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8 Duty of 'the Embaſſudors of 

& 'Chrift, to ſet forth the mighty 


Sufferings of theif dying Lord; in whom God: Cor. f. 
was recontiled to the World; to the 18, 19. 


aſtoniſhing Humiliation, majeſtical Miſery, 
and propitiatory Death of a crucified Saviour; 
in whom were found the inexhauſtible Treas 
ſures of tlic divine Lob, power, and Wiſdom :: 
A noble and comfortable gubject for us to me: 
ditate upon, however it Was to the Fews a2õ 1! 
fumbing· block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſ ; 
A subject well worthy. of the ſublime Learns © 
* and ſacred Eloquence of the Evangelical 

B Pele: | 


2 _ Obriſt Crucified. 
Prieſthood, to Illuſtrate, Enforce, and Apply 
to the Conſcience, and conſequently we are 


in 9p, wiſe to. be aſhamed of #, though, 44- 
our Maſter, we hould'meee wich che Win 80. 
phiſtry . 


; though. amicſt 
« croghed and erw, A end 
Rom. 10 4expoſe us co Rebuke Trouble, and Perſecu- 
tion; ſince it comprehends the Eud of the 
Law, the Sum and Subſtance. of. the Goſpel, 
the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Man- 
kind... 
Acts 26.4. Whetefore, St. Pay). the moſt Lider of 
2 Cor. 12, all the Apoſtles, he that had been caught up 
»4 into the third Heaven, and'heard; * ſaw 
things unutteralle, determin'd:-to. know no- 
—ů— ined | 
him crucified; to admoniſh us, that there is 
no better School than. that of Amen. 
no Philoſaphy ſo profound, as the C F 
tion of the Wounds of Chriſt; — 0 
ledge in reſpect of this, being impenftet, and 2 
not ely conducive to the rendring us 
Holy. here, and Happy hereafter. In vain was 
his Teſtimony of the Croſs ridicul'd; and vili- W it 
Rom. i. 16 fy' d, fo far was he from being aſham d of, 
gas that be gloried in it: Gd forbid: (lays he) Þ 
that I ſhould: glory, ſave in N 4 
Tord Jeſus . | -# 


fa 


Chriſt Crucified. 


And here in this Chapter he remarks, that 


periſhi d; to all that ſhould be /av'd by be- 
lieving in Chriſt, it was the Power and W1/*- 
dom of God. As for the pretended iſdom 
of this World, which the Scribe and the Dif 
puter ſo much vaunted, this the publiſhing 
of the Goſpel had evine d to be Deluſion and 


God, the World by Wiſdom knew not God, ** 
by all their Philoſophy could not find out 
df how to /erve God aright, and enjoy him, it 
„ leaſed him to deſtroy the affected Wiſdom 
of the Wiſe by the ſeeming fooliſhneſs of 
preaching. The Fews (ſays the Apoſtle) re- 
quire a Sign, and the Greeks ſeek after Wiſe 
dom; but we preach Chriſt crucified. 

In which words St. Paul ſets forth the im- 
portant Doctrine of the Croſs, primarily and 
abſolutely neceſſary for all Miniſters to teach, 
and all Chriſtians to learn as ſuch. Fe preach, 
Chriſt erucified. © | 

For the better handling of which Doctrine 
it may be expedient, 2 

I. Firſt, To conſider our Saviour's bitrer 


Paſſion, and ignominious Death. 

IT. Secondly, To ſhew- the perfect Satis. 
faction, the meritorious and extenſive Atone- 
And B 2 ment, 


the preaching of the Croſs was reputed fool.  Cor:1. 
zue, yet ſuch only it proy'd to thoſe that 


Infatuation: For after that in the Wiſdom of v. 19, 21. 


© : Ori — 


ment, de made thereby dor the Lind of the 


| | hole World. And. 
III. Thirdly. To reſlect on the apa 


io 


Humility, Patience, and Obedience. 
I. Firſt, As to eur Saviour's bitter Paſſion, 


and ignominious Death, it is obſervable, that 


I”. 53. 3. though he was a Man of Sorrows; and ac- 
Phil. 2. 7. Quainted with Grief from his youth, deſpi- 
ſed and rejected. of no Reputation as appear. 
ing in the Form of a Servant, his whole Life 
being a continued ſeries of Danger and La- 
bour, Watching and Temptation, Hunger and 
Mat. S. 20. Thirſt, Poverty and Calamity; The Foxes. ha- 
wing their Holes, and the Birds of the Air 
their N. eſts, while the Son. of Man. had not 
where to lay his Head; yet then ſurely, did 
be more eminently ſupport an huge weight of 
Grief, then was he vaſtly oppreſs d with a 
terrible and immenſe heap of Woe, Reproagh, 
If. 63. . and Diſmay, when alone he trod the Wi ine- 
preſs of divine Vengeance; and never. was 
Lam. 1. 12 Sorrow like unto his Sorrow, wherewith the 
Lord affiitied-bim in his Body and Soul,” i 
the Day of his fierce 1 
For who is able to paint out thoſe exqui- 
fte Dolours, wherewith he was encompaſs d 
and 


W 


te Example he has therein leſt us, of the 
eſt Love, the pureſt Innocence, and un- 
blemiſh'd Holineſs. the - greateſt Meine, > 


| 
, 
[ 
q 
[ 
/ 
P, 
0 


Oris chr h bn 


and — in Elte Gurden, when his Soul Mat 26, 
Was ccc forrewful,” even unto Death; I 
when he was in deep Diſtreſs, aer 
Horror, amazing Anxiety, and Conſter nation Mark 4. 
of Spirit? Which made him thrice fall pro- | 
ſtrate on his Faeez:and-as 'often; though with Luke 22. 
the utmoſt Reſgnat ion to hir Father's Mill, 
with frong Cries: and Tears beſeech, that the Job. 12. 
Cup of omnipotent Fury might paſe rum 
him: S0 heaty was his Agony, that though Heb. 5.7. 
the Deity was united to his Manhood, yet ei- | 
ther through'a Conflict Witlr all the Powers Luke 22 
of Darkneſs, or che dreadful Senſe of his ap- 53. 
proaching Croſs, and the uniyerſal Guilr, and 
complicated Burden of the Iniquities of the 
whole Race of Mankind which he was to 
ſaſtain ; he as Man, was ſo dejected in his 
Thoughts, that an Angel from Heaven was 
ſent to comfort him. So prodigious was his A. 
gony, encreaſing ſtill with his fervent Prayers, 
that in a cold Night, (while his Enemies had 
a Five to warm em) he lying Abroad in the Luke 22. 
bleak Air, andgroveling upon the damp Earth, 55: 
ſweat big drops of Blood, which through his 
Apparel, in great abundance haſten'd to the at. 63. 2. 
Ground. | 
And in this reſpect the Prophet Teremial!s 
Sorrow was but faint, when he wiſh'd his Jer. 9. 7. 
Head were Waters, and his Eyes a fountain 


B 3 3 


s Chriſt Crucifted. 
e Tears to weep for the Deſolation of 7e. 
Pſ.18.4,5. ruſalem; but behold our Redeemer, whey: the 

Sorrows of Hell enviro#'d him, and the Over- 
flowings of Ungodlineſs made him afraid, 
when he ſaw the exceeding Pangs he was to 
endure; and withal, the everlaſting Perdi- 
tion that muſt inevi fall upon all Man- 
kind, if he ſuffered not to reſcue them from 
Lam. r. 13 ĩt; every pore of his Body wept Blood, as if 
a Fire was ſent into his Bones, and he had 
been diſſolvd in a Furnace, which caus'd 
thoſe ſanguinary Ebullitions to flow from 
him, as a Fountain open d for Sin and Un- 
cleanneſs. 

What ſhould I ſpeak of his being ſoon af- 
ter betrayd with a K3/5, the ſign of Love, 
but that it was given by that Traitor, ander 
whoſe Lips was the poiſon of Aſps; of his 
being apprehended as a Thief, by thoſe he had 
daily taught in the Temple; abjur's by Pe- 
ter, who boaſted ſo much of his Courage, 
Faith, and Perſeverance ; abandon'd by all 
his Diſciples, whom he had particularly cho- 
ſen to accompany him in the ſalutiferous La- 
bours of his Miſſion, to partake of his ſpiri- 
tual Kingdom, and whoſe Feet he had not 
long ſince in ſuch lowly Condeſcenſion waſh- 
ed? This was ſuch unworthy Treatment, as 
could not but ſhock his gentle Nature, im 

| — 


Chrift Crutified. 7 
print on —— rous Mind a quick and ſharp 
Sen of the Baſeneſs and Ingratitude he — 
with, from his own Nation; from thoſe whom 
he had dignified with the Name of his 
Friends, who were more than ſufficiently ho- 
noured by being call'd his Ser ats. 

If to be hurried before ſuch untighteous A 
Judges, as could lay afide their private Fends Luke 23. 
to agree in flouting and oppreſſing him, who 
was one Day to judge both quick and dead; 
to be accuſed by falſe Witneſſes, who was 
Truth it ſelf, and bore a conflant Teſtimony to Job. 18. 
the Truth; if to have a Murderer prefer d*” 
before him, who came not to deſtroy, but to 
ſave Mens Lives, and had reſtor'd ſo many 
ſick, and even raisd the dead; to be con- 
demn'd by a temporizing Governor, who 
knew, and had own'd his Innocence : I to v. 38. 
have his facred Mouth ſpit upon and buffet- - 
ed, which pate as never Man ſpake, ſpake Joh. 7. 46. 
Miraeles, and the Fords of eternal Life ; to 
have his Fleſh mangled, and dilacerated with 
Whips and Scourges, while he gave hit Cheeks Iſai. 50.6. 
to the Smiters and his Back to the Plough-P\. 129.3. 
ers, who made thereon long Furrows: If to 
have a Reed of Reproach given him for a 
Scepter, the Scepter of whoſe everlaſting Heb. 1. 8. 
Throne was the Scepter of Righteouſneſs ; a 
ſtrange Diadem of Thorns platted and riveted 

B 4 upon 


2 
71 


Cant. 2.2. 


Chiiſt Orutifid, 


upon his Head at once to deride and torment 
the King of Glory. who (as the Spouſe in the 
Canticles ſpeaks) here truly appear'd as 4 
Lilly among Thorns : If to be bow'd to, and 

yet i. ador'd and /toff”d. at, haiÞd as 
a 4 Monarch and beaten as a Slave, cloth'd_in 
a purple Robe, which yet he was to dye afreſh 
in his ſtreaming Blood: If theſe and the like 


Indignities exercis d in wanton and barbarous 


Sport, by Men void of all Religion and Hu- 
manity, could pierce his tender Body with 


thrilling Smart, and vex his righteous Spirit; 


then ſurely he had Scorn and Anguiſh enough 
to weary out (if poſſible) his invincible Pati: 
ence and make his een Soul F(reve un- 
to the Duſt, _ | 

But alas] as if all this were bur the Prelude 
to a deeper Tragedy (though Judas acknow- 


| ledg'd his Sin in betraying the innocent Blood 


of his Maſter) he is /ed away to be crucified, 
. compelPd to bear his Croſs, like IJſaac, who 
bore the Wood on his Shoulders, (op which, 
according to the command of God and pur- 
poſe of Abraham, he was to be made a burnt 
Offering) he who was harmleſt and undefi- 
ted, Virtue it ſelf incarnate, and therefore ſure- 
N moſt amiable, was numbred amongſi the 
ran ſgreſſors, and faſten'd to the far Tree 
between d. two Nauener, ch out, and 
| T7 ftrain'd 


— 2” GN — —— 


2 Gu 87 0 
ſtrain'd thereon, till hir Bones were out Mf 2.14. 
joint, his Blood pour d out like Water, and | 
| his Heart melted like Wax in the midſt of 
his'Bowels. His Hands accuſtomed. to beſtow . 
Health and Benediction, his Feet that daily 
went about doing good, transfix'd with Nails in ARs 10 
| the moſt nervous Parts: As a Deer rous'd early, **: 
N and chas d all Day, He was compaſs d about pf. 22. 16. 
0 with many Dogs, enclos d by the Aſſembly of 
the Wicted, tarn and ſtricken to the Heart : 
1 When in his forlorn E/tate he look'd for Pity, 
, 
1 


there was none to relieve him; when from 

his Vineyard he (as Lord thereof) might have 

expected Mine in his extreme Thirſt, the un- Pf. 69. 21. 
prateful Husbandmen gave him Gall and Vi- at. 23. 

gar to drink; and the more to irritate t 

bitterneſs, and gi ive edge to the acrimony of?!. 69. 20. 

his Pains, who — eady 2 for ely wound. 

ed, they ceaſe not to revile him, they ſhoot PI2z.1,8: 

out :the Lip, and ſhake the Head at him, ſay- 

ing, He truſted in the Lord that he would de. 

liver him, ſeeing he delighted in him; let 

him now come down from the Croſs, ond we 

will believe in him. Nay, to render him 

ſtill more wretched and deſtitute, the Dzv3. 

unity, for a while, withdrew its Influence and 
Protection from his Humanity; his beloved 
Father not only remov'd the light of his gra- Lam. 2.4. 
cions Countenance from him but bent bis s 


Bow, 


16 Obrif Geil 
Bow , flood againſt him as an Advirſary, and 
he heap'd mighry Strokes upon him. This 
made him ſo lamentably cry out with fuch a 
pt 22.1. loud vehemence, My God, my God, why haft 
thou forſaken me? And here we muſt caſt a 
Veil over his Face, (which was defore cover- 
ed with Shame and Diſhonour) as not being 
able to conceive, much leſs expreſs, that un- 
known anguiſh and. dereliction of Mind he 
then laboured under, (far above any the Mar- 
Job 6. 4. tyrs ever felt) When the Terrors of G0 
ſer themſelves in array againſt him; when 
the Arrows of the Almighty not only fack 
faſt in his Body, but prerc'd his Soul, and 
the poiſon thereof drunk up his Spirits, till 
being overwhelm'd with a ſwift and confound- 
ing Succeſſion of variety of Torments, He, 
as Man, funk under the Malice of Men and 
Devils, and the Storms, of the divine Ven- 
geance, and in a free Obedience to his Fa- 
Mat. 27. ther's Will, He bow'd his Head, and mou 7 
5 . the Ghoſ.. 
Now, why did this juſt Perſon endure 60 
Zech. 13. many Stripes and Wounds in the Houſe of his 
6. Friends? Why is the Spouſe of the Church 
become as it were 4 bundle of Myrrh, ſur- 
rounded with ſuch bitter Afflictions, and bleed. 
ing with ſo many Gaſber? Wherefore did the 
Son of God * to ſuch a dolorous, ſervile, 


* 0- 


ant. 1. 
13. 


Chrift Crucified. 
opprobtions, and accurſed Death? But that he 
migbt thereby make a perfect Satisfaction, a 
meritorious and extenſive Atonement for the 
Sins of the whole World ; the | 
II. Second thing to be ſhewn in the impor- 
tant Doctrine of the Croſs. When our firſt 
Parents, by eating the forbidden Fruit, had 
involy'd their Poſterity in temporal and eter- 
nal Deſtruction, Chriſt in tender Compaſſion, 
voluntarily undertouk to reſtore loſt Man, by 
the Oblation of himſelf; as knowing it to be 
agreeable to his Father's Will, not to pardon 
ſuch a flagrant and univerſal Guilt, without 
a ſuitable Satisfaction made to his ſevere Ju- 
ſtice, notwithſtanding his infinite Power; and 
having prevail'd upon his tranſcendent Mer- 
cy to relax ſo far the Rigor of his Law, as 
to tranſlate the Penalty due to the firſt A. 
dam, upon himſelf, who reſolvd ro become 
the ſerond, and to make his Death accepted 
inſtead of ur Damnation, that we might be 
partakers of his glorious Reſurrection. 
Accordingly as a ſovereign Remedy for Sin 
and Death was promis d from the beginning, Gen. 3. 
in that the Seed of the Woman was to bruiſe ** 
the Serpents Head, and in that Seed all Na. Cap. 1 3, 
tions were to be bleſſed; ſo not only by the 1 
Inſtitution of Sacriſices both before, and un- 
a 1 1 der 
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Oris Coutified, 

der the Law. for the removal of Puniſhmene 

Ler. ar. by pouring our the Life:of Beaſts (at once to 

ſhew God's. Mercy to Sinners, and his dete- 

ſtation of Sin) but alſo by the conſonant Voice 

of Sctipture, it is abundantly ſignified, that 

Sin was not to be forgiven or aboliſh'd with- 

Heb.9. 19, put the ſhedding of Blood, and a compleat Sa- 

arr. -:5fatZ50n made to God's Juſtice ; and withal, 

that no ſuch Satisfattion could be made, but 

by the Blood of the Son of God: Which may 

be eaſily collected, as well from the Nature 

£25 of the Thing it ſelf, it being impalſible that 

Heb.10.4 the Blood of Bulls and Goats ſhould take a. 

way Sin, being-of ſuch inferior Value to the 

Souls of Men, for which it ſhould atone, and 

God having no where declar d his acceptance 

of it, as a ſpiritual and compleat Satisfatti- 

on As alſo becauſe no manner of Sacrifices 

could any otherwiſe mitigate Offences, than 

as they bore 4 typical relation to, and re- 

geived their Virtue from, the grea? atoning 

Sacrifice Chriſt was to make of himſelf, with- 

out the Efuſron of whole ineſtimable Blood 

Heb. o. there could be no perfect Remiſſion or Re- 

14, 23. demption; and conſequently to whoſe Blood 

25528. alone, ſhed in his Paſſion, and pour d out with 

.. Life in his Crucifixion, our being recon- 

cild to God, redeem'd, pra a, uns 
fe 
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ted; waſh/d, purg d. and. juſtiſſed, is fo fre CoLr.r4. 
quently and eminentiy ra = the New, 5. Cc. 
Teſtament. 

' - Wherefore, when the Corruptidicand M3 1 
ſery of Man, by original and attual Polluti- © 
on was grown to the height; when tlie Al. 
mighty would have no. more legal Saerifices Pls 6,7- 
for temporal Evils : His beloved Son in 
whom: alone he was well pleaſed, and for Heb. 10. 


whoſe ſake he had hitherto accepted in ſome” 7 0 


meaſure the Blood of Bulli and Goats, ap- 
pear d in the Fleſh, entirely to accompliſh his 
Father's Will, by performing the unhole Law, 
and rate away the eternal Puniſhment due to 
the Guilt of Sin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf: * 9. 
by which Oblat ian of himſelf once offer d. be 
render'd gffeftual for the Ends they were de- 
ſgn'd, all gaſt Moſaical Victims, and 4bo- Dan. 9.27. 
liſb d all M&criſices, for the future, ſave the 
Euchariſtical Memorial of his propitiatory 
Death on the Croſs, and the Sacrifice of a 
troubled Spirit, a broken and contrite Heart, 
which all repenting Offenders, who ſhould 
believe in him, ſhould offer in and through his 
meritorious Paſſion and Deich, and N 
Interceſſion. 


Thus our Lord by * bis Soul an Off 1 Pet. 2. 
fering, and bearing our Sins in bes Body on *+ 
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the Tree (as 1 — foretold) truly carried fi. 53.4. 
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_ Chriſt Cruttfed. 
our Infirmities and Serrows, was bruiſed, 
wounded, ſiricken, and cus off for aur Tran/- 
greſſions, the Lord laying upon him the Ini- 
Joh. 10. ques of us ail: He = IRA 57m 
Us '3* Shepherd that laid down his Life for the 
Joh.r. 29. Sheep, and the Lamb of God that took away 

the Sins of the World, and by his N 
Rer. 12. Blood overcame the red Dragon. 
= As the Door-poſts ſprinkled with the Blood 
Exod.z.;. of the Paſchal Lamb caus d the deſtroying 

1-13- Angel to faſs over the Houſes of the I/rael- 
x Cor.5.7. iter, ſo the Blood of Chriſt our Paſſover ſa- 
orificed for us, frees. us from the Tyranny of 
Satan. and eternal V .. As the High 
Prieſt enter d into the Hay of Holies, on 
the great Day of Expiation, to make an A. 
tonement for the Sins of the People; ſo Chriſt 
our powerful and merciful Zzga: Prieft, by 
Heb. 9. becoming our immaculate Victim, and er- 
14 ing up himſelf by the eternal Spirit, purges 
our Conſtiences from dead Works, and by 
his Blood, is enter'd into the holy Place not 
made with. Hands, there to always 
before the Mercy-/eat, in the preſence of God 
for us. As the Death of the Sacrifice under 
the Law exempted the Tranſgreſſor from-tem- 
poral. Penalties ; and the Death of the High 
Prieſt reſtor d che baniſh'd Man to the Land 
he bad forfeited ; fo the Death of "I re- 
cues 


Cheſt Cruciſudl. 25 
ſeues us from the Pains of Hell which we ſo 
juſti deſerv d. and for us What we 
could not have hoped for, but by his Satis, 
faction — che immorcal Bliſs of the 
celeſizal Canaan. 

Had: not he 1 'd ER and his 
Father's utmoſt Indignation., and fubſtstuted 
himſelf as a Sacrufice for us, we muſt have 
endur d endleſs torments in our Bodies and 
Souls; but that he graciouſly was made Sin 
far us, underwent the Penalty thereof in our 
ſtzad:'; paid:down as our Swrety, the vaſt For- Rom. 5 6. 
feiture and. immenſe Debt we had contract. 1 Cor. 15. 
od; that the Day of his Crucifixion might be 

to us 4 Day of Salvation, that the Vials of 
infinite Wrath which were emptied upon him, 
might prove to us the Cup of Bleſſing in the 
worthy Reception of his myſtical Body and 
— and the more intimate and ex- 
alted Communion of Saints, with the bleſſed 
Trinity hereafter. 

As therefore we are with che deepeſt Contri | 
ys tion to confeſs, that (however Judas, Pilate, 
70 and the Chief Prieſts, Scribes, and Phariſsen 
der were inſtrumental in his ſad and manifold Suf- 
terings) *twas our rancorous Euuy that pur 
igh lued; our. Auarice that ſold, our: Hypoerifi 
and that mock d him, our Calumnies, Incumſtum- 
re- and us alpers'd, condemn d, 

68 and 
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16 Chriſt.Cruci 
and piercd him; fo we 1 
Gratitude, and trembling Joy acknowledge, that. 
by his unuſual Sweat we are marvelouſſy re- 
freſh'd; by his intenſe Sorrows we receive be- 
nign Conſolation; by his aking Stripes we 
are healed, and by his powerful Death be- 
gotten again to @ lively Hope! of a Reſurre. 
crion to Immortality, through him who was 
therefore arraigned that we might be ac- 
quitted; ſentenc'd, that we might be abſolv'd, 
Gil. 3.13. made a Gur ſe: for us, that we might be deliue-· 
rere fromthe Curſe of the Law; and naild 


to the Crols, that he might cane] the Hand- 


— i5 writing of Ordinances, ſo as never to 20e ug 


ties which were as redias- Scarlet, red as he 
appear d for them in Golgatha, might by his 
Ia. 1. 18. Blood be waſh'd as white as Snow , white 


Mat. 17.2. 


Rer. 19.8. as the light he ſhone in on Mount Tabor, ot 

_  asthe Garments his Saints ſhall be nates 

ar his Marriage Feaſt. J 

Now, that which render'd the Sacrifice of 
our Redeemer in finitely meritorious, was his 
being God at well as Man; and therefore 
was his Blood highly propitiatory, becauſe 
twas the Blood of a Man to whom the Di- 
vinity was moſt NO united in one and 
the ſame Per ſon; and not barely becauſe it 
Was the Blood of a Man without Spot or 
Blemiſh, 


4 53 


in judgment againſt us; but that our Iniqui- 


Chriſt-Crucified. 
Blemiſh (as all Sacrifices were requiti'd to he) 
although the want of Iunocence in all Men 
beſides,” made it "impoſſible for any Man 70 
redeem his Soul, by laying down his Life; 
for by reaſon of his accumulated Guiit, ſuch 
an Offering would be zmpure, and ſtand-in 
need of another Expiation ; and conſequent- 
ly he could never for himſelf, fully ſatisfie the 


infinite Juſtice of an incens d Deity, even 


though he ſhould for ever undergo devouring 
Fire (for if he muſt ſuffer eternally, what 
room is there for Reconciliation and Satisfa- 


tion?) Much leſs could any ſinful Man, who 


could not ſatisſie for himſelf, be able to ſatis- 
fie for the Sins of others, make an Agree: 
ment with God for his Brethren, or give a 
Ranſom for them; (however Great; Potent, 


17 


or Honourable he be,) for it would coſt more 


to redeem their Souls, than any ſuch Man 


had to lay down, /# that he wy let that a- Ps. 0 & 


lone for ever. «M5, 798 


Nor yet could any Angel have fatisfied for 
the Tranſgreſſions of Mankind, though we 
ſhould /#ppoſe that poſſibly he might have ta- 
ken our Nature upon him ; for Angels being 


but our feHow Servants could not be /otvent 


tor more than their own Debts of Adoration 


and Thankſgving to their infinitely bountiful = 
Hyvereign; ; and being at beſt but created Spi- . 


C rits, 


18 brit Cruciſad. 
Fits, and therefore finite, (though of a no- 
bler Degree) they might indeed deſire to lot 
into the Incarnation and Cro/5 of our Medi- 
ator, and miniſter unto thoſe who ſhould be t 
Heirs of the Salvation bought by his Blood, a 
but could no more /atzsfie the Wrath of an C 
Omnipotent Majeſty than Man himſelf, who Ne. 
is a finite Creature. A revolted Angel might al 
tempt Eve, and a mere Man deſtroy the ar 
World, but none but the Son of God could %% 

Eph, 5. 2. Tecover it, by giving up himſelf an Offering by 

to God for a ſipeet ſmelling ſuvour. Fo 

Ia. 59.16. Wherefore, when God: ſaw there could be no 

—.— no Redeemer or Interceſſor among Men and 

Angels, his own Arm brought Salvation, the 

Sond of Hefte became our > feng and mighty 

Redeemer; the only begotten Son of God, of 

the ſame Subſtance with liis-Father , emptied 

phil 2.6, ). himſelf of the eternal Majeſty, and was clothid 

with our rail Fleſh, that as Man he might 

 faffer, and ar God ſatisfie for our Sinus; by 

his Omnipotence ſupport the human Nature 

in bearing the divine Wrath (a. burthen too 

heavy for ſimple Man to carry) and as God- 

man by his Death not only vanquiſh and 4“ 

Hleb a. 14. roy the Devil who had the Power of Death, 

but re-aſſume his own Life; and appear in 
Heaven as a proper Mediator for us. 


And 


Ori Gracifed 


And indeed with reſpect to his Satisfa- ; 
ion, it was abſolutely neceſſary that our Sa- 
viout ſhould be God, as well as Man, that 
the exalted Dignity of his Per/o might add 
a ſuperlative Value to his Paſſion, — his 
Obedience correſpondent to the moſt rigorous 
exactnæſi of the Law, his Deſerts anſwer: 
able to the mighty Purchaſe he was to make; 
and his Expiation on the Altar of the Croſs 
ſufficient to pacifie eternal Juſtice, and all this; 
by their own intrinſir and ſublime Worth. 
For though the Pains he underwent, were 
not everlaſting, yet What was wanting in their 
Duration, was ſupplied by the unparaller d 
Extremity of his Torturer, the Integrity of 
his Life and Doctrine, and eſpecially by the 
Dignity, and Excellence of his Perſon: 
Though he faffered not in his divine Na- 
tre, yet he who /ifered had the Godhead 
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Life died, the Lord of Glory endur d Shame 
for us; which muſt therefore make this A 


0 Movement infinitely dcceptable and meritori- 
. ons. For as an Offence is enhanc'd iccordin 

e- Mio the of the Perſon againſt whom 
b, (Wit is committed; ſo the Effimation of the pu- 


in I niſmment born by way of Sarisfattion is to 
be proportionably Wl according to the 

f Quality of the Perſon that ſubmits to it. And 
nd C 2 as 


mited to his Manhood, ſo that the Lord of i Cor. i: 
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Heb. 9.12. 


1 Pet. 1. 
19. 


Phil. 2. 
. 


1 Joh. 3. 
16. 


Acts 20. 
28. 


Chriſt Crucified. 
as God, againſt whom we offended, is of infinite 
Power, tranſcendent Righteouſneſs, tremen- 
dous Majeſty, and incomprehenſible Wiſdom; 
ſo Chriſt, ' who by the ſhedding of his Blood, 
obtain'd eternat Redemption for us, had the 
ſame Power, Majeſty, Righteouſneſs and Wil- 
dom; and conſequently from: the Divinity 
of his Perſon, ariſes the meritorious Falneſs 
and invaluable Worth of his Satisfat71on : 


For if the Death of his Saints be precious 


ia the Sight of God, how infinitely more pre- 
cious muſt the Death of his beloved: Son be, 
who was in the Form of God, equal to his 


Father,. and God bleſſed for ever ? Hence the 


Blood that he ſhed,. (of more value than all 
the Millions for whom he died; and more pre- 
cious than many Worlds) is call'd in Scripture 
the Blood of God; for God is faid by St. John, 
to have laid down hu Life for us, and by 
St. Paul, ta have Purchas d hir Church by-his 
own Blood. 


And as the Satisfatjon our Lcd made by 


1 Tim. 2. his Death, was perfectly meritorious, ſo it 


6. 


was extenſfoe to the whole Race of Mankind, 


Heb. 2.9. for he gave himſelf a Ranſom, he taſted 
Death for all Men, of all Nations, Times, 
States, and Conditions, who ſhould. repent and 
Ich. 2.2. believe in him. He is not only the Propit 
ation for. our * but for the Sins. of the 


Hol 


Chrift Crucified. 


Truth; and no one periſhes for want of a. 
ſufficient Satisfaction for his Sins, provided 


he fulfils the Conditions of the new Covenant 


of Grace and Peace: For Chriſt, our univer- 
{al Benefactor, by his Word and Sacraments, 
by bis Spirit and Interceſſion, applies to all, 
Ages, the Virtue of his Death and Paſſion, 


day, to Day, and for ever; Tefterday, to 
the Patriarchs and Prophets of old, who be- 
lieb d in him as to come; to Day, to all that 
believe and truſt in him as already come ; 


and to the end of the World to all Fews and 


Profeſſion of his Goſpel : So that there is no 
din ſo execrable, fo deadly, of ſo deep a Tin- 


urſe, the Pains, the Blood of the Croſs of 
hriſt, will evacuate, cure, and wipe away : 

ho, as he remitted to Mary Magdalen va- 
lous and abominable Sins, ſo he will forgive 
oſe who can ſhed ber Tears, and love like 
er; as he was merciful to a perjur'd and in- 
redulous Apoſtle, ſo he will be gracious to 
that like $ St. Peter ſhall turn to him and 
veep bitterly ; ; or like St. Thomas, ſhall ac- 


alen bis Divinity pt the lets of the 


Gentiles. that ſhall be hereafter call d to the 


ture, or ſo calling to the Conſcience, but the 


* 
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whote World ; he would baue all Men to be kim. 2. 
ſav'd, and come to the Knowledge of his 


being the fame God and Redeemer, 7efter-Heb.r3.8, 


19 


zo.” 


Numb. Who were bitten by fiery Serpents in the Wil 
71. A derneſs were cur'd by beholding the brazen 
Serpent lifted up on a Pole; the Son of Mn 
Joh.3. 14 being Med np on the Croſs, that he might 
15.16. draw all hs! avs As, and all by Tam 
Joh. 1 12. might hook up 10 him and live. | y 
. © Accordingly he commanded his Gofßel wi 
Marr 28. be preach'd to all Nations, to all the ni 
and he invites all who are weary and heal *® 
1 4 laden with the burden of their Sms, to com 1 
wnto him and be refeſpd: And che Apoſtll * 
Tit. 2.11. tells us, that the Grace of God bringing Gut d 
| vation hath appeared to all | men, 2 « ff 
Ads 11. commanded every where to repent. And tb. y 


2 "= 
7 * 


vers; and ſince all Men are ſuch, and have 


Ebriſt Gu 
Nails in his Hands and Feet : For 1 came 
to. ſee that which ar ht, and to ſave Sin- 


falt'n ſhors of the Glory of God, and he took 
not on him he Nature of any particular 
Man, but human Nature in general; ver 
Man whoſe Nature he has aſſum d, ſhall 

take of the Beneſits of his Death, who 1 

fix his Faith on his Saviour hanging on thc 
Croſs, and there dying and meriting Pardon 
for us: For tis the looking up to him on the 
Crofs that muſt heal us of the Maladies we 
have incurr'd by complying with the Temp 
zations of the old Serpent, as the 1/7 elites, 


Ss ML... oa. * a. « 


func Apoſtle to ſhew, that Chriſt's Harig 
| _ 


Chriſt Crucified.—=—23. 

Zion was as large as Man's Delinquency (which 
was own'd to be univerſal) obſerves, that if 
through the Offence of one, many be dead, Ron. . 
much more the Grace and Gift of God, which” © 
is by one Man Chrift Jeſus, hath abounded to 
many; therefore as by the Offence of one, 
Judgment came upon all to Condemnation, fo 
by the Righteouſneſs of one, the free Gift 
came upon all unto Fuſtification ; which is / 
evidently true, that St. Paul ſticks not elſe- 
where to prove and infer the univerſal Delin- 
quency of all Men, from Chriſt's dying ro 
redeem all. For, (fays he) we judge thus, 2 Cor. 5. 
that if one died for all, then were all dead © © 
and Chriſt died for all, that they which live 
ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, 
but unto him that died for them. ' © 

Nay fo extenſive was the Purport of 
Chriſt's Satisfaction, that he died even for 
thoſe who may poſſibly, or in all probability 
ſhall peri/þ ; which alſo St. Paul intimates, 
when he enjoins concerning Mears uticlean, 
and thoſe offer d to Idols, Deſtroy not him Rom. 14. 
with thy Meat for whom Chriſt died; through "5 
thy Knowledge who fitteft at Meat in the J. 
dos Temple, thy weak Brother may periſh : Cor. 8. 
for whom Chrift died: Who died even fur 
thoſe who by their Impenitence and Infide- 
lity defeat the very Intention of his Death; 
1 C 4 ks 


2% Cyriſt Cruciſiad. 


bought them who deny him, and by denying 


he 
2 Pet. 2. i. Aim without Remorſe, brang ſwf? Deiruttine 
upon themſebves ; he ſhed his Blood far thoſe 


rm 


who trample it under their Feet, anddeſign'd it 
ſhould ſave even them who count that Blood 
of the Covenant an unholy. thing; becauſe in 
his boundleſs Compaſſion, he erh not the 
Death of a Sinner, but that he ſhould turn 
unto him and live. © 
Why then do ſome, w ho greek Chriſt out 
of Envy to all the World but themſelves, 
who fancy like the Zews, they are the little 
and elect Flock, derogate from Chrilt's, dif- 
Fuſrve Love, and All ſi ficient Merits.; and 
confine the deſign of bis. Satisfattion to a 
few, which heextendedtoall when he  ſtretch- 
ed out his Arms on the Croſs? Many in: 
deed, too many, through their own [ ncredu- 
lity and hardneſs of Heart, will periſh ; for 
how otherwiſe ſhould God be juſt in puniſh- 
ing the obſtinately Wicked, as he was mer⸗ 
ciful in offering Pardon to all penitent Tranſ- 
greſſors ? But that any ſhould periſh was not 
the original Purpoſe 4 Chriſt's Death, but 
is the unhappy Event, and voluntary Con- 
ſequence of Mens unwarrantable Pregudzces, 
inordinate Paſſjars, and outrageous Vices, who 
being offended at our Lord's nean Appear- 
wee and re Death, and che Purity 
of 


— 
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Chrift Crucifid. 25 
of his Doctrine, thwarting their darling Sins 
and Intereſts, reſtraining their Ambition, Co- 


vetouſneſs, and Revenge, reſolve to reject his 


Goſpel, becauſe they have been, and continue 
to be diſobedient to his Word. And for ſuch, 1 Pet. 2.8; 
becauſe they do not believe and repent, Chriſt 
intercedeth not, but leaves them to die in 
their Sins; ſoraſmuch as whoſoever believeth jo. 3.36; 
not in him, ſhall not ſee Life ; he is already 
condemu'd, and the Wrath of God abideth Mark 16. 
on him. 4 . „ 

In like manner it was the Purpoſe of Chriſt's 
coming to bring Peace upon Earth, and 
good Will among Men, to reconcile God to 
Man, Man to God, and Men to one another; 
his Goſpel, if follow d, is the Goſpel of Peace, 
and himſelf, if obey d, the Prince of Peace : Iſai. 9. 6. 
Nevertheleſs, unreaſonable and perverſe Men 
take thence occaſion to raiſe and foment Jars 
and Animoſities, and deſtroy that Concord 
and Unity he meant to create; and ſo by 
Wars and Contentions proceeding from their 
own enormous Luſts, yerific that Paſſage of Jam. 4. f. 
Scripture to their own Confufion, that Chriſt 
was ſet for the fall of many, and came not 
to ſend Peace, but Diviſion and a Sword. 
But ought therefore the Grace of the bleſſed 
Spirit to be ſlandered, becauſe it is not irre- 
Mible, and Men abuſs, or quench it? Or is 


26 Chriſt Crucified. 
the Satisfaction of our Redeemer's Death to 
be deem d in it ſelf partial or deficient, be- 
cauſe ſeveral will not « themſelves to 
receive it. and apply it to their Souls, by 
Faith in his Croſs and Amendment of Life! 
Joh. 1. 9. Or is Chriſt leſs the Light which lighterh eve. 
ry Man that cometh into the World, leſs ready 
and willing to illuminate every Mans Heart, 
who is di/pe#'d to hearken to his Word, be- 
cauſe ſome through ix veterate unbelief chuſe 
to continue in Darkneſs? No ſurely, no more 
than the Light of the Sun would be defective, 
if Men ſhould ſhat their Eyes againſt it; nor 
can God be faid to wilt the Death of fuch 
Men, who prefer Darkneſs to his Light, if 
they fall into utter Darkneſs ; but they muſt 
juſtly be lam d, as having brought Death 
and Condemnation upon themſelves: For thu 
#s the Condemnation that Light is come into 
the World, and Men love Darkneſs rather 
than Light, becauſe their Deeds are evil. 
True therefore it is, that CHhriſts Deſzen, in 
on the Croſs, was to faye all Men; 
1 Tim. 4. and yet only thoſe ſhall eſpecially be ſavd, 
10 who ſhall efe#aally embrace the Doctrine of 
his Crofs. He taſted Death for all Men, 
and yer the Aaying down of his Life ſhall bc | 
Job. 10. #*#efciat only to thoſe who are in hs | 
14,1516. ha and Church; to — who liften' to his 
3 : Voi 2 7 , 
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Voice, and follow him as the true Sheep do 
the Shepherd : Doubtleſs, he willeth not the 
Death of a Sinner, but that all Men ſhould 
be ſav'd, yet ſuch is the exorbitant Corrup- 
tion and obdurate Ongodlineſs of ſome Men, 
that either by the — neglect of Grace of. 
fered, or ungrateful Contempt and Abuſe of 
it receiv d, they wil not come to him, that 
they may have Life; they hate to be made 

like unto him, who was made lite unto us In 

all things, Sin only excepted. _ 

Which leads me to the 

III. Third thing conſiderable in the 
Doctrine of the Croſs, which was to reflect 

upon the confammare Example our Saviour 

has thereby leſt us, of the higheſt Love, the 

pureſt Innocence, and unblemiſh'd Holineſs, 

the greateſt Meekneſs, Humility, Patience and 
Obedience. | 

If it was ſtupendous Mercy, and Love in 

the Father, to admit of any other Satisfaction 

than the everlaſting Death of the Sinner him- 

ſelf, who, according to the ſtrictneſs of the 

Law, in the Sin that he ſinned was to die; Exck. 18. 
was it not alſo the higheſt pitch of Goodneſs ® ** 
and Love, that God the exaſperated Perſon | 
ſhould meditate a Reconciliation with offend-. 

ing Man, with whom he had no need to be 
reconcifd, and whom without any Imputatt 


28 il — 
on to his Juſtice and Honour, he mi iht have 
deſtroy'd; that the Lord himſelf hold find 


out the Sacrifice, by which the Propitiation 


Sen. 22.8. was to be made, and provide a Lamb for 4 


burnt Offering as Abraham propheſied ? The 
like Goodneſs and Mercy was it in Chriſt the 


Eternal Son of God, freely and voluntarily, to 
undertake the Accompliſhment of the ardyous 
Mork of our Redemption: Far if herein was 
x Joh. 4. manifeſted the Love of Cod the Father to- 
9,1% ward us, that he ſent forth his only begotten 
Son to be the Propitiation for our Sins: 


Rom. 5.3. Herein alſo God the Sou commended hit Love 


to us, that when we were Sinners he died for 
4s; to whoſe inexhauſtible Kindneſs, and ever- 
during Compaſſion we equally owe our Sal- 
Rom.3.24 vation; by whoſe Favour we are pardoned 
and juſtified, and that not an Act of mere 
Grace only, but flowing from the. abundant 
Eph. r. 7. Treaſure off it, the exceeding Riches of bis 
& Chap. Grace; who therefore redeem d us by the Blood 


of his Croſs, that he might alſo exhibit to | 


us an Example of Love to God, and Man. Of 
Love towards God, in that by a ready Com-. 

Pr. 40. 8. pliance with his Father's Will, whoſe Glory 
he fought, and not his own, whoſe Will he 
delighted in (for it was written in his Heart) he 
ſubmitted to a diſgraceful and cruel Death; the 


n Deſwe wherewith he was /ſtraitned 4 


Chrift Cruerfied. 
he had finiſh'd-his Palſion, made him find a 
ſtrange kind f Complacence in thoſe Ago- 
nies and Reproaches, which Humane Nature 
ſtarts at; to teach us to ive God with all 
our Heart, Soul, and Strength; to let no 
Pleafares; Wealth, or Honour ſtand in Com- 
petition with our unbyaſs d Affection to him; 
to refuſe no difficult Duties, or perilous La- 
bours," no Pains, or Perſecutions (though it 
were to reſeſt unto Blood) to teſtifie our ut- 
moſt Reverence to his holy Name, our un- 
feigned Regard to his exalted Honour, and 
our chearful Refignation to his righteous Will; 
but that by often- ruminating in our ſerious 
Thoughts, on that terrible Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone, which, without Chriſt, maſt have 
been our Portion for ever, we may be per- 
ſuaded dearly and entirely to love God our 
Saviour, who has given ſuch a Demonſtration 
of his ineffable Love to us, in delivering us 
from everlaſting Burnings ; who to eſtabliſh 
and adorn his Kingdom of Grace and Ghry, 
eſteem d our Souls as gvodly Pearls, compaſ* 
ſed the Earth like a Merchant, fer hir Glory 
and Life at nought to Purchaſe them, that 
he might bind them up among his precious 
Jewels. © | en 
Buy his Death he has alſo ſet us an E 
of Love towards Men; for if the Son of God 
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diſcerning * Bowels of his Mercy, might 


Chriſt Crutifed. 


ſo loved us, as to lay drum bis Life for us 


his. Enemies, we ought alſo to love one ant- 
ther, aud lay down our Lives for our Bre- 
thren; to love even our Enemies, do good to 
them that hate us, bleſs them that curſe us, 


and pray for them that deſpitefully uſe us; 
even as our Saviour pray'd for thoſe that cru- 


 Cified him, wwho/e Blood ſpeaks better things 


than that of Abel, crys not for Vengeance, 


Heb, 12. but Pardon: Whoſe peculiar Commandment 


and diſtinguiſhing Character of his Diſciples 
was fraternal and mutual Love. The Wound 
of Love wherewith he was pierc'd, at the ſame 
time that. he was pierc d with many Sorrows, 
made him endure all other Wounds, reſolving 
for our ſakes, by that Love which was ſtrong- 


er than Death, to ſubdue Death and make us 


bis Fay aud Crown; that we, looking into 
the Palms of his Hands, wherein he has en- 
grav'd ut; and through the hole of his Side 


return his Love by louing one another; not 
with a worldly Love for Pleaſure, Profit, and 
Intereſt, but with a cordial Benevolence, a 


tender Sympathy, a liberal Beneficence, a ge- 
nerous Candor, a virtuous, charitable and re- 
m Love. 


Buy the ſame Death he has exhibited be to us a 


Heb. 4.15. Pattern of ſpot leſs Innocence, and anblemiſhi 4 
Holineſs. 
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Chrift Crucified. 31 
Holineſs: He was not cut off for any De- 
merit of his ow#; for he knew ns Sin, had 1fai. 53. 9. 
done no Violence, nor could any Man convince * 
him of it, no Original nor Actual Stain ful: 
lied this untainted Victim, who was ſlain for 
our Iniquities, to induce us (as far as poſ- 
ſible) to copy out to his Purity; 2 offer ug rom. 12. 
our Souls and Bodies as an holy and lively. 
Sacrifice unto him, which is but our reafſon- 
able Service t And though we cannot arrive 
at the divine Beauty, and Perfet7ton of his 
Sanctity, yet ſurely by his Croſs we may learn 
ſo far to be conformable to his Death, as to 
mortifie our corrupt Luſts and irregular Ap. 
petites; with penitential Compunction to 
mourn for, and with the utmoſt Abhorrence 
to abſtain from Sin, the malignant Guilt and 
Venom of which, nothing but the Blood of 
the Second Perſon of the ever-bleſſed Trinity 
could heal and expiate.. Tis the ſlight reckon- 
ing that careleſs and unrelenting Sinners make 
of the fouleſt Abominations, as if the Remi 
ſon of them. coſt but little, which provokes: 
God to make them at laſt feel the dreadful 
Weight of his inſupportable Diſpleaſure: And 
tis but juſt that they who will not compre- 
bend the pernicious Nature of Sin, by the 
horrid Puniſhment laid- on our Redeemer, in 
our ſtead, ſnould underſtand it by experien- 
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 cing the Puniſhment themſelyes, that they 
who will not be ſenſible how odiour it is to 
Sad. by the Death of his only Son, ſhould 
be _ it wo their own everlaſting De- 


By che . Paſſion and Death, Chrift has 

| nid before us a Pattern of the greateſt Merl. 
Heb a. ro· vc, Humility and Patience; for, ſtrall the Cap. 
tam of our Sabvation make himſelf perfect 
. through Sufferings, and we that are ſworn to 
iat under his Banner refuſe Contumely, and 
Aﬀiation ? Shall Chriſt not only deſcend from 
Heaven to viſit us in great Humility, but fur- 
render himſelf quietly to the Malice of his 
inſulting Murderers, when he could have com- 
manded Fire from Heaven upon his Enemies, 
end Legions of Angels to have guarded him? 
IIa. 53. J. Shall he permit himſelf to be led as @ Sheep 
to the Slaughter, and open net his Mouth ; 

Phil.2. 8. And ſhall not we be lite minded with him; 
Matt. r. earn of him to be Meek and Lowly, rum uith 
Patience the Race that is ſet before ur; and 
be content through many Tribulations to en- 

ter into his Glory? For what is ſinful Man 

that is but a Worm, and born to Trouble 

as naturally as the Sparks fly upwards; 

that he ſhould think himſelf. too great and 

too high to ſaffer for his Faith, (when Chriſt 

has ſer ſuch an Example before him) and not 

. rather 
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rather bluſh at all thoughts of Pride, arid Am 
bition, all meditations of Outrage, and Re- 
venge? Or how can the Sufferings of any 
Man 'whatfoeyer be compar'd to the inexpreſ- 
ſible Agonies of our Redeemer ? Chriſtianity 
is a Suffering and Forgiving Religion, and as 
it was ftabliſh'd by the Death of our Lord, 
and his noble Army of Martyrs, who were 
animated by his heroital Example, who over- 
tame the World; ſo it is the Glory of Chri, 
ſtians to endure Reproach, and Oppreſfion 
without Murmuting, 70 overcome Evil with 
Good, to remit Injuries even as God for Chriſt's 
ſake has remitted us our Offences. For (as 
St. Peter obſerves) what Glory is it, if when 1 Pet. 3; 
ye are buffeted for your Faults, ye take it. 
patiently? but if when ye do well and ſuffer, 
ye take it patiently, this is acceptable to God, 

For hereunto we are called, becauſe Chriſt 
ſuffered for us, leaving us an Example, that 

we ſhould follow his Steps, who when he 

was reviled, reviled not again; when he ſuf- 
fered, tbreatned not, but committed himſelf” 

to him that judgeth rigbteouſſy; and has com- 
manded us to deny our ſelues, to tale up our With 8. 
Croſ# and follow him : And to encourage us 3+ 

ſo to do, has promis d not only to ſupport us 

by his Spirit, be our Diſtreſſes never ſo great, 
our Perſeeutions never ſo 1 but * 
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Chriſt Grucified. 
ly. to reward us; foraſmuch as all who. ſhall 
ſuffer with him, ſhall reign with him in his 

Kingdom. Likewiſe by the ſame Death he 
has given us an Example of the Greateſt O. 
bedience; he Created the World by his Mord., 
but Reſtor d it by his Blood; in the firſt. he 
demonſtrated his tranſcendent Power, in the 
ſecond his adorable Goodneſs; in the one he 
gave Life, in the other he received Death; 

 Heb.12.4.in the one he commanded, in the other he «- 
| Heb.5.8. Sey d. And if Chriſt, hough he were 4 Son, 
het learned Obedience, by the things he endura. 
ſhould not we his Servants much rather learn Ml 5 

the like Obedience? Since he has therefore, MW. 

by his Paſſion, deliver'd us from the Empire 

r Theft, of Satan, the ſlavery of Sin, and the Wrath 

3.19, to come, ought we not ſerve him without 
fear, by an ingenuous Submiſſion ; glorific his 
Name, by a liberal Righteouſneſs; eſtabliſh 
his Kingdom in our Hearts, by a gratefu/ 
Piety, and ſhew our burning Affection to- 
wards him, and our inextinguiſhable Zeal for 
his Honour, by a conſciencious Obſervance 

of his Commandments? For if, under the Law, 

when Sacrifices and burnt Offerings were a 

gam. great part of Religion, Obedience was ſtill ac. 

| 35-22. counted better than Sacrifice, and to hearben Mtr. 

better than the fat of Rams ; how much more 


is Obedience not * Aen. boy. Pali 1 


* 


I 


. Chriſt Crucified.” 35 
to God, and thoſe inveſted with his Au- Peta. 13. 
thority, requir d under the nobler Diſpen- 

ſation of the Goſpel, when our Saviour 

has leſt us ſuch a ſhining Pattern of both, 

in becoming obedient to Death, even the Ph l. 2.6. 
Death of the Croſs? Who though he has 
thereby fo far full d all Righteouſneſs, as 
by his all. ſuſficient Merits to make up the 
Deficiencies of our imperfect Obedience, yet 
ſtill he exact Obedience from us (as far as we 
| are able) as a Condition of the Evangelical 
Covenant, as an Inſtance of our voluntary 
SubjetFion to him, our Lord and King; who 
„is the Author of eternal Salvation, to rhoſe 
© Wonly hat obey him. 

0 Wherefore to conclude; 

4 If our Saviour, in his doleful Paſſion, fall 
4 n his Face to the Ground, while he offered 
ul 
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up his Supplications to the Father to atone 
for our Pride; let us not only learn in our 
Devotions to give him the Reſpect and Le. 
neration of our bended Knees, but abhor our 
elves in Duſt and Aſhes, as the vileſt Of 
enders, If he was ſorrowfal and heavy to 
Death, to expiate for the Lightneſ? and Vas 
ity F our falſe Joys and impure Pleaſures ; 
et us learn to grieve for and for ſabe thoſe 
ins which coſt the Son of God fach Bale, 
nd 2 Was he led away bound to 
D 2 Caiaphas, 


Caiaphas, Pilate, and Herod to reſcue us 
from the Bondage of Sin? Let us hence be 


ed for our Offences, let us not live in thoſ 


Chriſt Crucified) 


admoniſh'd not 2 abuſe our Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, no more to become Yaſſals to Iniquity, 
bur to ſubmit ro Chains and Tortures, if we 
are call d thereby to witneſs his glorious Goſ 


pel. Was he mute under the Y7rwlente: of 


ſlanderous Tongues? Let us not preſumpruouſly 
plead our Innocence, when God by his Fudz- 
ments ſhall contend with us; but leave our 
Cauſe to him; who trieth the Hearts and 
Reins. Was he ſtript of his Garments and nail. 
ed naked to the accur ſed Tree? This ſhould 
remind us of the /ad Effects of our firſt Pa. 
rents eating the forbidden Fruit. If he was 
buffeted, derided, and bruiſed for our Tranſ 
greſſions, this ſhould teach us to bear cru! 
Mockings, and unjuſt Dealings with a Chri- 
ſtian Serenity. If he, for our ſakes drank Gall 
and Vinegar, this ſhould warn us to bewarc 
of intemperate Riot, and waſteful Luxur) 
If we would juſtly blame the Barbarity of the 
Fews in crucifying him, let us not, by our 
repeated Enormittes crucifie him afreſh, ans 
put him to an open Shame ; if he was deliver 


Offences for which he died; but die unto oi 
put off the old Man, that we may put on: 
Lord Jeſus, that the World ns; eruciji 


© Chriſt Crucified. l 37 
to us, and we to the World, we may with him 
riſe ro Righteouſneſs, Glory and Immortality. 


To ſum. up al in maar cxcallept ee. of 
our Church. 8 


Almighty and everlaſiing God, who of thy ten- 
aer Love towards Mankind, didſt ſend thine 
sony Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to take up- 
sos him our Fleſh, and to ſuffer Death upon 
Je Croſs for our Redemption; that all Man- 
4 [4nd ſhould follow the Example of his great 
V Hunility, mercifully grant, that we may both 
d Wfo/low the Example of his Patience, and alſo 
„Jie mage partakers of his Reſurrection, thro 
abe * Jef Chriſt our Kya be Amen. 
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1COR. XV. 55. 56, 57. 


0 Death, where is thy Sting 2 
O Grave, where is t 22 
ry? The Sting of Death i: 
Sin, and the Streneth of Sin 

L is the Law: But thanks be 

BP to God, which giveth us thi 

= Victory, Weed aur 435 


Fiſus Chriſt. 


PAINT Bak in ſeveral Places o 
FAS this excellent Epiſtle, and eſpeci 
ally, throughout, this whole Chap 
ter, labours to prove the Certain 
ty of the Reſurrection; the firm Belief where 
of, is a fundamental Point (we may lay) 0 
Natur 


Ea £7 Aw a 


Natur, as well as Reveal d Religion.” For 
if there is no Reſurrection, then is there no 
ſuch thing as a Day of Judgment; and con- 
ſequently, no future State of Immortality, 
wherein Men ſhall receive Rewards or Puniſh- 
ments, according to what they have done in 
the Body: And if there be no future State 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, then there ſeems 
to be ub Univer ſal and Eternal Juſtice, con- 
ſidering the unequal Diſtribution of Things 
here below, the frequent Proſperity of the 
Wicked, and the many Troubles, Diſtreſſes 
and Perſecutions of the Righreons; then alſo 
is the patient Hope of the one, and the ac- 
cuſing Checks of Conſtience in the other, pre 
carious and inſignificant: And if there be no 
ſuch thing as Uni ver ſal and Eternal Fuſtice, 
reſerving a due Recompence to every one, ac- 
eording to his Works, then there ſeems to be 
no ſuch thing as divine Providence; and if no 
drvine Providence, then is the very Being of 
God himſelf liable to be called in queſtion. ' - ---- 

Likewiſe, if we ſhall not all ri/e to appear 3. 13.14, 
before the Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, then is 516.15. 
not Chriſt himſelf riſen from the dead; and if 
Chriſt be not riſen, then is not the e 
of Mankind Accomphiſh'd; and conſequently, all 
Preaching up of Faith in Jeſus, and Salvation 
through his Name only, is vain and ſuperfluous; 

D 4 we 
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we are ſtill under the Dominion of Sin and 
Hell, and we Chriſtians re Men: ef 
mi ſerable. | "i 

Ir ſeems las, -of the Giinthians, 12 either 
. poſitively maintain'd there was no Reſtrre#7i- 
on from the Dead, or were apt to raiſe curious 
Doubts, and nice Queſtions concerning this 
great Article of our Creed. They were (as 
ſome Modern Epicures are) Men of a refin'd 
Luxury, had a delicate taſte of Pleaſure; and 
were elegantly induſtrious in finding out, and 
purſuing what might gratiſie their Senſes,” and 
conſequently were willing to ſearch after, and 
embrace all Arguments that. might. counte- 
nance a conſtant Indulgence in their j 
Appetites; to which a Perſuaſion that there 
was no Reſurrection chiefly conduc'd ; a No. 
tion agreeable to all fuch as pretend to Phi- 
ſaphy without Virtue, ra Politeneſe wiebou 
Religion. 

Therefore „ like the profligate Fools in 


„ the Wiſdom of Solomon, they Reaſoned 2: 


mong themſelyes, that fince "Life, though 
ſhort, was tedious; ſince in the Death of 
Man there was no Remedy, neither was there 
ever known. any to return from the Grave: 

Twas the moſt eligible Courſe. they could 
take to fl themſelves with coſtly. Wi ine and 


wala: t ler no Hlocher of the * 


K. 


| > | 
« ky @ * FO : 7 
iu the Rurrectiun. 
+4 * Ss 3 1 . - 3 3 a 4 


. poſs G 20 erm themolves ith: Raſt 
buds before. they were withered, to eat and 


for that ſtrange. new Doctrine of a Reſur- 
rection from the dead, which vain Bablers 
ſet forth, who talk alſo of Heaven and Hell; 


hold the Tombs to give up their impriſon d 
Bodies; the bright Citizens of Heaven 4%. 
ſcend among them; Could they but ſee the 


wretched Inhabitants appear and preach to 
them, they might peradventute belicve: As 
if the Caſe of Dives voluptuous Brethren 
were theirs, whom to convert the Saints muſt 
forſake their b/e/f Abedes; whom to terrifie 
the ghaſtly Dead muſt leave their Shrouds; 
and Voices muſt be heard from the Mouth of 
Hell, thundring out Fire and Brimſtone, Ven- 
geance and Damnation, to Scare them into 
their Duty; as if ſuch carnaiiy minded, and 
hardened Tranſareſſors, who will not believe 
Moſes, and the Prophets, nor yet the preach- 
ing f Chriſt and bis Apaſtles; would not al- 
ſo imagine all ſuch Voices and Apparitions 


Inſtns, "Wa 


#b:ans, and all others who ſhould confrovert 
or 


drink. for. to Morrow, they were to die. A 


St. Paul therefore to convince theſe Corin- 


of 
„ 
5 . 


could theſe diſſolute Scepticis but once be- 


bottomleſ3-Gulf. of Perdition diiclos d, and its 


to be nothing but meer Dreams and De- 


42 Death and SinVanguifhd 
or impugn this important Truth of the Reſur- 
rection, wrote this glorious and inimitable 
Chapter, full of profound Reaſoning, ſublime 
Knowledge, noble Eloquence, pathetical and 
divine Energy. In which Chapter our A 

poſtle having firſt prov'd our Lord's Reſurrecti. 

v. z. to on by a tlond of Mitneſſer, as well as his own 
* Teſtimony; and thence juſtly argu d for Our, 
(fince if Chriſt, the Head of the Church is 

V. 20,21, Yilen, then muſt we too the Members of his 
© 30, 31, Body riſe) as alſo, from the certain Hopes of 
3.  Tmmortality, that animated and ſuſtain d the 
primitive Chriſtians, (and eſpecially himſelf 

in their arduous Labours, and ſharp: Perſecu- 

tions, for the ſake of the Goſpel; and even 

from the very Nature of our baptiſmal Cove. 
nant, we being baptiz d into the belief of the 
x. 29, Reſurrection, and therefore by that Covenant 
oblig d to die unto Sin and riſe again unto 
Righteouſneſs, that being buried with Chriſt 

in his Death, ue may be partakers of a joy. 

ful Reſurrection through him, who died, aud 

was buried, and roſe again for us: And ha- 

ving ſhewu the manner how we ſhould be 

F. 35, to rais d, and with what Bodies we ſhould 
39. to come, namely, that as the ſame Grain, wic 


4- 42, to 


5. % was ſown in the Earth died, and was quic-y 


kned, and ſprung up with a Body proper to it; 
fo * our natural Bodies „ were ſown 


in 


in Corruption, Weakneſs, and Diſhonour, be 
rais'd in Iacorruption, Power, Spirituality, 
par Glory: As alſo having given ſome Ac- 
count. what ſhould become of thoſe who 
ſhould remain alive, at Chriſt's ſecond coming, 
that they ſhould be miraculouſly chang'd in a v. ;1. to 
Makin, in the twinkling of an Eye, and”: 55 
caught up in the Clouds, F- meet the Lord in 
the = And having farther told us, that 
when the Trumpet ſhould found, the Reſur- 
rection be compleated, and this corruptible 
and mortal Body ſhall have put on Incorrup- 
tion and Immortality, that then (according 
to the ancient Propheſie of Iſaiah) Death hi. 25.8. 
ſhould: b  fvallowed up in Victory I fay, 
this learned, and perſuaſive Teacher of the 
Gentiles, mighty in Mord and Deed, through 
the Spirit that firengthen'd him; as if he him- 
to ſelf had ſounded a Trumpet after ſome bloody 
ft Battle fought, and gain'd ; Fields ſtrow'd with 
7-H Slaughter, and (dreadful Champions laid low | 
nin Duſt; ſums up all in this Voice of Exulta- 
ha- tion, and Triumph, O Death! where is thy 
Hing? O Grave] where is thy Victory? Al- 
luding perhaps (as ſome think) to the Roman 
Standard, which had the Image of the God- 
dels Victory; but more directly referring. to 
what the Nope Hoſea had heretofore ſpo- 
ken in the Perſon of our Saviour, I will ran- 


I ſom 
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ſom the Dead from the Power of the Grave: | 
— 13. I will redeem them from Death : O Death ! 
I will be thy Baue, or Plague: O n Nu 6 

will be thy Deſtruct ion. | 

In diſcourſing upon the Words of che Text 

1 ſhall conſider, - -- ] 

I. Firſt, The Enemies here Quelrd . 1 

quiſh'd, Death, and its Sting. Sin, and its ˖ 
Strength, the Grave, and its Victory; the ſub- 0 

duing of which our Apoſtle celebrates in this f 
( 

| 

l 

\ 

f 


triumphant Exclamation, O Death ! where 
i thy Sting? 9 Grave? 0 ir * ea 
tory? 

=: vl Secondly, The Perſon by a ind 

through whom, this abſolute — aſtoniſhing 
Conqueſt is acquir'd for us, over thoſe. Enc- | 
mies, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 5 i 
III. Thirdly, The Duty of Thankſgiving IM : 
incumbent upon us, for ſuch an illuſtrious and t 
ſtupendous Conqueſt implied. in theſe Words, 0 
Thanks be to God, whogrveth us the Vittory c 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. l 
After which 1 ſhall briefly ſhew, what In- I 
fluence theſe Conſiderations ought to have n 
upon our Lives and Converſation. And, tl 
I. Firſt, The Enemies here ſubdu'd, the Tri- 1 
umph over which the Apoſtle celebrates in WW \ 
the Text, Death and its Sting, Sin, and its e 
Strength, the Grave, and its Victory; _ { 

Ws | chat 


in the Reſurrection. 45 
that drives the Soul from its lov'd Manſion. 
the Body; and the Grave, the dark Chamber 
of Death, where our Bodies are laid up to 
moulder away into Rottenneſs; the one the 
King of Terrors, that breaks the ſtouteſt job 18. 
Hearts; the other the horrible Pit of De- 
ſtruction, that engulfs, conſumes, and brings 
to nothing the Sons of Men: Mighty and 
confounding Enemies indeed! To repel the 
force of which, we labour with ſuch anxious 
Care, ſuch variety of Nouriſhment and Re- 
medies, and all the Aſſiſtance and Defence of 
Art and Nature; deſiring to linger out the 
very Dregs of Life, though amidſt inexpreſ- 
ſible Agonies, undergoing the moſt exquiſite- 
ly painful Diſeaſes, racking Dolours, torment- 
ing Inciſions, and diſtracting Convulſions, to 
avoid, or retard the fatal Stroke they preſage; 
the Apprehenſion whereof, like the Hand- 
writing upon the Wall, amidſt feaſting and * 
carouſing, changes the Form of the Viſage; © 
looſes the Foints of the Lois, and makes the 
Knees to ſmite one againſt another; the Re- 
membrance of it, being ſo extremely bitter to 
thoſe who truſt in uncertain Riches, and doat 
upon the empty Pleaſures of the World; and 
Mortals ſubmitting to it, with ſuch deep Re- 
$ gret, ſuch huge Reluctance, to find that the 
, lit Onion, and Marriage between the Soul 


t and 


45 
rb and Body muſt be 4iſſalv d; and pac 


Death and StmVangquiſh'd 


meet again till the Day of Judgment. 

And no wonder that the T s of br 
mortal Change are ſo irkſome; ſince Satan, 
though the Father of Lies, yet ſpoke the 


Voice of Nature, when he ſaid, Skin. for 


Skin, and all that a Man has will he give 


for his Life : For Death deprives us of our 
deareſt Relations, and Companions, our Vi- 


gour and Beauty, our Wealth and Honour, 


our darling Delights which we fo highly prize, 
ſo hardly purchaſe, fo cautiouſly preſerve, and 
ſo ſecretly enjoy: Tis this that ſhocks our 
Frame, freezes our Spirits, wofully diſgraces 
the remainders of our Mater Image, which 
the Tranſgreſſion of our firſt Parents left up- 
on our Bodies, and makes us ſcarce endure 


the ſight of our beſt. beloved Friends, when 


deceas d; ſuch an odious Alteration does it 


cauſe, ſuch a rueful and almoſt blaſting Spe- 
ctacle does it leave them, to remind us 
with a ſilent kind of Horror, what a miſc- 


rable Inheritance awaits us in the Grave, even 


| Beaſts and Worms, and creeping Things! 


But that which renders Death till more 


dteadful is, that beſides its natural Terror, it 


comes arm'd with ſuch a pointed Sting, as ran- 
cles even to our inmoſt Intrails, preys upon 
our Vitals, enters into our Bones, nay, even 

| into 


"inthe Reſurrection... | 
into our very Souls. And what is chis ng 
of Death but Sin? Sin, which may alſo be 
call'd the Sting of the old Serpent, that by 
his Suggeſtions rſt introduc'd Death, and all 
Maladies and Calamities into the World. By 
this virulent Sting, the verdant Glories, and 
ſpringing Beauties of Eden were tarvilh'd, 
baleful Influences ſhed, «even where the Tree 
of Life it ſelf grew, and Adam and Eve dri- 
ven out of the bliſsful Seat of Paradiſe, With 
the ſame Sting our reſtleſs Adyerlary the De- 
vil frets, galls and ulcerates Mens Conſticnces 
here on Earth, and laſhes, wounds, and tor- 
ments them, in the bottomleſs Deep below. 
Upon which account it becomes ſo horribly 
painful to Human Nature, that no Charms of 
Pleaſure or Muſick can alleviate its Smart, no 
Balm heal or mollifie it, no Art remove or 
pluck it out: Tis this that brings on that in- 

. bolerable Diſquiet of Soul that made David 
; Wo mourning all the Day long, when the pr 38. 1, 
. 7d rebubd him in his Wrath, and chaſten- ot. 
1 Md him in his hot Diſpleaſure, when the di- 
vine Arrows ſtuck faſt in him, and the Hand 
of the Almighty touch'd and Preſi d him {a 
ore, that there was no ſoundneſs in his Fleſh, 
wr reſt in his Bones, by reaſon of his Ini- 
quties, which were gone over his Head, 
1 an . Burden 00 e, for * to 

| ear. 
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bear. Twas this Fring of Death that made 
Gen.4.rz. Cain cry our, Mine Offence 2 is greater than 
can be forgiven. This is the execrable cauſe of 
that heavy Remorſe, that makes Potent Tranſ 
greſſors ſneak and droop, Tyrants to tremble 
amidſt their Guards, and induc'd diſconſolate 
Judas, to fling. down the thirty pieces of Sil. 
ver, the price of his Treachery, and depart 
and hang himſelf. In a word, this is that 
gnawing Worm, that in reprobate Spirits 
never dies, but like a Scorpion is 
Iy rolling in a Man's Breaft, biring and ſting- 
ing him, till his Impatience ariſes to deplorabl: 
Madneſs, and Heart-rending Deſpair, 
And as Sin is the Sting of Death, ſo the 
Strength of Sin i the Law; Sin being in. 
powerd to hurt us by the Law which for. 
_ bids it, and conſequently brings Guilt and 
Puniſhment upon us; for Sin is the Tran/: 
greſſion of the Law : Were there indeed 1 
Law there would be 20 Tranſgreſſion; but 
Man, fince his Fall, being immers'd in Sen- 
ſualiry, having by repeated Guilt corrupted 
and debaſed his Soul, filenc'd the Dictates of 
his Conſcience, and fo far obliterated the Lau 
of right Reaſon (giv'n him by God to guid: 
1 his Actions) as by a fatal Degeneraty to hart 
5 | in a manner, loſt the natural Senſe of Goo! 
«nd Evil; the Almighty in his infinite Mer 


1 3 * - | 
cy and Wiſdom thought it highly expedient 
to add the moral Lato to repair the rums of 
that of Nature; to give Mankind a ſuccinct Rom. 3. 
Knowledge of what was before ſinful ; to ma- 
nifeſt the horrid Nature, and fearful Conſe- 
quences of Tranſgreſſion, that Men might be 
deterr'd from it, and in caſe they ſhould fool- 
iſhly take occaſion from the Commandment 
(through their innate Depravity, malignant In- 
dignation, and perverſe Propenſity to do that 
which is prohibited) to work all manner of 
Concupiſcence, and ſo be deceiv'd and ſlain by 
Hun; that then (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) Sin 
might more evidently appear, as ſuch, work» 
ing Death by the Commandment, which was 
good; and thereby become more exceedingly 
ſinful. For this cauſe the Law of Nature 
was enfore'd by another Law, which was at 
F once to be the Rule of, and Motive to, a per - 
fect and unſinning Obedience; binding every 
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_ one that violated it to undergo the ſevereſt 
oft Puniſhment, and rendring him obnoxious to 
ted the Curſe of the Law; for, as St. Paul ob- 


ſerves, curſed was he that continued not in G1 3.10 
all things written in the Book of the Lau 
which Law (however miſunderſtood and per- 
verted by the Scribes and Phariſees) being in its 
nature and tendency Spiritual, render'd not 
only Sins of Commuſſion, but Omiſſion, crimi- 
* E nal, 


50 


Rom. 7. 
. > 


Epheſ. 2. 


dye. and conſequently is the ſfrength of Sin, 


ict that Death, which it mercifully-7hreat- 
bepets Death. The Law was ordain d i 


both Tempora 


from the Dominion and Puniſhment of Sin. 


Death and Sm V angquiſh'd 
nal, and oblig d the whole Man not to of- 
fend either in Thought, Word, or Deed. And 


© foraſmuch as every Sin (as was before obſer- 
ved) is a Trauſgreſſion of this Moral Lau, 


and therefore cui ſed; this Law (according to 
our Apoſtle) working Wrath, upon the ac- 
count f our Diſobedience 5 and foraſmuch as 
all Men have ſinn d, and all are naturally Chi. 
dren of Wrath, whoſe Inheritance is Deſtru- 
ction; the Lato therefore condemns us all to 


SSL: 


as Jin is the Sting of Death, and fo we arc il ; 
all liable to Death. and Damnation. Not that 

the Law was in in it ſelf, for the Command. Ml 1 
ment is holy, juſt, and good; but equitably iu. 


ned as a Puniſhment of Iniquity, and makes 
our own 1niquities condemn us, becauſe Sin 


Life, would Men have obey'd it, but by tran/ 
greſſing it we find it condemns us to Deatl, 
and Eternal; unleſs there be 
an Atonement offer d, and a Sacrifice made 
for us (Which we are in no wiſe capable of ma. 
king for our ſelves) that we may be deliver 


For which Purpoſe the Ceremonial La 


of Moſes was according to its grarions Dim 


4 Mu intended as * to bin 
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in the Reſurrection. © 
the Jews to Chriſt ; and in its various Types 
and Oblations ſuhſervient to the Promiſe , 
and prefiguring rhe coming of the Meſſiah, 
(who by the one Oblation of himſelf was to 
2 an end to all Legal Sacrifices) this be- 
a lower kind of Inſtitution accommoda- 
— to the then imper fect State of the Church, 
till a more perfeſt one ſhould be revealed un. 
der Chriſt, that in the 'filneſs of Time, both 
Jews and Gentiles, the Children of Abra- 
ham's Faith and Obedience, d * ee 
in hir Seed ſhould be bleſſed. + 
For the like Reaſons among widen) oo 
Moral Law (though of Eternal Obligation) 
was given to Illuſtrate (in ſome meaſure) 
the Beauty, Glory, and Deſireableneſs of the 
divine Grace in the promite of Pardon and 
Salvation to be exhibited in the Goſpel; that 
as Offences  abounded, Mercy might much Rom. 5. 
more abound ; as Sin reigned unto Deatßbßb 
by the Law, ſo might Grace reign through 
Righteomſmeſs anto eternal _ 2 Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord. © © | 
Nevertheleſs, Shi aT errible — Death 
Is, when arm' d with Sin, and thus ſtrengthen- 
d by the Law will appear by teflecting a 
Ittle, thar when our bleſſed Saviour who was 
limſelf free both from Original and Actual 
zn, vouchſaf d to ſuffer for the Sins of the 
E 2 World, 
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52 Death and SmV anquiſhd 
World, which were imputed to him, he felt 
| Pains morepungent than the Thorns, or Nails, 
or Spear, which pierc'd only his Fleſh; could 
give; the ting of Death he was to endure, 
the Iniquities of us All when laid upon him, 
far ſharper than the Vinegar, and more. bitter 
than the Gall he drank, the: vaſt load of the 
Tranſgreſſions of the whole Race of Man- 
kind, which he bore, transfix'd his Soul with 
the greateſt and moſt amazing Horror. For, 
what inconceivable Oppreſſiom of Spirit, what 
mighty Agonies, what big Drops of blood) 
Sweat, what ſtrong Throws, and paſſionate 
Expoſtulations, did the Cup of the divine 
Wrath, brim full of the Enormities of all the 
Sons of Adam cauſe in him,. when it mad: 
him ſo earneſtly pray in the Garden, Father, 
F it be poſſeble let this Cup paſs from me, 
when this Son of Man (though united to 
God) was amidſt his Devotion, ſo encompal 
ſed about with Sorrow and Terror, as to 
| ſtand in need of an Angel to comfort him: 
Indeed at the firſt he defir'd to drink this 
birrer Cup, as one that chearfully came to de 
the Will of his Father, and he was ſftraitn: 
till Yi Baptiſm in Blood was accompliſh'd 
while his Enemies were preparing for his Deal 
with ns he himſelf was preparing Y 
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D in the. Reſurretion. . 
it with Love; 'reſoly'd to offer himſelf a free 


Sacrifice, with great Mercy and Condeſcen- 


The Day before his Paſſion he rode in Triumph 
into Jeruſalem, Where he knew he was to 


fortunate City, which would not under ſtand 
the things that belong d to their Peace ; but 
when this Man of Sorrows, cloth'd with our 
Infirmities, comes to meet that Paſſion, then 
is his Soul exreeding ſorrowful even unto 
Death; then though 8 Son of God, 
Tears of 


flow 


rit within him, are meited lite Max; every 
Pore of his Body ſeems to weep Blood, which 
paſſes through and tinges his Apparel red: 
Then while hanging on the Croſs, does he, in 
the bitterneſs of his troubled Mind. break out 
into this mournſul and vehement Exclamati- 
on, My Cod, my God, why haſt thou for ſa- 
ten me? All which proceeded not barely from 
the Apprehenſion of the ignominious Death 
he was to ſuſtain, or the lively Senſe of the 
baſe Ingratitude he found in the Houſe of his 
Friends, who heap'd upon him ſuch Woe and 
Reproach, Indignities, S 
but from the Storms of his Father's; raging 
"<< emptied upon him for the Ot 
, 3. fences 


fion, whatever Aſliction it might coſt him. 


ſuffer, and ſhed Tears of Pity over that un- 


apace from him, he | 
is pur d out like: Water, his Bones and Fpi. Pſ. 22. 14. 


tripes, and Wounds, 
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Lam. I. 


Fach in his Blood, andSarisfaftion, by a ſi 


inherent in the wretched Sinner? How will it 
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Poiſon; to diffuſe its Infection throughout the 


fences of the whole World, which he was to n. 
fore from Death and the Grave; which verified 
the Prophecy of Jeremiab, when he ſets forth 
our Saviour's pitiful Complaint on the curſed 
Tree to the cruel and hard-hearred Fes, to 
careleſs and unrelenting Chriſtians ; Ir it no. 
thing to you, all ye that paſs by 2 ' Behold 
and ſee, if there be any Sorrow" like unto 
my Sorrow, wherewtth the Lord has afflicl. 
as me in the. Day of bis fierce Anger? 

And if the Sing of Death wrought ſuch 
irritating and prodigious Smart in Chriſt, who 
knew no Sin, how ſhall we, abominable Tranſ 
greſſors be able to ſtand up under it, unleſs by 


cere R and humble Confidence 
in his Merits, — hold on his Croſs? If 


Guilt, when barely to the Innocent, 
was fo acute and corroding, what is it when 


gird and ſcald his aking Conſcience, with ſuch 
ick Pangs, that he ſhall live à continual 
error, and Plague to himſelf, carry about 
him an Hell in his Boſom, which ſnall dai- 


ly eccho to pac na Peals of Dan 
nation? 


What ſhall I 47 ? "Tis the dire effe@ of Si 
like an-envenord Dart, at once to wound and 


© 08 
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in the Reſurrectiom. 
Whole Man, corrupt the Body, blunt the 
Senſes, blind and pervert the Underſtanding, 
darken the Soul, taint the Vitals, and make 
us ſtink in the Noſtrils of our Maker. 

What is it but Sin that fills the Air with 

peſtilential Vapours, ſends forth the deſiroy- 
ing Angel to make Millions fall; draws M hiri- 
winds out of the Almighty's Treaſures to 
work pernicious Havock upon Sea and Land ; 
points the flames of Fire, that lays whole 
Towns in. Aſhes, arms all Nature againſt us 
as Inſtruments of eternal Wrath to puniſh us 
for our repeated Offences ? 

Were it not for Sin, the Sting of Death; 
we ſhould not be ſo afraid or unwilling to die; 
but for this, Death it {elf could not have reach- 
ed us; bur aſſaulting us with this Sting, the 
Strength of which is the Law that condemns 
us, it not only kills our Bodies, but without 
timely Penitence, our Souls too; and deſtroys 
not only Life, but Grace and Glory. Hence 
it is that wicked Men cannot think or dream 
of Death, without the utmoſt Confuſion, be. 
cauſe they know (however they ſeem to con- 
ceal or diſſemble it) that after Death comes 
the Judgment, and then it will be in vain to 


in, call fr Rocks ar Mountains ta hide their Rer. 6.16. 


nd guilty Heads, whoſe odious Actions are as 
be great» Mountaims between them and Mercy; 
ole | E 4 and 
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for — ſeems but an Entrance into the 
will be to them but a ſecond Death, whereby 


Death and SinV anguiſh d 
and their Rebellions againſt the divine Ma- 
jeſty like the great Deep, or _ denten 
Heaven and Hell. | 

To ſuch unrelenting Offenders, Sin makes 

Death; but the — of Sorrows, the 

ſcorching Fever that dries up and exhales their 


Blood and Spirits, is but the dawning of E- 
verlaſting Burnings; the Grave that yawns 


Lake of Sulphur ; the Reſurrection it ſelf 


they ſhall ve always to die for ever, by the 
everlaſting Indignation of a juſtly incens d 
God, to whom Sin was ſo hateful, that it 
was eaſier for him to ſend his Beloved Son to 
ſuffer Death for it, than to let it n 
go unpuniſſi d. | t 

So dreadful and confounding are he Ene- Wl 
mies to Mankind, Death, and the Grave; i 4 
Death arm'd with Sin, Sin empower'd and 2 
ſtrengthen'd by the Law to condemn us, and 
the Grave commiſſion'd to hold us till the 
laſt Trump ſhall ſummon us to anſwer at the 
great Tribunal of Chriſt. And ſuch being the 
uncontroulable Power of theſe reſtleſs, impla- 
cable, inveterate Enemies, ever — in 
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Carnage, and ſeeking whom they may Wl 
vour, no wonder that they have, x. * an 
En 


Condempation of the Lau 10 reaſon of * 
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In he Reſurrection. N 

ſo wide and irreſiſtible a Succeſs over the Face 
of the whole Earth; which is. viſible enough 
in that not only. Plants and Animals, as par- 
taking of the Curſe conſequent upon Adam's 
Fall, but all Men die for their Offences, there 
being no Man living that ſhall not taſte of 
Death; ſo that confidering the daily Spec- 
tacles of Mortality we meet with, the fre- 
quent Spoils and Trophies of thele irrecon- 
cilable Adverſaries, whom no Penſions, Inte- 
reſts, or Authority can bribe, we might here 
almoſt invert the Apoſtle's Words, and fay, 
O Death! where is not thy Sting? O Grave! 
' where is not thy Victory? For even thoſe 
heroical Diſpenſers of Death, who make a 
Trade of Blood-ſhed, and deal about Slaugh- 
ter in the Field of Battel, muſt one Day yield 
to Fate; the Mighty muſt fall, the / eapon: 
and T hunderbolts of the War muſt be broken 
and periſh; and though their Swords are laid 
under ther Heads, yet as the Prophet ob- 
ſerves, - their IJuiquities ſhall be upon their 
Bones; - however they were 4 Terror to 
their fellow Creatures in the Land of the 
Living. Bur, if aol H4-datuld: 
Il. Secondly, Let us conſider the Perſon by 
vhom, and through whom this aſtoniſhing - 
and abſolute Victory is gain d for us over thee 
Enemies, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


rene 


He 


Death and Sin Vanquiſb d 
He was the mighty Champion, and invin- 
cible Captain of our Salvation, (under whoſe 
Banner we have ſworn to fight againſt the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil) he was that 
renowned Warrior, that with confie/ed Noiſe, 
and Garments rolled in Blood, entered: into 
the Liſts with Death, Sin and the Grave, and 
gave them their Bane and Overthrow, by his 
Death and Reſurrection. 

Though he ſubmitred to Death for a while, 
yet he ſaw #0 Corruption, his Body was as 

ſweet in the Grave, as the Spices that em- 
balm'd him, as the precious Ointment the pe- 
nitent Woman pour'd upon his Head. The 
Devotion of Joſeph gave him indeed à Tomb. 
but his own Right Arm gave one to Death, 
which has ſince laid buried in his Grave: 
Though the Jeu triumph'd in his Fall, and 
faid, Now that he lieth let him riſe up 10 
more, though they ſer a Watch upon his Se. 
pulcher, yet the Soldiers who guarded it were 
ſenſible of the prodigious Earthquake that 
preceded his Reſurrection, they ſaw the An- 
gel roll away the mighty Stone ; and thereupon 
were ſtruck with ſuch Terror, that they be. 
came as dead Men, (whilſt Chriſt, the Day 
. ſpring that at firſt viſited Mankind from or 
high, now viſited them m the Grave, and 


aſtended from the * Parts of tit 
Earth.) 
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na They ſaw at leaſt, that his Body 
was miſſing in the Grave, as appears by the 
Account they gave to the Sanbedrim, who Mat. 28. 
largely brib'd them to report a ridiculous Sto- 
ry; as if the Diſciples, who were ſo rimo- 
r0us as to for ſale him when apprehended, 
could be ſo reſolute as to ſteal his guarded 
Body when dead; as if a whole Roman Cu- 
ſlodia, conſiſting of ſixty Perſons, could all 
be aſleep at once, the ground ſhaking and tot- 
tering under them; or if they were, could give 
an Account what was done in their Sleep. Of 
PL little force was the ſuborn d Witneſs of the 
Watch, to invalidate, as their idle Arms had 
been before to hinder or retard our Lord's Ri- 
ſing again; a Truth the Phariſees and Elders 
durſt not examine into, for ſear of being them- 
ſelves diſcovered, and confounded. 

But indeed it was impoſſible our Saviour 
ſhould be long detain d in the Grave, conſider- 
ing the Types that ſhadowed out, and the Pro- 
pheſie that foretold his Reſurrection; conſider- 
ing his own Prediction concerning himſelf; his 
inſtituting the Euchariſt, as a perpetual Memo- 
rial of his Death, which could have been of no 
laving eect to Mankind, had it not been fol- 
lowed by his Reſurrection; had not the Grave 
given- bim up as the V hale did Jonah the 
third 
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Pſ. 16. 10 third Day. It was alſo impoſſible his Sou/ ſhould 
| be left in Hell, conſidering his Father's Ju. 
ftice which was fully /atisfy'd by his expiatory 
Paſſion ; and therefore, according to his De- 
cree and Compact with his. Son, would not 
faffer him to remain under the Dominion of 
Death ; which had he continued under, his full 
Saticfaction for Sin could not have been ma- 
nifefted, nor could Men have believed on him, 
unleſs he who had died for their Sms, had al. | 
fo roſe again for their Juſtification, nor could | 
he himſelf have accomplilh'd his eternal High WM , 
Prieſthood, had not he the immaculate Victin, f 
who was ſlain, li d again to enter into the fl | 
Sanctuary made without Hands, and inter- 
cede for us in Heaven. Above all, it was a 
impoſſible for him to be detain d in the State p 
of the Dead, in reſpect of the intimate Union Ml } 
of the Divine Nature with the Human in his 
Per ſon; which Union could not be diſſol yd: 
by Death: For though the Divine Nature ſuf. MW 1 

C 

$ 

C 

b 


fer'd, for a while, the Human to ſink, yet it 
Epheſ. 1. ſoon quickned it by the exceeding great Pow- 
19- er of the Godhead. Though Chriſt laid down 
his Life as Man, yet as God he re-aſſum'd it, 
the Chains of Death could no more hold him 1 
than the withy Bands could Sampſon; it be- ti 
ing as neceſſary for the iron Gates of Death 8 


10 fa 


O99. ONO Do — — 
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in the Reſurretion. © 
0 let out the Lord of Life, as for the ever- 
laſting Doors to be . up to receive the 
King Glory. 
100 as Chriſt was Efficient the cauſe of 
his own Reſurrection, fo he is Meritoriouſſy 


his Dominion over Death, as he was the 
Lord Chriſt; and that Dominion is a Proof 
that we through him ſhall riſe again, as he ir 
our Lord and Saviour, and we engrafted in 
him; whereby we are aſſur'd of the Conſola- 
tion of Grace, which our Souls at preſent 
ſhall receive in the Militant; and the exal- 
ted Dignity both our Souls and Bodies ſhall 
attain to, in the Church Tr:amphant. In his 
Sacrifice of himſelf he exercis'd his Sacerdo- 


King upon the holy Hill of Sion; by the one 
he ran ſom d us from eternal Deſtruction; by 
the other he has purchas d for us everlaſting 
Life; by the one he nail d our Sims to his 
it. WW Croſs, and blotted out the Hand-writing a- 


the cauſe'of ours. His Riſing again ſhew'd - 


tal Office; in his Re ſurreſt ion he was et as 


/- WH g£4inſt us, by the other he has ſubdued the 


'n WW Grave, which not being able to bind him (who 
being God as well as Man, was free among 
the Dead) ſhall conſequently not be able to 
tie us down any longer, when his divine Pow- 
er ſhall begin to change owr vile Bodies, and 
faſhion them like unto his glorious Body. For 
\ | | if 


S 
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tion to extinguiſh 
eſcape the Condemnation of the other. As 


Heb. 10, 
28. 


failure of which, was, without ſome Expia- 


lical Diſpenſation. Many Sins are now par- 


Death and Sin Vanguiſb d 
if the Spirit of Life which ir in him, be al. 
fo (through him) i #5; be who rair'd him- 
ſelf ſhall quicken us, by the ſame Spirit: If 
Chriſt be riſen to become the firft Fruits of 
them that flept, then ſhall all that ſleep in 
bim be reſtor d to Life: If Death has no. more 
Dominion over him, neither ſhall it finally 
have over them, who are to enjoy eternal 
Life through him, who 5 ks the nen 1 


By the fame Death ond-Refarrediinn; our 
bleſſ ed Redeemer has pluck'd out the Sing of 
Death, and broken the Strength of Cin, the 
Law, enabling us by Grace and Sandtifica- 
the Horrors of the one, and 


he has redeem'd us from the Cur/e of the 
Law, being made @ Curſe for us, ſo by /a. 
tisfying the Rigor of the Law, he has pro- 
cur'd eaſier Terms for us, under the Evange- 


donable, which were not fo b y Moſes's Law, 
which whoſoever deſpis'd, died withour Mer- 
cy, which afforded no Grace to enable Men 
to obey it, nor Relaxation to thoſe that broke 
it: inſtead of that perfect and »n/imning Obe. 
dience which the Law exacted, (the leaſt 


_ [rremiſlible,) we have the Law your. 
/ Op 


n the RefurreGion. 


vours indeed to be perfect, but where it falls 
ſhort, repente and perſeveres in Contrition; 
ruſting in the Merits and Propitiation of 


the whole Law, and who by his Death un- 


poſtle ſpeaks) we being not now under the 
Law, but Grace, where Mercy is offered 
upon true Penitence, through Faith in Chriſts 
Satisfaction, and alſo Grace farther given us 


ll PR—_ * * 9 _— 


the Law, ſhall not conſign us over to eternal 
Death, if we are ſincerely penitent; for the 


Law of the Spirit of Life ſets us free from 
the Law of Sin and Death, through Chriſt 


lediction of the Law, and by overcoming the 
ſharpneſs of Death, opened the Kingdom of 
Heaven to all Believers; that Kingdom which 
he has purchas'd for us by his Blood, a far 
better Paradiſe than our Firſt Parents loſt ; that 
Kingdom of his Father, which he ſhall award 
to thoſe that love him, who having been our 
merciful Higb-Prieſt touch'd with our Tn- 
frmities, knows whereof we are made, and 
conſequently -will nor be extreme to mark 
what we have done amiſs; nor judge us ac- 
cording to the /everzty of the Law, but the 


„ V os > v _% So 


obſequious Faith that works by Love, endea- 


Chriſt, whoſe un/aming Obedience fulfill 


derwent its Puniſhment. So that (as the A- 


to ſtrengthen us to repent, Jin, by virtue of 


Jeſus, who has taken away the extreme Ma- 


I gracious 
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gracious Allowances of the Goſpel. Not that 


the moral Law is abrogated, much leſs 40 5 
ter d, as to its Obligation, by Chriſt; bur ful. WM , 
Ad, as to its Precepts,” and the Penalty of ill , 
it, undergone by him in our Nature and p 
Stead; yet fo, as we ſtill are bound to 0b/erve if ;, 
it even by the Law of Grace; the Law of 2. 
Grace which enjoins us to obſerve it opera. ¶ .. 
ting to our Salvation, by reconciling the ori. C 
ginal Law tous, upon our Repentance, which WW x; 
before, through its /evere Sant7ions was ˙ . 0 
gainſt us; and the Goſpel enabling us by „ 
Grace to perform the Law; and aſſuring us, f 
that God is willing to pardon the imperfect in. 
Obedience of Penitent Tranſgreſſors, for WM ;;, 
Chriſt's ſake; and moreover, to reward them oþt 
with Life and Immortality. All which En. 5 


ement to, and Reward of a new Obc- he, 
dience, the Law it ſelf did not give; For it ed 
made nothing perfect, but only at a diſtance ¶ laſt 
ſignified @ better Hope, of which it afforded {M,, | 
bur a faint and glimmering Proſpect; the Lau 17 5 
was given by Moſes, as a Miniſter and Servant 
to deliver God's Will; but Grace, Mercy and 
Peace came from the Father by Cbriſt the 
Son of his Love, who is the Truth and Sub. 
ſtance of all the Types of the Law, and i, 
whom alone all God's Pramiſes are verified 
Upon which Account the Law, ay 
Weg bs 2 1 


* vp the TR 


firi# Obedience, back d with the moſt ter- 
rible'Menaces, in caſe of Tranſgreſſion, pre- 
vaild little but to keep Men under the Bon- 
dage of Fear ; whereas the Goſpel, by Love, 


prevails more upon Men, when they believe 


it, by proclaiming Pardon to all char repent, 
and an immenſe Retompence- to the Obedi- 
ent, and by divine Aid to. and gra- 
cious Acceptance of, the honeſt and pious 
Endeavours of thoſe who ſniall lo u to 
Chriſt the Author an Finiſher of our Salua- 
tion; who haying, in the courſe of his Miſ- 
ſion, cat ö out Devil, and raiſed the Dead; 
and even at his Death rent the Rocks; mads 


Sainte, cebidb 22 aroſe; Much more hag 
he, by his Paſſion and Reſurrectten“ Gbtain⸗ 
ed an unlimited Power #0 v ut up at the 
laſt Day, and therefore he who is mighty ro 
conquer, arid mighty' to ſave, whoſe Word 
is Truth; and whoſe Work is Salvation, who 
has quell'd the Vahquiſher;- poi, aud bound 
be Prince of Darkneſs, and openly criumph- 
d over” Pxincipalitias, will fars 
her, at the Reſurrection of our Box 
lies, utterly Airy Death, the laſt: Ene- 
, and glut the Grave with the cant] 
be Deſtroyer. : 15452; HAT E i N W 

"I'S Hence- 


eee 


the Barth to tremble abſcur d the Suh, and Mat. 51: 
9pened the Graves, ſo that many Bodies "” 


"© Death wot Sin y, and, 4 


Henceforth then, u, the Sting of Death, 
and the Lau, the Strength of Sin, have no 
more abſolute Dominion over us, the 'Sons of 
Godby Adoption, if we obey the Precepts of the 
Kom.8.1. Goſpel; There 15 now nd Condemnation to them 
that uull and lius in Ghrift, and die in the Lord: 
the Serpent” e Heed is bruifed, his Teeth have 
loſt their Venom; the Grave is become a 
Place of foft Repoſe;:; which diſcontinues in- 
_ deed, but conclodes not Life 3 receives into 
its Boſom for a time, but muſt deliver us up 
at the Pay of Recributign and Conſummation 
of all Things; when an univerſal Earthquale 

Ui Jhake apen the Tombs, and all Szover 


and 4 — of an Omaipotent God, 
who. uſt, created us out of Nothing; when 
Srong farth out of Cerraption, the Sex ſbal 
gun an ber Dead. Deftrutiions ſhall come Wh. - 
* End, and Death and Fiel 
be u filiowed up in Vichy. | Chear 
fully then may we ſuhmit to Deavh,. which is 
not how, at leaſt onght. not to ſeen ſo for- 
milable; it is the Door of Hope, the Entrance 
into a better State; and. though bitter to 
taſte, yet, like the Herbs of ald autem at tht 
Paſſover, i is a Teſtimony 3 
2211011 a 1 
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| 


that we are delivered from the A/ of B 
lage; our Shrowd becoming but a prepata- 

ory Gurment 10 be clotiyd farther with | 
white Linen at the Marriage Fraß of the 5 
Ren, TT eden 99 
Awake therefore; aud fong ye thut del 

in the Dat, for ye ſhall ſee your Redeemer 

ſand at the latter Day on the Earth, no 

longer dow the Carpenter's Son; à Man de: 

ſpiſed; buffered; acquainted with Gfiefs, att 

obſcute Galiltam, a Cinrified God, (as ſome 

in Detifion call'd him) but the Sovereign of 

Angels, the Fudge r Men and Devils, the 

Lord of all Things, both in Haven and 
Earth; who has a Name abvt ell Names, 
which every Knee muſt bow, which all 
Tmgues maſt confeſs 1 brfove whom, the four 

ond twenty Elders, with their Hayþs and gol. Rev.. 10. 
den Viale full of Odburt, fall down and wor- 

ſip and caſt rhei Crotons before bis Throne, 
Fring, Worrhy is the Lamb that was flain td fe, f . 
receive Pour and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 1, 1. 
Strength, and Hundur, andGlory, andBl:ſing, 

leſing and Honour, Glory, and Power, be to 

lim that fitterh on the Throne, and to the Loh 


- 


r ever aud ever. Which leads me tothe 


II I. e in eb dera le in che Text, Vis. 
ty 01 1 9ank/2rving incumbent upon. us 


F232 Than 
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" Thanks be to Cod, who giueth us the Vit. 
ry through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now the Benefits we receive by our Savi. 
our s Paſſion and Reſurrettion, are ſo vaſt 
and extenſive, that they not only require the 
pious Tribute of Gratitude and Praiſe, at this 
high Feaſt; but during the whole Courſe of 
our mortal Lives, eſpecially ſince, if duly com- 
memorated, and applied, they confer upon 
us an happy Eternity. „ oc b. 
That the Son of God ſhould come down 
from Heaven, by his moſt holy Religion, and 
perſect Example, to regulate our Manners, to 
illuminate our Rinde, and eſtabliſh our Faith, 
to confirm our Hope, touch our Conſcience, 
and ſubdue our Paſſions, to exalt our Devo- 
tion, enflame our Charity, . and renew and 
ſanctiſie our Souls; that he ſhould make 4 
ronement, for our original and actual Sin, 
by his precious Death, and divert the Tem 
peſt of his Father's jealous Anger due to us, 
upon his own. guiltleſs Head; that he ſhould 
3 5 & do theſe great things for our Souls 
which in Darkneſs and Miſery, but take 
care even to dignifie, to crown and aſſocia 
to his cyerlaſting, Preſence, our ſinful Bodies 
that the Father ſhould breath Life into Dul 
the Son aſſume it, the Holy Ghoſt make | 
his OPS) and al this to exalr it to py 


- 
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In the Neſirratlion. 69 
and Immortality; herein the u 

ſearchable Wiſdom, the tranſcendent Power, 
and inexhauſtible Love of the ever-bleſſed and 
glorious Trinity. Adorable W:/Jom! which 
brought Good out of Evil, and made the en- 
vious Malice of Satan turn only to his own - 
indelible Shame, and inevitable Confuſion ; Un- 
exampled Love ! even ſtronger than Death. 
which by diſannulling the Sue and Puniſh- 
ment of Sin, has aboliſh'd Death, the Wages 
of Sin; Invincible Power / which prevails 
over the Gates of Hell, and breaks i in Wr 
the Bars of the Grave, _ © 

Well then does St. Peter enjoin us, to bleſs 1 Pet. i. 
God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who according to his abundant. Mercy hath 
begotten. us again unto a lively Hope by the 
Reſurrection of Je ſus Chriſt from — Dead, 
to enjoy an Inheritance undefiled and incor- 
ruptible, reſerved for them that are kepr by 
be Power of God through Faith unto 5 94 | 
ation. Therefore let us clap our Hands, pf 41.1. 
md ſhout unto God with the Voice of Tri- 
mph. For the Lion of the Tribe of Fudah + 
a5 encounter'd and worſted the roaring Lion, 
be Devil; though he couch d for a while * 
cr the Grave, yet his glorious Indignation 
ut of love to us, raus d him up from the 
joth of Death; the Root of Jeſſe, the Of | 
„ 


— 
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170 Death andSinV anguiſbd 
Asam. . ring of David bath caſt down the Piri. 
34 tual Goliah', who made the Armies of 1/rac} 
| 10 trembſe; though he was led into the ftrong 
Pc. 60. 9. City of Bozroh, be ſet bis Foot upon Bam; 
though he was buried he ſprung up, with 
Judg.; 1. mighty Pacer march'd valiantly, and trod 
"don Strength; though his Veltments were 
1 ſhar'd among the Soldiers, he got himſelf rich 
Ifai. 63, Apparel; though he trod the M ine: preſi a 


2 74 fone, yer he trampled his Enemies in his Fu. 
| CY, and ſiam'd his Raiment with their Blood, 
=_ - when the Day of Vengeance was in hi fert, 
| dad the Tear of his Redeemed was come. 

- -Fhus the Lord of Hoſts is become exteeding 
Glorious, has pur on glorious Apparel, i 
gone forth « „and continues ſtill to 
Conquer, not with the dom of Fleſh,” but the 
Stoord of the Spirit, by Truth, p11 
and Peace: He has choſen an everlaſting In- 
hericaoco for ys, and ſent down his Holy Spi 
rit to rule in our Hearts, to endue ys with 
- .ſtifyivg Righteouſneſs, to refide in, fand 

He, and quicken. qur Bodies; and the fame 
doly one of 1/tacl. who is riſen from the 
Dead with Triumph, ſhalt cauſe us to riſe will 
4 Sbeut, and the ſound of the Trumper. Whit 
then ſhall. we render unto the Lord, for al 
the Benefits that he hath done unto ur? What 


ewe eee reader _— 
94 of 
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the . e and. — It 
becometh well the Faft to be 2thankful, and 
much more Sinners who hope for the Refi. 
rectiun of the Fuſt. © Since then thoſe that 


praiſe the Lord, who ſhall ſpew bis Wonders 
| among the Dead, bu loving kimaueſt in the 

Grave; and his faithfulneſs in Defiruttion 
ler us that remain alive, (while we live and 
have any Being) magnifie his holy Name, ſay- 
ing, Great and M; bey is the Lord our King, 
who healeth our Infirwities, forgrueth our 
Sins, aud ſaveth our Life fromDefirutJios; 
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high, and ſate dyum on the Throne of his 
Holineſs : By the efficacy of whoſe Triumphs, 


were taken, yet ſhall- that very Duft be gla- 
rified, and glorifie Gad; and we ſhall be more 
than Conquerors,” t him who /aved a5, 
and waſh'd ur in his own Blood, and makerh 
continual — for * * the right Hand 
of the Father. 

IV. A che Text, — 
only that I briefly: ſhew by way of Applica- 
cation, what Influence theſe' Conſiderations 
ought to have upon om Lives and Converſation. 

„ Now 


Dre 


e 
22 
"CD 


have been long dead, gone dows into filence, Pf 115. 


and. the Land of Oblivion, ſhall one Day! . 


who has thrown the pale Horſe and bis Ri. 
der, led Captivity captive, afſtended up on 


though we — to Duſt, aut f which we 


" - 
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Now then, if we would juſtly celebrate this 


great Victory. and bear a part in it, let us 
2 our ſelves like unto Chriſt, both dying 
and riſing; as he roſe from the Grave, 0 
| ſhould we:from Sin ; as he lives unto God, fo 
ſhould we in all godlareſs: live unto him; ta- 
king his Will for our Law, his Mord for our 
Rule, his Life for our Example, and his Spi- 
rit for our Guide. As Death hath now 16 
more Dominion over him, ſo neither ſhould 
Iniquity any more reign in ur: As we have 
born the Image of the earthly Adam, ſo ſhould 
we even in this Life put on that of the he. 
| wenty One, that Evil — mortified- in us 
by the Power of his Death, and all good be 
wrought. and e m by the e of his 
ReſurreQion, © | ds 
*T was not dandy co-gitwathe Cem of 
his Reſurrection that Chriſt, after he was ri 
ſen, appear'd to Sinners of both Sexes; early 
and late, to his Diſciples aſſembled, and ſeat- 
.ter'd, at the Table, and in the Way to Em 
maus, at the Sea of Tiberiacr, and at He- 
thany; but to manifeſt to all Perſons, that his 
Reſurrection was a Myſtery of Righteouſneſs, 
teaching every one of us to riſe to the Lift 
of Grace, as he roſe to the Life of Glory; 
to bring under Subjection our Luſts and our 
Fa e fy old dunn. _— 


in the NReſurrectian. 
the Body to have our Converſation in Hea- 
ven; with pure Hearts, undefiled Lips, and 
vnſpotted Lives, ever honouring and adoring | 
our bleſſed Redeemer, for his Grace without 
meaſure,” his Love without end. If then we 
would: be plautrd wih Chriſt in the /ikeneſs 
if bis Reſurrection, we mult be planted with 
him in the likeneſs of bis Death; if we would 
aſcend up with him, we muſt /2ek thoſe things 
that are,above : It being abſolutely neceſſary 
that there ſhould be a /Þiritual Neſurrection 
of the Soul, before there can be @ comfortable 
Reſurrettion of the Body. Bleſſed and Holy Rev. 06. 
are all they who have their Part in this firſt 
Reſurrection, on ſuch the ſecond Death has 

10 Pouer, Nn 


Alnigbry Cod, who through thine only be- 
gotten don Feſus Chriſt, haſt overcome Death, 
andopen'd unto us the Gate of everlaſting Life; 
we humbly beſeech thee, that as by thy ſpe- 
cial Grace preventing us, thou doft put in- 
to our Minds good Deſires, ſo by thy continual. 
Help, we may bring the ſame to good Effett; 


„ rough Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who" Irveth 
i reigneth with thee aud the Holy GH. 


* p 


p 3 . 1 y a 
; ber one God, Word without end Amen. 
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| John: xx. 27. 25 Verſes. 


Then ſaith he to T HOMAS 
Teach hither ” 2 Finger and 


ebold my Ha K 
Hither t Hau and thrill 
it into my Side; and he nit 


. Faithleſs, but. belicving, | 
And FHOMAS anfoer d ani 


ſaid unto him, MA Lord. 
aud wy God. . l 9 - 


== N. this Chapter, we bed a la 
(>: u but moving Account, of our ble Th 

| | to 
. Es and gracionfly converſing with "x 
: his Dilciples, after his Reſurrection : The rh *24 
rime\ he appear d, TH OMAS, one of th Har 
tur i 


F.24. 


PT — 
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twelve, "was nor with them : But the reſt of 
the Diſciples, having aſſur d him, that the 
Lord was riſen 2 that they had, to V. 25. 
their great Satisfaction, /eex him; that he had | 
ſrew'd em his Hundt, and his Fuer; ſaluted 4 
em with the Benediffion Peace; and g] m 
'm Authority to remit, and retain Sins : 
THOMAS, inſtead of chearfully' receiving 

their glad Tidingt, and rejoicing with them, 
that bad ſuch great cauſe to rejoice, either 
being aſnam d and angry, that he war not 
with them; or rather, reſolving to upbraid 
their raſh Credulity, with his — peremptory 
Diffidence; Except (ſays he) T ſhall ſee in bjs Y- 140 
Handi, the print f the Nails, and put my 
Finger iuto the print of the Nails, and thruft 
my Hand into his Side, I will not believe. 
Whereupon, after eight Days,” when the DF. 
ſciples were again together, upon the ferond 
Lords Day, and T HOMAS with them; v. 26. 
then came Jeſus, the Doors * Zong 8 
ſhew the Power of ed yer 7 a= 
ſtood int the midſt o r = rogrther in 
bis Name) aud Parr „ unte 
Thew ith le te THOMAS, (whoſe 
be, by his Omniſcience perceiv'd, and f 
whoſe Sabvation he was tenderly folicitous) 
Reach hither thy Finger, and behold wy 
Hands; and 1 hither thy Hand, and 


thruſt 


_ * 3 . 
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Infidelity condinc d in thi 
thruſt it into my Side; and be not faithleſs, 
but believing: Aud THOMAS; ufer. 
ed, and ſaid unto him,” My Lord, and wy | 
God. 
Which Words. conſuls bg to the 
Relation they bear to the Context, eaſily af. 
ford us, theſe three Heads of Diſcourſe, and 
Meditation, uſeful for Chriſtians in all Ages. 
I. Firſt, St. T HOMA'Ss ſtrange Uubelief, 
and his requiring and inſiſting upon, ſuch ſin- 
gular Proofs of his Lord's Reſurrection, Ex- 
cept he put his Finger into the print of the 
Mails, and thruft his Hand into the hole of 
bis Redeemer's Side, be would not believe. 
II. Secondly, Our Saviour's mercifal Con- 
deſcenſion to his rude Demands, in giving 


him the Satisfaction he deſir d; and thereupon 6 
only gently reproving him, Then faith he to 
THOMAS, Reach hither thy Finger, and ill ® 
behold my Hands ; and reach hither thy Hand, ill © 
and thruſt it into my Side; * be wor = 0h 
beſs, but believing. £ 
III. Thirdly, St. T H OMA Hs tumble Con 0 
feſſion of his Faith, upon his Conviction, ex- 4 
preſs d in theſe Words, a Lord, ge my 3 
Ons. Fenn Sa 5 

IV. Aſter which Heads being Pele to, 1“ 
ſhall add es by wat of of Application 7 


© we 
1 9 LR 
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n of St. THOMAS. 


1. And firſt for the firſt, St. THOMAS's 
ſtrange unbelief; and his requiring and infit- | 
ing upon ſuch An 'Proofs of * Lord's 
Reſurretion.) 1 gp IG 

Here indeed, we may wonder, _ a hs 
ſciple; a Companion of our Saviour, a Witneſs 
of his Doctrine, and Miracles, a Preacher of 
his Word; and Interpreter of his: Will, and » 
Myſteries, Who ought to have underſtood the 
ancient Propheſies the Paſſion and 
Reſurrection of the Meſſiah, ſhould aſter all 
in this. Caſe have little more Faith "than a 
Phariſee; that St. TH OMA, who could 
not be ignorant that Chriſt had reſtor d to 
Life the Widow's Son, and the Ruler's Daugh- 
ter, who had lately ſeen” him raiſe Lazarus 
from the Dead, (with whom before he was Joh. tt. 
„villing to die ;) who had heard his Maſter- “ 5. 
1 I "2 only obſcurely ſignifie the Deſtruction, 
ad Re-edification:of the Temple of his Bo- 
oy. but in plain Terms foretel his ri/ing on Job. 14. 
the third Dey; aſſuring his Followers, that 
whoſoever believed in him, ſhould work more 
Miracles, than he had wrought ; . pronoun- 
cing himſelf to be the Refurre@tion. and the 
Life, in whom whoſaever belitv'd,” ſhould 
live, tho! he were dead, and whoſoever lid 
" believ d in him, ſhould not die eternally : 
That an Aale of unn ſhould, notwith- 
ſtanding 


ITS u 9 „ a. ad * 


n 1 


ferings to his Diſciples; without the 


.;- . -fels their Belief in him, chat be won! help 


 ... Infidelity; ſince many Chriſtians 


ſanding all this, in a great meaſure, deny his 


among the twelve; ſhould doubt ol une of 
portant Truths of his 


the moſt im 
y fundry remarkable 


which. our Saviour had b 
Words and Actions, — preparing Men's 
Minds to receive; ſeldom mentioning his Suf- 


promiſe of his Reſurrection. This is a fad 
Inſtance of human Frailty and 

ſufficient to humble thoſe who. eſtreny chem. 
ſelves moſt righteous and ffrong in the Faith; 
to caution em, not to deſpiſe their weaker 
Brethren, but to take herd while they fland, 
that they do not fall ; while bey preach to 
others, they do not themſelves relapſe” into 
Error; and to pray to God, while they pro- 


their Unbelief, and incregſe their Faith: 
There being no Chriſtian chat can juſtly fay; 
he ſhould not have been guilty of the ane 


ere in 
leſſer Offences, ave: Fo the fi por 
which may in time lead. em de an Hebituw 
practical Inſidelity. But it muſt be confels'd, 
that the [Apoſtles were Mes of lite Paſſions; 
and Failings, "with. usy had at Reſt; (befor: 
they were illuminated with the mieuevlous I 
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Redecmer's Reſurrection, and yet bt numbred 


fluence pf che Holy Spirit,) che fake ha 
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Example of 8 Ry 


rande and \Prejudice, n 
which they themſelves in their Writiags, with 
an ingetwous | Simplicity acknowledge ;_ ſer- 
ting forth, wirhout the Artiſice of an Excuſe, 
their own Doubts, Inſirmities, and Sins, which 


move and cure ; taking Shame to themſelves. 
to give Clam to the, Goodneſs, and Grace of 
God, who rowverted, bead, and ſantified 
em: Some of em being therefore permitted 
% fall. chat by the atuiue  Affiſtance they 
might 73/6 ain, with more iritaal ¶ igour: 
That being converted and heal d themſel ves, 
they might be quickned and animated to con 
vers and heat others, with more C 


their Example, to hive with Fear and Trem 
Challenge God's Mercy, to ſeek it without 
— Ay por * wee ove 


3 805 Peter's Tranſgrelion 
vas hainous,. in deny ing his Lord and Maſter 
thrice; and defervedly call'd for thoſe bir- 
ter Tears he; afterwards ſhed for it: So was 


ud that upon a deuble Account... 

1. In 8 
vas one of — Eſſential Prook of his e : 
tivity, ; 2. In 


the great Phy/cian of Soulr delighted to re · 


d. 7 HOMASs r 
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num _ in 1 


: in- ſuch /ingular Demonſtra- 
tion of it, -ndtwithiftanding the Teſtimony of 


his fellow Diſeiples, who told him, the Lord 
was viſen, and they had ſden bim; and con- 
ſequently, in a manner unwittingly giving of. 
fence to ſome Chriſtians who were to come 
after; who not having the ſame ſenſible Evi 
dence of it as the Apoſtles had, were yet 
bound to believe it, upon their Teſtimony. 
It. I fay, the Importance of the Article to 
bebeliev'd, renders St. THO HA s Unbelief 
leſs excuſable, becauſe the Reſurreckion of 


our Saviout Was an Eſſential Proof of his Di- ot 
Ki is RN Mad 3 384%; (4: de 


Roth. 1. — og obeeves, hae eſs Chrif Wat 
3+ getlar'd to be the Son of God, with Power, 

arcording to the Spirit of Holineſs, and by 

bis Reſurrettion from the Dead: So that the lun 
Eſſential Proofs of his being the Son of God, 
were his Power, his Hohneſs, and his Re- 
furrection. As he manifeſted his Power, 
by the ſtupendous Miracles, he perſormd 
with the Finger of God; and his Holingſi r 
by the exact Virtues he Taught and Practiſed: of 
So he made his Glory and Majeſty more em- is 
nently ſtiine forth, by his Reſurrection, with \ 
this difference however, that whilſt he was enſt 
eloth'd with our frail Fleſh; his Power was inc 8 
_ — obſcur d 2 the Veil of our Ian 
al . firmities 


Example of St. Tuomas. 
firmities and the Exerciſe of it hinder d by 
Mens unbelief : His Holineſs, tho“ conſum- 


mate in it ſelf, could not altogether ſhield 
bim from the Calumyies of the Scribes and 


Mine- bibͤͤrr, a Friend to Publicans and Sin- 


monſtrated by his Reſurrection; when coming 
forth all Glorious and Immortal from his Tomb, 
he exerted his Power, after the nobleſt and 
moſt victorious Manner, in ſubduing Death 
and the Grave; he gave the greateſt Proof 


dation of his Religion, in putting an end to 
the Dominion of Jin, and the Devil; he e- 
videnc'd' his Might uncontroulable, in taking 
1p again himſelf; that Life which he had vo- 
tarily and generouſly laid down for Sinners; 


lun 


lory was a Recompence of his Sufferings, 
nd is to be of ours: He eſtabliſh'd the Be» 
lief of Providence, and a future State of Re- 
ads and /Puniſhmenrs, by giving us a clear 
roſpect of an happy Immortality, and by 
is Reſurrection, aſſuring us of our own. Up- 
n which” Account, after qur Saviour 8 Af- 
enſion, the Miſſion of the 
an the whole Goſpel, 
7 . the Publication of this grand 
G Article” 


Phariſees, who defam d him as a Glutton, 4 


verre But his Divinity was moſt ſignally de- 


of his Holineſs, and laid the moſt ſolid Foun- 


he vindicated the divine Juſtice, - ſince his 


Apoſtles, and 
ſeems to have 


81 
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Acts t. 


22, 


ture with the Human in his Perſam, for hin 
fare, tho as Man, he ſubmitted tothe Dea! 


ſtice and Providence, eee 
Life and Immortality to 


| off his fellow. Diſciples, who. dann des l. 


Infidelity convinc d in the 
Article of his Reſatrection 3 according to 
St. Peter, when he ſpeaks of the Neceſſity 
there was of one being chaſen 9 
Judas, that he might be. 0rdain'd tor le a Wit 
ue r. with the reſtof the Apeſiles, of their 
Lord's Reſurrettion. . From whenct we may 
judge, how hainous the Sin of St. THOMAS 
was, in hot believing, that impostant Article 
which prov'd che Divinity of Chriſt ; where 


by it appear d bow impoſſible it was,..conſ- 
dering the intimate Union of the Divine Na 


to be long detain d in the Grave; that there 


of the Croſs. yet as Cod. he looſed the Band: 
of that Death which could not hold him « 
fach; and conſequently aſſertec the divine Ju 


e 
Light... 
But, ſerondly, St. "THOMAS's Vabel 
wa allo highly blameable, in requizing hel 
fagular Demonſtration, of his Lord's Reſu. 
reQion, notwithſtanding the Teſtimony of 
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Lord was riſen, and be had ſeen bim; a 
conſequently, in a manner unwittingly Sr b 
Ofence to ſome Chriſtians who were to con 
alter ; who not having the; fame ſenſible 
wvidence of our Lord's Reſirrection as the 4 
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Rvample of 8 Thoxas. 


poſtles had, were yet bound to believe it up- 
on their Teſtimony. There was not the leaſt 
Reaſon Why he ſhon'd queſtion a Matter of 
fact, ſo well Atteſted by the Reſt of the Di- 
ſeiples; Men who had fo long, amicably 


whoſe Sincerity he muſt have neceſſarily of. 
ten Experienc'd : They, as well as hicſelf ; 
having been choſen by our Saviour to be his 
Followers, for their diſintereſted Plain-dealing, 


their open · hearted Integrity, and Simplicity of 
Manners void of all Guile and Malice; and 


Maſter enabled em ſuffieiently to know and 
| bim when tifen z fo they cou d not 
de fi of any ſiniſter Deſign in main- 
j taining the Turk of his Reſurrection, for 
which they were fare to meet with Calumny 
and Detifion, Oppoſition and Perſecution, 
from many. both of the Jews and Gentiles. 
But 'St.' HOM AS was fo far from imi- 
tating the devout Zeal of the Penitent Mary 
Magdalene, who came in the Mornin gear- 


of her deat Lord, reſolv d either to Adore him 
if Riſen, or Embalm him if ſtill Dead; {6 far 
was he from cont with Peter and 


John, who ſhou'd ran fa eſt; to to vitw the 
Place where the Lord lay; that he ſeems be 


G » firſt 


ly, when it was jet dark, to the 8 Sepulchre 


83 


and familiarly converſed wir him, and 


therefote as their long Attendance upon their 


84 Jnfidelits convine' d in tha. 


to have withdrawn himſelf from the Society 
of his Brethren, to amuſe his Mind in Solitude 
with unneceſſary Doubts and jealouſies; the ab- 
ſenting himſelf from their religious Aſſemblies 
on the Lord's Day, being one great cauſe of 
his Infidelity; and when they had found him 
out, and declar'd to him, that Chriſt was ri. 
ſen, he not only mocks at their Credible Re- 
port, bur reſolves not to believe, unleſs Chriſt 
himſelf appear d before him, and ſhew d even 
in his glorious Body, the Marks of his former 
Sufferings: He will not believe the Teſti- 
mony of the Diſciples, no nor ſcarce that of 
the Son of God himſelf, but he will believe 
his own Eyes; Except I ſhall ſee in his Hand. 
the Print of the Nails : Nay, he will not 
entirely rely on one Senſe only, for fear of 
ſome Illuſion, but will have the Liberty of 
touching his Saviour, and putting hit Hand 
into the hole of his Side. So Inquiſitive and 
Unfatisfied, ſo Impatient and Provoking was 
this Apoſtle's Incredulity,. whereby he requi- 
reda viſible Demonſtration in Faith, which is 
the Evidence of things not ſeen ;. and would 
make his Aſſent to Divine Truths depend up- 
on his Senſes, and not upon the Veracity of 
Chriſt and his Miniſters ; not much unlike the 
obſtinate Unbelief of many now a-days, who 
profeſs nds yet deceive and harden 
n 
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Example of St. Tnouas. 85 
cbemſelves in Error, our of a vain fear of be- 
ing deceiv'd, boaſting themſelves as wiſe, yet Joh. 5. 
making God a Liar by rejecting the Authority 
of thoſe holy Scriptures, which he gave by 
Inſpiration ; who Value themſelves upon their 
high Pretenſions to Reaſon, yet make uſe of 

it to Dethrone (if poſſible,) that Deity that 
beſtow'd it; ridicule the Myſteries of their 
Religion, becauſe they can't fully Compre- 
bend em, and put Bounds to the Almighty's 
Power, becauſe he has limited their Know- 
ledge. In a word, who notwithſtanding God 
hasſpoken to us by his Son, the Brightne ſ of 
by Glory, and expreſs Image of his Perſon, 
Article with their Maker for a New Goſpel, 
call daily for Freſh Miracles, when they have 
deſpis d and ſcoff*d at thoſe mention'd in Sa- 

1 {<< Writ, and wou'd have the Dead riſe to 

1 {WM 02ince 'em, when they wou'd not be per- 

" Wl 124d tho one roſe from the Dead: Not con- 


1 ſdering that the Homage of our Underſtand- 
- Wis is as much due to what the Almighty has 


Revealed, as an Object of Belief ; as the O- 
bedience of our Will is due to what he has 
kid down, as the Rule of our Practice; that 
1 true Chriſtian ſeeks not by frivolous Diſcuſ- 
ſons, or ſubtle Cavils, to fatisfie his Curio- 


w ity; but with /ang/eneſs of Heart, and an if 
ves bumble Acquieſcence in what the Son of God 9 


63 


has 


86 Infidelity convinc'd-m thi 
has deliver'd to exerciſe his Faith, as knowing 
that vain Philoſophy is not to determine in 
Matters purely Divine; that by a dangerous 
Curioſity the finite Mind of Man muſt loſe ir 
ſelf in thoſe Myſteries which ie can't fathom, 
and which the Angels themſelves only deſire to 
ſible, their profound Adoration of the Almigh- 
ty's Wiſdom and Majeſty; that therefore 2 
Meck, but Operative Faith in God, and his 

Word, is that true, ſubſtantial Knowledge and 
Love of Chriſt Jeſus, and him crucified, which 
gives us that Conſolation which the 'World 
cannot give; that Peace of Canſcience which 
paſſes all *Onderſtanding : This pure and {pi 
ritual Wiſdom which is from above, having 
in it not only the Reaſons and Foundations of 
the moſt Probable Opinion; not only the in- 
ward Certainty of the moſt Perfect. Humane 
Science, without the Vanity of it: But what is 
greater, the Authority of an Omniſcient and 

Onnipotent Being. who can neither deceive nor 

Reb o ig. be deceived, to recommend and ſupport it. And 
is therefore that which deſervedly conſtitutes 

| the Felicity of the Saints here below, who, a 
 2Car.4. the Apollle obſerves. walk by Faith, and an 
Kb; laking not at the things that art 
ſeen, but at the things that are not ſees 
For the things that are ſeen, are „ 
| ' JS 4a 
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Example of St. THOMAS. 
but: e are e are e- 
terual. 

— Seviour//nar: caly: to re- 
commend the Faith of the Ancient Patriarch 
and Prophets,” but to encourage Men in all 
future Times to believe in bim. tho' they 
ſhou d not ſee him, Pronounces them bieονα,ſoh. 20. 
that have nor ſeen, and yet bade believ'd.”” 
'Twas only to the Men of the Age he liv'd 
in, and the Countrey wherein he convers'd, 
to whom it was given, to hear from his own 
Mouth his Heavenly Doctrine, and ſee the 
Miraculous Proofs of his Divine Miſſion; à 
tranſcendent Privilege and Superlative Ho- 
nour indeed; to ſe and hear thoſe thi 
which many Kings, Prophets and Sages had 
ardentiy dei to fee and hear, but cond 
wt: But tho' the Diſciples had more eſpeci. 
ally this Honour, and were rly con- 
vinc'd of their Lord's Reſurrection by the E- 
vidence of rheir Seuſes; yet there is alſo a 
peculiar Bleſſedneſs belo to thoſe who 
ſhou d believe in After Ages: Not upon the 
Evidence of their own Senſes, but the Word 
of God, and the Teſtimony of thoſe who had 
that Evidence ; therefore St. THOMAS err'd 
greatly in queſtioning the Validity of his Fel- 
low Diſciples Record, upon which the Faith 
. was, ina great meaſure, to be 
G 4 grounded: 


87 


8 Infidelity conuinc d in the 
grounded: And unwarily giving occaſion to 
ſome reſtleſs, ſceptical, and diſputing Spirits, 
to deprive themſelves of that Bleſſedneſs, 
by demanding Ocular Proof of that which 
they are bound to believe, upon Sacred Au- 
thority and the ſufficient Teſtimony of O- 
thers: Eſpecially ſince it is with to 
thoſe who believe without ſeeing, as well a 
thoſe who ſee and believe, that our Saviour 
Mark 16. ſays, He that believeth and is baptized, ſhall 
i6. be ſaved, and he that believeth not; ſhall be 
i Pet. i. 8. damn d. But they who with Joy and Can. 
fort, love and believe in their Saviour. thi 
they have not ſeen him, are eminently bleſſed, 
1Thefl, 2 in that the Word of God works ona in 
3. *em, puriſſes and ſanctiſſes their Hearts by 
Faith : Bleſſed they are in that their Sins are 
Heb. 4 2- emitted, thro the Blood f Chriſt : They are 
| Juſtified with the Righteouſneſs of God by 
Acts 15.9. Faith; are reconcil'd to, and have Peace 
10. 43. with Ged the Father, whoſe Children they 
Gal. 2.16. become by Adeption and Grace; receive 1 
+ = new Life which directs and governsall their 
EY Actions, even the Life of Faith, by whichthe 
fo 1 12. Juſt live. In a word, they are bleſſed while 
8 they live with the Gifts. 5m Grates of tht 
He 10. Holy Spirit, have free Acceſs to the Throne 
jo 0. 7.38, HF God, and full Aſſurance of his Favour ; 


have the ſpecial Preſence of Chriſt _— 


—— 
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Eraupht of St. Tmomas. 


89 


and reſiding in them. And finally, Bleed Cal 3. 14. 


they are when they come to die, for = die in 


the Lord, and receive the End of their Faith, 2 I. 


the Salvation of their Souls, thro him who 


died on the Croſs : That whoſoever believed Job.3. 16. 


in = ſhould nat Fargo, but Have everlaſt- 

11 Bur ſecorkilyi Fiom St. T H OMASs 
Unbelief thus aggravated, paſs we to our Sa- 
viour's merciful Condeſcenſion to his rude De- 


mands, and thereupon only gently reproving 


him. Then ſaith he to T HOMAS, Reach 
hither thy Finger, and behold my Hands; and 
reach hither thy Hand, and thruſt it into 
my Side, and be not faithleſs, but believing. 
As the Apoſtles did not treat their offend- 
ing Brother with - virulent Reproaches, nor 
drove him from their Company and Friend- 
ſhip, when willing to partake of it, being pa- 
tient under his Contempt, tho' eager to in- 
form him: And having Compaſſion on the Of. 
fender, tho they could not approve of his 
Tranſgreſſion; as knowing themſelves obno- 
rious to many Temptations, and even in dan- 
ger of falling, without the Grace ECG. pode 
venting, aſſiſting, and confirming em: So 
— more had Chriſt, the great Shepherd of 
Souls, Compaſſion on his incredulous Diſci- 
Te, Who had ſtray'd from the Truth; as 


96 _ convinced: n 


bighly injurious 


|  Satan-ſhou'd have prevail'd and triamph'd o- 


bemg himſelf rauch with onr Infirmitier 
Tho Sr. THOMAS's Unbelief had been 
jurious to his Divinity, yet it did not 

diminiſh Chriſt's inſitite Mercy, who wou'd 
not abandon him to his weak Diffidence, leſt 


ver him; but having loſt him, he ſought him 

to bring him back to his Fold, by his viſible 
Preſence, and the inviſible. of his 
Spirit: And, as a kind Maſter, came in Per. 
ſon to reduce his Servant to Obedience, 
— an efficacious mixture of rg and 
Therefore e the Diſciples were agai 
aſſembled; and St. THOMAS now with em, 
Jeſus ſtood in the midſt of them, the Door: 
being ſhut, and ſaid, Peace be unto you. As 
he had before his Paſſion, appeal'd to Men's 
Senſes, for the Proof of his Miracles, fo now 
he appeals to the Senſes of St. THOMAS, 
for a Proof of his Reſurrection. He preſents 
himſelf ro him in the Preſence of the reſt of 
the Diſciples, that they who- knew his Fault, 
might ſee him convinc'd ; that all of them 
might be ſtrengthen d in their Faith, as well 

as their miſtaken Brother, and all be unani- 
mous in their ha gore Hed de _ — 
erer 70 
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Exaniple of St. Tomas. 
And that he might leave our Apoſtle no 
room or ſubterfuge for his Unbelief, he far- 
cher condeſcends to his odd Deſires ; and in 
the Tenderneſs and Bowels of on, 
its him to ſearch and probe the Wounds 
in bis Hands and Feet, which he had recei- 
| ved in the Houſe of his Friends, for the 
Expiation of the Sins of the whole World; 
and bids him rhruſt hes Hand into the wide 
Hole of his Side, that precious Side, which 
when pierc'd with the Soldier's Spear, there 
flow'd out of it both Water and Blood, the 
Riches of God's unparallel'd Mercy, the Seals 
of the new Covenant, the two bleſſed Sacra · 
ments of Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. 
It ſhou'd ſeem as if our Saviour had reſer- 
ved the decp Marks of his Sufferings in his 
glorious Body, not only by them to intercede 
with the Father for, and recommend his Loye 
and Obedience to us, whom he bud and. 
waſh'd in his own Blood ; not only to con- 
found and condemn thoſe Fews, at the laſt 
, bey, who barbarouſly few che Lord of Life; 
nud all other impenitent, reprobate Sinners, = 
wo ſtill endeavour to crucifie him afreſh, and Ut 
put him to au open Shame; bur allo to quicken 
and enliven the dying Faith of this diſtruſt- 
ful Apoſtle, and by ſhewing him his Hands W 
end bi Side, to give him (and in 71 i 
4 7 
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the Price and Aſſurance: of our Salvation 


Infidelity convinc d in the 
Whole Church) the moſt undeniable Evidence f 
of his Reſurrection; that the Signs of thoſe Ml ® 
inexpreſſible Dolours which he underwent in {MI ” 
bis Morta/, might remain in his Impaſtible I 
and Immortal Body, for St. THOMAS's and 
our Conviction; that the Scars of thoſe 
Wounds and Stripes which in the time of 
his Humiliation and Death ſery'd to heal the 
Tranſgreſſions, and to be the Price of the Uni. 
verſal Redemption of Loſt Man, might in the 
time of his Exaltation and Glory, ſerye to 
care St. THOMA S's Unbelief; become the 
Motives to his and our Repentance here, and 


hereafter, 
But that which condets our bleſſed Saviour's 
merciful Condeſcenſion to this Diffident Di- 
ſciple, ſtill more endearing, is his cloſing all 
only with' a gentle and kind con ref Be 
not faithleſs, but believing. 
As our Lord in convincing him of his Fault, 
wou'd not ſo roughly handle him as to render 
bim more obſtinate; ſo having given him all 
the Satisfaction he demanded, he wou'd not 
inſult over his Ignorance, or rate him with 
Scorn and Diſdain, (as Men do one another) 
for his abſurd Objections, and unreaſonable 
pretences; much leſs wou'd he drive him to 
18 by too 2 a Correction: fn 
c 
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ſime Meckneſs and Kindneſs which induc'd 
our Saviour to conſult his Reputation, by 
making the firſt Advances, and ſpeaking to 
him only in the Preſence of his Fellow Di- 
ſciples, who knew his Error, and when the 
Doors were ſhut : The fame lowly and for- 
giving Temper induc'd our Lord to uſe no 
bitter Invectives, or ſharp Expoſtulations, to 
reduce him to Submifſjon ; but to accoſt him 
with a mild Exhortatiòn, rather than a ſevere 
Reprimand, and that a very brief one, Be not 
ow of Belief, but | firm in Faith An Ad- 
monition to thoſe that reprove and correct 
others, that they do it with Sweetneſs and 
Brevity, Privacy and- Charity ; that they do- 
not raſhly condemn Sinners, or determine any 
thing concerning their Future State, where 
there are probable Hopes of Amendment. 
leſt they limit God's inſmite Mercy. but with 
a winning Demeanor and Expoſtula- 
tion with em, for their Good, ſtrive to re- 
caim them; as remembring that our Savi- 
ours benign Diſpoſition: towards his Diſciple 
vas the fame after the Denial of his Reſur- 
ection, as before: And herein was veri- 
ied 1/aiah's Prophecy, that he ſhould not 
mak the bruiſed Reed, nor e the . 
ung Flax. | 


Now 


Infidelity condinc d in tht 

| Now after ſo much Love and Condeſcen- 
Gon, in our Saviour. to this Di/tiple, what 
could be expected, but that he ſhould in re. 
turn, with the utmoſt Proſtration of Soul and 
Body, with the deepeſt ( and Sor. 
row. acknowledge his Tranſqreſſion, and de. 
clare his Faith, and Truft WITT Re. 
deemer?1]?Hͥ 

III. Which leads me to the third . 
be conſider d, namely, St. 7 HOMAS's hum 
ble Confeſſion of his Faich, upon his Con- 
viction. exprels'd in theſe Wor, * Lord, 
end my God. 

Twas then that the Divine Grace opend 
the Eyes of this Apoſtle, by a ſudden Change 
wroughit in him, who had before wilfully in- 
volv d himſelf in a Labyrinth of vain gurmiſes 
aud Scruples: Twas then chat be- 

fore him who knew bis Thoughts altogether 
he confeis d himſelf guilty of ſuſpicious Contr: 
diction, indiſcreer Irreverence, and Hordinatc 
Pride; and with a Voice i with 
Sighs, and an Heart thoroughly touetyd with 
unfeigned Contrition, he burſt out into this 
Puathetical Ejaculation, My Lord, and my Gol 

He ſaw by Faith the ſecret Springs and Canſs 
of his Salvation, the aſtoniſhing Motiyes of 
the Love of God, in his being reconr##4 f 
faful Max; the ſuperlative Grandeur of bi 
Mercy 


| Bramph of $.Tronas. 95 


. 
ting and attractive Grace: Therefore having 
his Soul pierc d with the profoundeſt Grati- 
rude. and Humility, he cries out, My Lord, 
aud my God. He calls to Mind all the Acti- 
. Words of bis Saviour, and all the 
Benefits he had receiv'd from bim: This Re- 
menibrance ſerv d to puriſie his Conſcience, 
and inflame his Mind with unufual Ardors of 
divine Love, which drew from him theſe ten · 
der and fervent Expreſſions, wherein he ſeems 
to elevate himſelf above himſelf; As he had 
heard that Chriſt was riſen, had ſeen and 
touch d him ziſen from the Dead. ſo now he 
carries his Confeſſion above what he had 
Heard, Seen, and Touch'd, making his Faith 
greater than the Evidence he deſi d, and ex- 
WH prefily owning the Godhead. of Chriſt, in cal. 
a. ling him, Hir Lord, and his God. 
And indeed, it was very meet and right, 
that he ſhould make fach a full. Declaration 
of his Faith, to do Juſtice: to the Divinity of 
Chriſt, which he had before Affronted, and 
to praiſe. the Goodneſs of that 
God who had ſo benignly and freely forgiven 
bim, that God, who had e „ | 
nd Seatiied hin ot | = 
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| Confeſſion as eminent among the Believers, 
bor his FAch"a$ HE had beef Before, fingula 
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Truth of the Ron Gr his Maſter to 
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I is thecgentral Voice f Ftadition, that 
t innumerable Miracles planted ſe- 
Vene raducd many Nations from 
Idolatryd and baptia d the tar Men f the 
aq who! brought rich Prefentritocour new: 
orm Jandia; but his Particular Actions and 
Sufferings being mot with that ab/dlute Cer. 
tainty, which might be defir'd, ſet down in 
Hiſtory/iir-is ſufficient that whar he dee 
and: ſuſſerd fon he ſake of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, is certainly recorded in the Bock 0 
Lifmons/ 210m of novagruloA e els; 
_ -dVi:Andchusihaving attach e 
C of che Texr, B fl only: add ſomething by 
= way of -Application. . * $4 OUS, SHAVER 2b. 
Now as St. * 
Condemns and icks of the 
Age:wellivein, Io his — — 
matts:and-Confirms the Fairb:of all true he- r 
lieveis : His Uunbelief candemns che Incred» org 
las becauſe they chaſe! ro im- er 
 tatechim:in that hich himſelf retractedi and iſo»: 
cherefure inſtruts: {em} to follou ane be l 
Tabu Repemance. by Which be wa 8 X 
—— eſtabliſhes be Fach of all ag 
Believers, in that ĩt ſets the Reſurrection o hi 
Chrift beyond all doubt 3 and aſſures us; tha iptt 
as Chriſt roſe again with. the very /ame Buch urs 
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Wo Ts, 59. 
Croß z ſa ſhall we niſe agam tit h the ame 
Body we dis in noni with this differefice, 
nd lite anto hin glaribus Body, Ey rh̊ Doc 
er-hereby\be us lle ra ſubdue alu 
unto me e e 20 102i dard e, 
Then as to aur. Lord's mertiſul Condeſaen 
ſon, in giving St. THOMAS! the-Satisfa- 
ction he requir id. b hecauſe be: wn choſen to 
vitnels his Reſurrection to remote Nations: 
bo wel may eam hence, that! if with Ih- 
tegtity ande Simplicity: of Heart we intend 
ods Service, and fix our Affections upon 
im, as our chiefeſt Good, Ne will compal: - 
onate our inyolantary Ignorance, and either 
con'the-weakneds of our Underſtandingy/ 
Ir by his enlightning Grace remove our Ex- 
da: Vet thoſd among us ho now a-days 
xreerſly heſicate in Matters of Religion, and 

an ple their) Duty, have not 
ct new Miracſes, new Lights and Inſpi- 
tions for their farther e e fry. \ 
ug already Moſes:and the Prophets, Chiift - 
d his Apoſtles to inſtruct them by the holy 
npture. — prattical ) 
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againſt his Church, which oth de th bullt upon 

Math: a, Keck, aud WHILK the Kas dito be al. 
d echt with, beg % bh du uf rde Muri 
Wbat fenhalttd tied, bt that fm gt; 710. 
ANN ent mR we learn to 
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ſilence th 8 
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adore; nor | 
Candleſtick 2 

things by « mots of Vitiated lo 


clinations, but by the —— Revelation, 
the Almighty has vouchſaf d to beſtow upon 
us; caſting doum all vain Thoughts, and bring 


ing every ory n in Subjectin 
10 the ange eser 7g ah 
with eve 25 F Cs '£ off Fih leſt we mak 


ſoipwrack ff ood Confſeient 
| but beco NT in a meck 


* SoMfrilion; ubdi ing 
our Paſſions,” nib Ping our Luſts, reſiſtin 

the Devil, and overcoming the World by u 
ſtedfaſt and lively Faith; that from ſeei 

1 Cor.13. Bere darkly.in a Glaſs, we may be admit! 
at length to ſee-Gad face to face; and thi 
the Grave and Gate of Death may paſs fro 
a a firm Hope to aj A Fruition of a bleſſ 
Immo 


ä —ꝓ—— — 
- 8 — — 
2 n — 
„„ 


* —— — * 
2465 28% wi * 


— — _ 
& - ==" ——_ 
4% 


= — — ”_ 
1 cores _—_ 
— — > = . * 


332 * * 
-* _— — — F — 
o 


— 
= 


þ \ = = - 
=_ | ä 
1 be! . — — — PR 2 = =_ 
_ l " 0? An: - = 36 Pep | „ * = 
RC I ———— FED : I . -—_— —_ "XZ bs . — | 
— I Tr rt neon — no ne = — Ing 
— ” — = * 
2 Py — — — — * 5 — 0 
4 . = | * — 
# 


— — a, 


— —— 
= —— 


— — 
= — — 


it, Loa 104 


Immortality, thro” {che SatiafaRtion; and. Re- 
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es him this grand Rule in the Text. Hold 
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10 vn Ebref 890 8 
«WEE. ph 9 40 We the Holy 
Ghoſt o highs elleth in WC. 0 The Words of 
the Text, though particularly directed to 7; 
wathy, and theClunrch-of Eahe/u6, may ſerv 
Cine: Orr ral n ir off the 
2 expedient in 
thoſe that, de | 
of F earne 2 to contend. for, or tena- 
ciguſſy to adhere to, the Dperrine deliuem d 
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When Wretched. Enzbuſiaſts 
to, bans e eee 
* {i chere 1 
45 Kab ee Ea by fo 
Set, no Tener ſo Impious,,gnd. Abſurd, bu 
nds its Pros when pions Vi 


arts reject; che Authoriry, dem 
e he og gin e 5 
e 


. rin that ſhould 2 5 


| e pond 
e phi g Fee 5 6 


NS DETECTS 


hay __ 
4 


s . 


2 
2 


S 


the:Church4viohle. 
biters, ridicule the! Myſteiſes of our Rel 
or with profune noyelty of Terms, — 


and explain cher away inte Nothing. Tay, 
in RIO — ir is of ho 


ta ip tht gool rhing 
to l.. en — gy ee 424. A 
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what may de 
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But becauſe theſe — — to 
ceaſe, nnd dme Hereſies likely foon- af- 
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che Benefit umd Eaſe of furhlas ſhould be toh- 
vented to ub Faith; redut's into ä L an 
AbitraQ of, abe prime fandumbhral” Tribe 
our Saviour hadroveal'd,:andthe- 
moro amply cane them: wach Neve, 48 
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were co leaye behind them en Wiirings 
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Creed: —— — — 
which wherher it weie r the joint Mork of tho 

Apoſtles themſelves, as ſome maintain, or as 
ha har \drawn out of their Writings, 
ant 8 and. entire 
— :t;deliuer'd bythen to cb Saints, 
and made uſe of as tolithe eſſential Parts 
of. in. in the pureſt and moſt primitive Times 
of. C and rhence deliver d down to 
us hy thole Who have been the conſtant) duc 
cCeͤſſors of the Apoſtles u The Matter of in be 
ing iufallibly true and fully coin d in, and 
ſolidly to be: prov d by the holy Scriptutes, 
ons 20:Judge'(6f. any Creed, or any 
Foam of bee Wordrbyy Aud therefore, this 
Farm. of found Words, contain d in the Apofio- 
lital Creed; and including che eſſential Princi 
ples of our Religion, together wich the Explana- 
tions of it by the Church, in the Aihanaſam 
and Nicene Creeds, which became neceſſary 
as the Dovil and bis Agents ſo d Tares and 
Hereffes in the Churrh, deſervedly is recom 
weüded to us by our een ee te. 

e RY form'd 


oye ren Service, as tending 
to the Honour of God/ the publick and pri- 
vate Ediſicatiom of Ohriſtians: anch the Salba- 
tian of our: ita Souls q b 24 
And thus hauing in me meaſure dec un- 
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Now by holding faſt the. EH ential Prin- 
ciples of our Religion, is not only mæam, 
that we ſhould retain them in our 3 
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embrace them in our Hearts and Affections, 
hen underſtnod : that weothould? give our 
uſeigned Aſſent to them in their full and pro- 
per Senſe and Signification as they are ſet 
forth to us in) the holy Scriptures, audi en. 
pounded by the Church not putting any falſe" 

loſſes. or far fetch d Miſinterpretations up- 
on them, to plaaſe any Party of Men, nas a. 
ling to, or from hem: not build 
ng wich the Church of 'Ryme, ſtrange Do. 
Urines, Stover. and Gold, N. oo. Hay and, 
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beir native, Simplicity, and immediate Con: 

ene pure and e Moreover b. 
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ving them: bey expreſs ſuch ſublime Truths, 
ag the Glory of the ever bleſſed Trinity; and 
the Salration of Mankind depends upon; gh 
5 without fia. beligying, and aſſerting We 
can haye no Right Or Title a9. the Cavenger 
of Grace... They are, the laſt and maſt per- 
teat Revelation of che diy ine Will. Which gur 
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ed to affpgd abe World; 3 e Earn 
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bs Which, if we are fan or Gods 


Inability of finful Man to ma ke any Atone- 
ment for himſelf; the Neceſſity of a Mediator 
that ſhould be God and Man, to intercede for 
us; the adorable Wiſdom in the Contriyance 
of our Redemption by God, who was offend. 
ed; the boundleſs Love of Chriſt on Paſſ. 
ver, who humbled himſelf to be ſacrificed 
for us; the ineſtimable Value of that ſpotleß 
Sacrifice the Son of God made of himſelf 
which ſo fully reconciled us to the Father; 
the Sanctification of our Souls, by the inv. 0 


ſible, but efficacious Influences of the bleſſed U. 
Spirit, who pleads for us with Groans that 


are unutterable; the gracious Pro tion 
of rhe moſt conſummate Laws of an Evange. 
lical Life; the terrible and inviting Sanctions 
of thoſe Laws, by everlaſting Rewards and 
Puniſhments ; the glorious Privilege of Duf 
and Aſbet riſing to Life, and Immortality by 
the Power of” our Saviour Re ſurrection, 
and the Triumph of God's Juſtice in the Day 
of Judgment, when every Man ſhall receive 
4 Recampence according to his Works. Theſe 
are the noble and tranſcendent Truths. which 
the Form of ſound. Words contains, and 
prompts to us; which beſors being hid unde 
the impenetrable Veil of Bterpiry, were 7e 
vealed, to us in b Fulneſ?-of Time; 1. 
—_— | 


* 


. * 
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the Church inviolable. 
Dread his Anger, if we regard the Honour of 
our Maker; and reſpect our own Salvation ſo 
kindly tendred to us, we are to held faſt. 
Bur ſecondly, Let us reflect upon the Ad- 
vantages/ that will rc:lound to the Church, by 
dg faſt the Form of ſound Words. 


Principles of out Religion, will keep the 
Church pure and uncorrupted in its Faith; 
prevent, or in time root out Sects and Er- 
rors, and be the beſt Means to preſerve its 
Unity. 

Tis chiefly o ing to the pions Fideliry and 
vigilant Endeavours of great and good Men, 
whom God at all times has rais d up for the 
Ornaments and Supports of the true Religion, 
that there has been no ##7ver/al Decay; no 
final Apoftacy from the Goſpel; but the Pri- 
nitive and Apaſtolical Faith has been tranf 


Church in its utmoſt Purity and Simplicity: 
A Church whoſe unconteſtable Creeds and 
Articles evidently ſhew it it built upon the 
Foundation of the Prophets end Apoſtles, 
eſus Chrift himſelf being the head corner 
ons. And were all her Members equally 
vlicitous to preſerve her Detfrines invio- 
ble, as her ſecret and open Enemies are to 
Wyert and confound her bs bur. Neither 


The adhering firmly to the fundamental _ 


mitted down to us, and is {till preferv'd in our 
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£5 ah Eſfentials of our Religion too viſible in 


and Nation. There is hardly a Sect that ſe 


or no Authority among thoſe Chriſtians : þ 
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© The Dodtrines of '\. 
Error nor Schiſm, neither Superſtition nor Fa. 
gaticiſm, nor even the Gates of Hell v1 


ever be able to prevail againſt her. 
But it is the want of a well · ſettled Belief of 


ſome, and the want of a vigorous Defence of 
them in others, that's one great cauſe of the It 
ſundry Secs and Parties, the miſerable Dix. 
ſions that diſtract and tear aſunder this Church 


parates from the E/fabliſhed Church, how. 
ever they pretend only to diſlike its decent 
Ceremonies, but if it were thoroughly ſiſte 
and examined, would be found not firmly u 
aſſent to ſome ſubſtantial Points of the "Apo 
ſtle s Creed ; they would not elle ſo frequent 
Iy cavil at che neceſſary Explications of it i 
the other Creeds received by the Church, no 
at the Doctrines evidently flowing from it { 
down in its Articles; nor would they endes 
vour to have thoſe Creeds be thought of litt 


the Truth is, many of the Separatiſts do n 
rightly believe and confeſs the Incarnation 


our Lord Je ſus Chriſt, nor the Union of ii Ana- 


two Natures in his Perſon, nor the Satisfadti 
that he made for the Sins of the World; " 
will they comprehend the Nature of the 
Sacraments ſo — — to Sal 


tio 


the:Church/ muolable. 
tion j they cannot ſubmit to own the Weak-. 
neſs of Man's Reaſon, the Corruption of his 
Nature, the Expediency of God's Grace to 
co-operate with his Free Will: But in their 
ſpintual Pride fancy tbemſelves to be the E- 
10 of God. and all others Reprobates; deſpiſe 
the Authority of the Church, and deem them- 
ſclves the only P 
to expound and declare the Senſe of Scrip- 
ture. And what creates Horror in us to con- 
ſider; as the Phariſees of old attributed the 
Miracles of our Saviour to the Power of the 
Devil, ſo theſe Men aſcribe their abominable 
Poſitions, their ſenſeleſs Reveries, their con- 
vulſtve Fits of impudent Prayer which ariſe 
either from the Fumes of Melancholy, the rage 
of Enthuſiaſm, or perhaps from the Suggeſtions 
of the Devil himſelf: I ſay, they aſcribe em 
to the powerful in: dwelling of God's bleſſed 
Spirit., But let ſuch Men, and ſuch as abet 
hem, ſeriouſſy reflect, whether this be not a 
kind of Blaſphemy, againſt the Holy Ghoſt ; 
herher they do not — already condemn'd . 
fill the jay ſhall come, and fall under that 
lnat hema Maranatha which Angels cannot 
ſcape; Wha ſhall eg aN ching contrary to 
be Gaſped much leſs can ſinful Men avoid, 
ho preſume to teach, che Dolirines e De- 


Ws fer, the Ward of uy” 70 indeed * 
the 


rophets inſpir d from Heaven  - 
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the Church receiv'd its firſt Eſtabliſhment from 


the Holy Ghoſt, ſo the Devil ſeems to have 
ſet up this falſe Pretence, this new Illamina- 
tion of paying by the Spirit, (which is no- 
thing elſe but a Spirit of Faction and Irreli. 
gion) to bring in damnable Hereſits and de. 
ſtroy it. And as long as upon this Pretence 
ſome ſhall refuſe to hold ſteadily the cunſfitu. 
ent Principles of Chriſtianity; and others 
ſhall prove — for them, under the 
Notion of Chriſtian Liberty, It is the cauſe 
of ſo much deep Hypocriſie, ſuch State. Reli 
gion, ſuch bare · ſac d Hereſie in ſelf-conceited, 
covetous and ambitious Men. Tis in vain to 
ralk of bettering Mens Lives, or uniting theit 
jarring Opinions, till the Foundation of the 
true Faith is firmly laid. Mens Lives will be 
vitious while their Faith is corrupt; they wil 
not act innocently, becauſe they do not be. 
lieye juſtly: Without that, there can be no uni- 
verſal Integrity, no true Charity, no perfed 

- Onion amongſt us: Since nothing can el. 
FeQtually cement and hold faſt together the 
Members of Chriſt's Body; nothing can keep 
the Church, the Spou/e of Chriſt, ever unſpot 
ted and lovely, but an unanimous and reſolute 
maintaining the Form of ſound Words : That 
as there is but one God, one Faith, one Bab. 
one Holy Ghuft one Lord and Suviou 
0 


le, one 
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the Church indiolable. 
of ur all fo that Haitis may be preferved in 
the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bund of Peace, 
and Night cou ſncſa of Lift. Butt. 
Thirdly. Let us conſider the prodigious 
Guilt and Danger conſequent upon our giving 
up, ot betrayiug the Principies of our Reli- 
gion, or admitt ing any W of, 
or Innovations in them. 
The Myſteries and fundamental Trachs of 
out holy Religion, are (as 1 hinted before) 4 
ſacred Depd/itum which Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
have entruſted us with; which God, by his gra- 
cious Care and wonderful Providence, has hi- 
therto preſerved among us, and nat rem dout 
Caualeſtir k from us; whe therefore we thoukd 
not as ſome do, rank even them among indi- 


ferent Matters, or falſly betray, or give them up 


good Servants, and valiant Soldiers of Chrif, 
with Fortitude and Vigilance guard and defend 
them. They are our Spiritual Arms which 
we are manfully to wield, and ver the 
World, the Fleſb and the Devil. Twere a foul 
Shame and Diſhonour to part wich the Sword 


Salvalion, or ſurrender our "Shield of Faith, 
which are our beſt Security in the Day of Ba- 
tel, in the manifold Perils. of dur Chriffian 
2 H ta brea our Truſt wich Men 


F4 


to the Enemies of our Church, but rather like 


of the Spirit, td caſt away our Helmet of 
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be ſo Ignominious, what is it for Men to turn 


Traytors to God, and like Juda, 10 take 
Money to betray our Saviour? If he were con- 
demned as an unproſitable Seruant, who did 
not improue his Maſters Talent; what will 
become of him that ſhall embezxle it, or barter 
it away for worthleſs Trifles, for the ambi. 
uw Smiles, and uncertain Favout᷑ of ſuch as 
ear o Raiment in King's Honest? The 
— Scandal ſuch as betray the Faith bring 
upon Religion, cauſing the Weak to tumble, 
and the Prophane to blaſpeme ; the perpetuaſ 
Infamy they draw upon themſelves; the little 
Hopes they can have of being aſterwards truſt. 
ed, even by thoſe. that reap che Beneſit of 
their Treachery; the great probabiliny of their 
not ſurviving that Church they would: fo'in- 
deſtroy; /(ſince thoſe char pull 
Ae che Pillars of an Edifice, muſt expect. 
like Sampſon, to be buried in its Ruins) one 
ſhould. think would deter Men from it. But 
ſhould the Almighty permit the cunning Pro- 
jects of ſuch double minded Men to ſucceed, 
and not ſecretly. blaſt them; ſhould. they reap 
that Gain here below, which like Balaam, 
they ſo greedily run after, yet ubat wil 
it profit them in the Day of Wrath: to gain 


the whote World, aud loſe their own Souls! 
_ What * can the\Enjoyments of thi 
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Life afford ſuch edu Wretches, in 2 Place 
of utter Darkneſs, where there will be 
ever weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth. And 
as there is great Guilt and Danger in berray- 
ing or giving up the Articles of our Faith, ſo 
there is no leſs in putting falſe _—_ or * 
terpretations upon them. 

For ſince theſe Principles of our Religion 
are reveal'd in, and chiefly to be prov'd out 
of holy Writ, he that puts a falſe Interpreta- 
tion upon them muſt by Conſequence wreſt 


their own Deftruttion and Damnation.” If 
the Matters pri 


in Scripture, then there needs no Int 


the Myſteries of our Religion be obſcure in 
themſelves (as Myſteries muſt be) and yet in 
holy Writ expreſſly” propos d to out Belief, 
then are we to believe them in the iterui 
denſe wherein they are expreſs'd, though we 


0 
d, ¶ cannot fully comprehend them; becauſe God, 


ap vho can neither deceοο nor be deceived, has 


ale upon them, which neither the Woids 


nor the Spirit of God can in any wiſe war- 
rat, Theres indeed a noble Simplicity in 


tion, che Scripture expounds it ſelf. But i 


„, Wecveal'd them; and not dare to put any neu 


ddemſelves“ nor the Tenour of the Gofpel, 
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the Feripturer, (as Hereticks do) and that to 


to our Belief or Practice 
be clear it chemſelves, and plainly Tet down. ; 
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the Scriptures, in all things relating to Practice, 
which renders them profitable. for Doctrine 
' and_Infiruttion, for Reproof and Correcfi. 
on. But then there is alſo, a ſacred Obſcurity 
in thoſe ivelyOractes, in Matters relating to 
venerable; it being agreeable to God's Good 
3/3 to reveal his Will to us, to exc its our O. 
bedience, and yet conſonant. to his Grandeur 
and Majeſty, not fully to diſcover his My/te- 
riet to us, the better to ry our Faith, to 
humble our Reaſon, and repreſs the ſawey En. 
croachments of bold aſpiring Minds. What 
therefore: God has not vouchſaf d fully to ex. 
plain, Men ſhould not out of a vain: Curio. 
ſity, or over-weening Opinion of their Know. 
ledge, pretend to ſift or, interpret. ox imagine 
they ſhall be allow d to reſt in their capricious 
Judgment, or private Interpretations of it. l 
Is more modeſt, and more religious 00, t0 
acquieſee entirely in theſe Myſteries being re 
veal'd, without requiring farther Conyidion; 
or to take the concurrent Senſe of the Cath» 

il Church about them (as far as it may be 
mity, the Church being ſuppos d to be tie 
maoſt credible V ituaſi of the Apoſtolical Fai 
_ and Practice (provided we do not make it 
Church an-ablalute and infallible * . 
21 | | 


the Church inviolable. 
rather @ very credible Witneſs in theſe Mat · 
ters) I ſay tis better to do thus. than to pre- 


ſume upon the ſtrength and ſuhtilty of out 
Wit, to preſs unuſual Expoſitions, aud doubt- 


Religion! which are inexplicable; / - Whats, 
ever Gifts and Inſpirations ſome Men may 
boaſt of if they are Prophets, let them pro- 
duce their Commiſſion ; if Apoſtles, let them 
Work Miracles, and teach the ſame Doctrine 
they taught; if they are Chriſtians, let them 
believe the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, as 
the and Teſtimony of the Church 
ſets them forth; bur if nor, let them renounce 
their Baptiſm, which they had as good do, as 
peryert the Articles of their Religion. It miſt 
be confeſs'd, chat ſome may miſinterpret the 
Articles of their Faith out of Ignorance; but 


then theſe above all Men, ought” to acquieſce 


in the Judgment of the Church, and not think 


it their Buſineſs to interpret with theit private 

Sirit the obſcure Paſſages of the Bible. But 
how few are there among thoſe that torture 
the Scriptutes to make them confeſs their 
own fallacious Doctrines, will ever be brought 
to own their Tgnorance ; and how many craf. 
ty and deſigning Men are there, in whom the 


perverting the | fundamental Truths of the 


NY 


che 
no 


ful Conjeftures, upon the Myſteries of our 


Volpe, is not e eee. 


be: DoQthines of" 
no nor yet 2 Sin of Curioſity» or Singularity, 
but a Sin of malicious and virulent Invention, 
of helliſh Wit carried on by the h of 
black Contrivance, and deep Medicarion and 
Policy, on purpoſe to beguile factious and 
unſtable Minds, to debauch Men in the Prin · 
ciples of their Faith, and thereby introduce 
new Schemes of Government, and Religion 
in the World? But if they who add to, or 
diminiſh. from the Word of God, are liable to 
all the Foes and Curſes denounc'd in it, what 
and howi great muſt their Puniſbment be, who 
by faſt ning Interpretations upon it. which it 
will not bear, do in a manner put themſelves 
in rhe place of Chriſt aud bis Apoſtles, and 
take upon them to indite new Scriptures? 
And as we may not miſinterpret, ſo nei. 
rher are we to admit of any Inriovation or 
in the fundamental Articles of our 
Faith: Other Foundation can no Man lay ſave 
abt is already laid by Cbriſt Jeſurs And 
as he was the Author, ſo was he che Finiher 
of our Faith, and therefore, like its divine 
Author, it cannot admit of Change; nor docs 
it want thoſe. Fimiſbingo which ſome Men 
would bring upon it. He that wonld alter 
any tliing in tlie ſettled Artieles of the Church 
muſt thew an Authorivy equal to chat of Chril 
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Rule of Faith which was not ſo in the Apo- 
ſtolical and Primitive Times, nor is it in the 
power of any Man under Heaven to make 
that a Point of Faith which was nor ſo anci- 
ently; or to cauſe any Point not to be Faith 
which Was ſo formerly. If preſumptuous Men 
that pry into God's Decrees, will reſolve to 
err in the way of Salvation, and continue ſtill 
obſtinate, /peeviſh, proud and ſeditious; we 
are not to change the Principles of our Re- 
ligion, to pleaſe Men that broach new Do- 
ctrines, nor to make a new Religion to ſa- 
tifie Men of new Lights, who by con- 
ſtantly calling for Innovations, create unna- 
tural Diviſions in the Church, and then draw 
Arguments againſt it from thoſe Diviſions. 
To be always innovating in Religion, is to 
turn it into a Court - faſnion, and bring Men 
to conclude from its uncertainty, that there 


bbs really no ſolid Truth nor important Excel- 
dlence in it. To alter things juſtly eſtabliſh d 
ni the Church, upon the Proſpect of no real. 


but imaginary Good. on purpoſe to redreſs 
the doubtful Complaints of Men that cannot 


agree what they would have alter'd; to alter 
er things only for Change ſake, not that they 
h, may really; be mended; and not to know 
it where thoſe Alterations may end, is to make 


greater Wounds: than thoſe Diviſigns we pre- 


* 


tend 
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The. DoArmnes of 
tend 8 inſinite, and 
Men to wander in a perpetual Maze of Delu- 
ſion, till at laſt we ſubvert what we thought 
tao better, we build a new Babel upon the 
Ruins of the Church, and make Reformation 
end in Anarchy and Irreligion. If the Inno- 
vations of the Church of Rome were the 
cauſe why.we of this Church do, or ought to 
adhere to the Primitive and Orthodox Faith; 
to admit Changes in that Faith, is to run back 
to that erroneous Church from which we were 
Reform d, which they wiſh, and their Emiſſa- 
ries endeavour, who think it lawful to depoſe 
or murder Kings, and overturn the beſt Con- 
ſtitution in the World. The beſt way there. as 
fore to ſecure our Church is to hold faſt its ad 
Articles of Belief, and not to admit the Pleas ¶ pu 
of thoſe (however varniſh'd over with a ſhew 
of Conſcience) who under Pretences of dilli- 
king its Diſcipline, ſecretly ſtrike at irs funds- 
mental Truths, nor ought we to admit of ſuch 
Empoſitions of thoſe Truths as leave Men in- 
deed a Latitude to creep out of them, nay, 
even to deny. them; which Denial will be the 
cauſe that Chriſt will deny them before the 
mann and his holy Angels. © 
III. And thus having gone through! the 
aretiss Text, I ſhall add ſome- 
thing by way of Application - - 
= Þ Bm on 
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Now if it becomes 
faft the Form of found Words, ir behoves 
thoſe eſpecially who are Stewards of' the holy 
Myſteries, to be more emmently faithful in 
preſerving them; to deliver nothing bur what 


ſubtle Triſles, fantaſtical Ideas, or frivolons 


ing a Paſſage, for an Inundation of blafphe- 
mous Sets, and impudent advancers of ab- 
ſurd Paradoxes to enter into and oyer-run the 
Church. © Ler us not conformd Phiſoſophy and 
Religion, nor imagine new Experiments to be 
as warrantable in the one as the other, nor 
advance the ftrength of Reafon in Marters 
purely Divine, nor ſet up the Vanity of Sci- 
ence againſt the Wiſdom of God, nor ipfer 
any Doctrine from the Articles of our Faith 
contrary to the Scriptures ; bur rather ſearch 
the Word of God with Humility and holy 
Fear, and ayoid Pride and Conceit, which is 
the Root of all Herefies. Let us embrace the 


pregnant Evidence of things not ſeen ; not re- 
filing to believe till all Objections are an- 
ſwered leſt we die in Unbelief j hut tefethi 
al doubtful Queſtions to be anſwered i i 
aher World, when Faith half become Yiu: 
WR + nn 


divine Authority for our Faith, as a clear and 


127 


every Chriſtian to bo 


is /ound- and uſeful, not amuſing Men with 


any novel or heterodox Opinions, nor open- 


* ere 


ao d us, Wich cach Flghs ' 
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dog per oe the Mind i 

Ae 05 5 e in the Body, the Wi” 
exquiſit fe Piriruality; of their Nature, andou WY” 


Inſtance we can give, far ſurmount the force 
of Human Reaſon. Let us not ambitiouſy 
countenance the Errors of ſome great Men, 
who live as if they did not look beyond thi 
World; nor regard their Anger, but rathe 
Fear che eternal Wrath of God; nor ſordid 
comply with any prevailing Ration that arc 
given to change, nor covet k our oui 
things; rather. than the things: that art 
Chriſt's: But out of a true Love to our Cour 
trey, and a conſcientious R Bard co our cter 


nal Happinels, & rand vigorouſly main 
tain the ſound, Articles of opr Church, and 
her excellent Cofiſkrution, which none alive 


can Mend, however they may ſtrive to Un 
.dermine. Finally, let us not ceaſe feryently t 
ſend up our Prayers to God, in the Words o 
our Church's incomparable Litany, that fron 
all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy — Rebellin 
from' all falſe Doctrine, Hereſie and Schij 
from Haraneſs of Heart, and Contempt of. 
Seriptures, God would, i in his infinite Merc 
deliver uus. 014 
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0! Almighty Gn, who haſt inſtrucred 
thy holy Church with the heavenly Doctrine 
of thy Evangehiſts ;. give us Grace, that be. 
ing not like Childrey carried away with e- 
very Blaſt of vain Doctrine, we may be efta- 
lliſp d in the Truth of thy holy Goſpel, thro 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 
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St. Pail exhorts che Fans 140, 
(and in them all Chriſtians) ton 
mutual Love of one another ; and 


ſuaſions drawn from the Conſ0lation of th 
Love they had in Chriſt, the Fellowjbip 
the bleſſed Spirit, the tender Bowels an 
Mercies of God, they had ſo abundantly ex 
perienced; and which therefore ought prc 
portionably to influence and affect their So 
with the like N and 9 


not ibn vo Sumibn. 
And that he might the more effectually in- 
duce hem to lay afide all Srrife and Vain. glo. V. 3: 
5 and-imdonwihege/s of Mend to efteem others 
letter thy ene er, tie lets betbre the 
the ramp Gf Their iin ; Saler 
1 Name they were Fall, by who 
hd they Were Fedremed; where = Bo he. $9, 10. 
minke thet'of the ſabHirti® ind tränfcef dent 
Myſteries of the Divinity and Incarnation, 

the Paſſion and Glory of their Redeemer , 

vhich were the noble Objects of their Fairhs) 

ndr da to them how he that was in 

i Glen xf (by 005 {8 Eſſence 2 

147, oY 20 255 Ny his eternal 
2 Mun him 2 Fm of a Ser- 

ant, and 8 Tok to the ignominious 

Death of the Cop, : fot which ft ſtupendous Hu- 
piliation an ch ence hi ew 5955 exalted, 
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and Gu een en theres. 
to; be does not (as ſome perhaps wquld 
re done) adviſe them only to lean un 
uit, and roll pon his precious Promiſes ; 
K 2 nor 


nor yet to truſt to the broten Reed of other 
. - Mens pretended Merite and 28 but % 
to be lile- minded with Jeſus C * 13 to imi- 

0 


ty, diffuſive Charity, and cenſummate Obe 


And here I ſhall crave leave firſt to. explain 


Duty. 24 31 1 | : AY 4 


. at + int *— 


tate (as far as poſſible) his profound Humili 
dience; and to continue in the Apoſtle's ab- 
ſence, (as they had begun in his preſence) to G 
work out their own Salvation with Fear and the 
Trembling. | as, 241 dies 

The Words of the Text, being very copious, 
afford us theſe, two Heads of, Dios to be 
treated upon at large. 134 

I. Firſt, A * enjoin'd, Wark e 
own Salvation... 115 2 et ITY 

II. Secondly, the Manner of, performing i it 
with Fear and Trembling. 1 

I ſhall (as Opportunity ſeryes) diſcourſe on 
them both. and then,endeayour, to anſwer the 
chief Objections which may be urged agair 
the Doctrine contained in the Text; conclu- 
ding all with ſome uſeful Application. 

15 And firſt, for the firſt, the Duty enjoin d 
Wark out Jour, , 0wn Satuation ; 55 which 
only I ſhall treat at preſent. 


and then enforce the Duty enjoyn d. 
And fit, For the ee 15 th 


IS VS ” > {Lbs 
$>.141:-4. 1 * Hom” Fi 


1 * 4 
117 . f * 19 
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— Wee to which Fy Chriſtians are 
called by the preaching of the Goſpel, which 
state is begun here in Grace, and hercafter is 
to be Complete in Glory. More particu- 
larly ir denotesd ou Delberiner from the 

Cuil Power- and Puniſhment of Sin; front 

the corroding Worm of Conſetener thar never 

dies; from the inſupportable Wrath of God. 

aud che flety Mengennde of Hell chat ſhall Mark . 
never he und not 6nly a Delivs“ 
nnce from theſe mexprefſible Torments, bur 
an Advintement ro everlaſting Life, Reſt and 
Happineſs ; a State as full of unconceivable 
Satisfaction and Plenſure in the Preſence nd 
fmition of God, as the other 10 ef endleſs A. 
toniſhment; Cohſuſion and Anguiſh amidſt 
the curſed« Society 


ofethe Devil and his An 

gels. W WV 1 3 Aenne fil 19. 103 . 
Now the Cbrilt be che ol, Author" hs Heb. 5. . 
halvation, WhicWis) therefore called in 
, The Subvation dich iin Chief , Tim. 2. 
1th eternal Glyi he aving pure: . 
prepared it for us, By h Bee roms rredtic 

nd Intercefſion ; eirber iy vere AR 
one given under Howoenamimny Mew, 
vherebyabe mf bd ſaved! but only the name 
f Chrift Jeſus o Nevertheleſs hereby Ott 
ious Endeavours are not wholly excluded. 
K *y 4 _ - 
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e eee 

to deſire) aud firmly to hape for this Salva 

tion in and pho! him, hut glia by his Grate 

aſſiſting our beſt Endeavours, to — \ 

1 — the Con- 

ditions requirtc on om Bat ch him, in order 

ta che attainiug the qnd of aur Faith, the Hel 
vation af our — — Mild ny 

0 Mech che, yt ow 067 967 Sabuatin, 

emtan our actording to ou 

different Sratjons: and Selldngs, to ex. 

Tit. z. an eee e, by en impartial Obodi 

1. -encetowull GedWOrdinancesh aud: Cn! 

—— i Er 

tifying our Concupileence;pabybliving ſober 

ly, righteoyſly, devontly, und 1Gharicably 

mm this praſert Worid nnd (s dur ai x 

lies) with reſpect to our Duty to God x 

wr 7.1: 6ur Neighbour, -cleanſing-our ſthoes how a al 

maine , Frſard r 

Nane in the frar-of CG = 

d dc as wich aged 20 God w 

du bees. 1 7 — 


Tone yok ——ů— Wrong nib 
do them all che Good we ean ; it u ill not ſuſ 

char we oppreſb not the Poor, the — 
e W.. ee n rclieve the 


_—-- 8 


| drop of Water to cool his Tonga, according 


not iat ĩent to Salvation. 
- ndiplead their Cauſe; being as conſpicuous 
above othets in acts of Juſtice, Liberality and 
ä—— ese Wealth and 
Honour... 

The rich-Man; who: was FY ſolicirous to 
pull doum hit old Barns, and raiſe more ca- 
pacious ac ou, is not tax d for building at 
the publick Coſt,” or upon another Man's 
Ground, or for robbipg his Neighbour 


s of 
their Crop; but he was bent ſo much upon 


taking hir Eaſe,” as to neglect the Works of 


quired of him, and he dies without knowing 
who ſhauld gather what he ING 
had been haaping up. 14) 

So alia the (Eticure that: was 
clothed in Purple, is not blam'd for. ſetting 


his Dogs on Lagaru, to drive him from his 


Door; for he ſuffered their Compaſſion, tho? 
he was much more brutiſh in not thewing his 
own; but becauſe. his Purple, bis fine Linen, 
and his Feaſting, ſwallowed up his Alms; be- 
.cauſe.he would not ſpare: the Man that lay ar 
bis Gene full of Soren. Foes the Crumbs that 
fell from bis Table: He is therefore become 
n everlaſting Beggar in Hell. but far one 
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Mercy and Charity, and therefore is ſer down 
by God as a Fool ; hir Soul i ſuddenly re- 


a W e ae. — Ane . Ute 


Works of Charity] towards Men; (hewever 
it may ſeem a Paradox to the Covetous and 


1 Tim. 6. 
17,18, 19. 


ſo implied, that being eHabliſbed and rated 


zer 8 5. 
10.4 


1. 74 % n reps bur thas welding ty er M. 
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am dhimſelf and u U \bearg.\vWhetefore\ 
not only Works of Picty: towards God but 


Luxurious) are included in he ort of our 
Satuation: Even as our Apoſtle reminds us, 
to dy Good; and t Communitatei' and parti- 
cularly bids his beloved 7 zmorby, charge them 
chat ane rich in thin World;\ not to b high- 
minded, but to be rich in goa Moria, rauch 
ta diſtribute, That as the Raſtenn auger, when 
they open d their Treaſures, not only oſſerd 
up to: Chriſt Incenſe and Myrrhybut Gola; fo 
ſhould we Chriſtians more eſpecially offer up 
unto him, not only the Works of Devotion and 
Mortification, bur he Wortes of Compaſſion 
and Charity. 04/9 ubch Bagdot)! 
Again, by working out: eee! al. 


in Love, we ſhould not be E,“ or fuint in 
Mell: doing, but chearful and indefatigable 
therein; that we ſhould: continue in the Acts 
of Divine Worſhip. in the Fruite of the Ipi. 
rit, in the conſtant Exerciſe of all Evangeli- 
cal and Social Duties; that our Intentions 
and Reſolutions fart not: afide like 4 broken 
Bau, nor our Righteoufucſs. vaniſh. like the 


and 


Nr an ft 1 a 625 a ab i. oo. 9... 


nat aue niit di tin. 137 

nowledge; Temperamoe, Pat iencr, hro- 
—— — 
(as far as human Frailty; wilb permit) be feu. 
— — and (if AO abways as 
bo gaad Works; at leaſt eeking earmieſt- 
ly — — RE 
ne Conti i ae Wall of Goch pre. 


with a deep Contrition, we may, amidſt In- 
firmities and Femptations,. Tribulations and 
erſecutions. endure unto the Hud, be faith. 
ful unto Death, and er 
Life.: It odt e ny enen er SHS | 
From what has been ſaid; we een * 
father Euplication of the Duty r 
rationally deduce theſe two Obſervations. 
Firſt, That Faith. in Chriſt, withour Works 
of Obedience, and Amendment of Life's not 
ſufpcaent for iSalvation.: enn CCRT 
Secondly, That the V ork of our Saboa” 
tion neceſſarily; requires the moſt fetvent Di- 
igence. inceſſant Labour, and prudent Aps 
plication.” 126 3T7* Fi 36rd 3 303 Mou 4 c4tttd, 4 | 
Firſt;: That Faith. in Chriſt widbour Work? 
of Qbedience," ——— ase 
eee | 
) gh ax Monit kin Ae RY 4 
1710 Fox 


e WF ad, 


and Cheat ſul Submiſſibn to the wilt : T 
— — accompanied 


833 
9 —— 
Hprrifies our Lives; hut the Nuri that muſſ 
4 muſt be am ardent and 
6 Vigorons and practical Faith, chat 
"4 res and contrbulbthe Will, as 
ell S ekunlly iilluminares the Underſtand- 
| ron ue Ehrifhwinhour Moria of Obedience 
t b#liarvepre of G in bim, is to imagine 
rad wemay'own Chrift in our Fords, and in 
b Did deny him and confequently-arrain 
Salvation another Way than har Chrift him 
fei has ordain d: MWhereas the #rae Faith is 
not buly to aſſent to the Articlus of aur 
— to demonſtrate by our Actions, 
tchatj wo ate couvinddiithat Salvation is to be 
obtained hr Obediencs 10 G imChriſt Je. 
fie Who by bis Death, Merits und Interceſ 
in nenders our ſalves and oui Works accep- 
Vs table to the Father: and not only''applyrour 
ſelyes to, and rely on Chriſ fumubat End, 
ber induſteiouſly: perform thoſe Muri of O. 
- dedievcerwhich God has promiſed to reward: 
That not only Faith, but Hope and Charity, 
 Lowlinefs; Benignity, Chaſtity, Meckneſs and 
Reſignation, may heve their perfet? Work: 
and we may want nothing char is neceſſary 
» ens ons au upright Man and a good 
Chriſtian ; 
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_ thoraugh ant cordial Repentance, 

ended Omnipotence may be reconcil'd) and 
aj eee him other- 
poſſible lor hiamrightly to believe, who con- 
tinues in the ꝓollution uf Evil, or for hinr not 
to pere/ſb\wiie: dots not rent. In like man- 


ner: i any one ſays he has Faith, becauſe he 
. — 


| Chviſianzvaanirnarbing that. God han agen. 


1 — allow out ſelves in any thing he 


hath ſothidden If any Man therefore ſays 
be has Faith. becauſe he: believes that Chriſt 
is made an Atonement ta God for che L 
greſſions of all repevring Sinners (and iute- 
ly he is an n n ihr — ler him 

farſake / hia Bins, and tun unto God y a 
— 


ine ſfettualʒ it being im- 


accept und 


fewand his Works of Piet (tho ſliort of Per- 
ectian un io h¹⏑EMHUuerth in themſelves) let 
him not daly embrace the Goſpel „und truſt 
in Qhriſt / os that Purpoſe 
accondingly t de Works of Religion towards 
God.) Juſticu and 
ſo God, read ire bi Son; in dm 


l aulaue he ir agel pled/ed;i may accept and re- 


bor apply HiinſelF 


— coed Aden that 


ward then nne a 
huet VRIDI LA 1915 


Tho herefore ir 48 yndoubtedly true, (if 
rihely unde) that by the Works of the 


Hire Law, 


bebe esa 139 
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Rom. 3, Lau u Aan bun be ug and tit Pais 
Gal. 2. 16. in Chriſt is the 'bnly/truc and M Paich: 
yet are due not 20 conpeive'thar We thay hotd 

th Truth in ene, ot that this 
cue. Huurh in uo h /eterd i fromgodd Amer but 
den 8. uber 1 if fuel av operates "by Bote; that 
1 bas the Per as Mell us the Fbrm vf Cod. 
lauge that druvis cht Neatts and — wn 
= with it atid'is cbniated b 
VFVorſab Obedience to the Meral Kaw? — 
ther( is the Author of che O Tefament to 
be choughe different from that of rh Ney; 
not. Gs ferrer illi tò be oppoſed to his 
Revealet; not Fuirb te be — — 
 Hopksivor the Crerd againſt the C 
ments ; chere being no Article of the nr 
Which- does hot by Eonſcquerice enforce:the 
Precepts af ebe other Both equally trying the 
Jiuundueſs of bur Ditiiine;'and t 
of dur Liyes eee n e 
For 9 

Mat. 5.17,the Burden of the Ceremonial Laus yet the 

Aer Laub (Which! Ohriſf ente not to de. 
2 ſtrby, but to fulfil and feſtorè to its 
Force and Vigor) exacts ſtill our unfeigned, 
prompt and regular Obedience; in obeying 
of iich we are as much ro exceed the Fews, 
a they do u in obeying the Ceremonial Law. 
Mat. 19. Is wit, onter dus eternal Bift (ſaid our 
os wry W Sayiour 


Saviour ao abpcinqnifiige Jouag Man) ter .; 
the Cammandments. And; ſurely our Savi- 
our, by whoſe, undeſerved Bounty alone we 
can hope ta be Partakers. of ſuch a tranſcen · 
dent Felicity, knew. well che Cundit ius ant 
Means of obtaining it à and therefore, a8 bo 
owns none for his Diſciples, but ſuch as e- | 
ſcienciouſſy obſerve. his Laws, ſa he promiſes 
Bleſſedneſs to none but thoſe. who! are emis; 
nent in the Practice of thoſe -Chreſtzan Gre-) Mat. 3.8.25 
ces and Virtues, which ſhone ſo brightly: in oY 
himſelf ; and which, are; ſo particularly men- 
tion d by him, in his glorious, full, and admi · 
rably inſtruQtive Sermon on the Mouur ;; and 
his beloved Diſciple pronounces them andy Rev. 22. 
 bleſſed\ wha keep bis Commandmems; they . 
only have a Right, thro; their Redecmer's 
Mercy, to the Tree of Life, and to enter in- : 
to the heapenly Jertſolem But whoſaeven x Job. 3 
faith, he knoweth or believeth in Cad, and 
hſerveth, aut his Commandments, he; in a 
Har. DNN NAA NY e NET 2 
Shall any one then ſay, that Chriſtianity is 
a State of, Licenciouſneſs; that we ſhouid turn 
the Grace of God into Wantonneſs, or ſin the 
more that, Grace may abound ?. Cad forbid: 
We are rather in a State of Adoption, M 
| 15 we being made in Baptiſm the Sons of God 
by penal Fayour , ne were mt — 
rat 


6—— — n 
Ilyibound (as a prbof of ourAdoption):to lie 
in ll Holineſo as) becomes ub Brerbpen of 
Cuil. without iwhibh Au, wo Maw hall 
- cn 3. ee God, Nay, |St:Panbcells in we Are 4b. 
* e for abe Teinple-of Go un Hub5thtinr 
— 
Where and itit6 Which 
nothing [that is profane o nc maſt en- 
ter tur if any Min defole the'T emple of God, | 
bun ſhall God deſtroy 11 Morcover,-": Buse ba; 
Tis· obſer vablo, that the dum and Subſtance 
o our Creed (as our excellent Cateehiſin ex. 
poundb it) ig 70 bellvv in Grd the Father 
uno created un, in God' rh q 8 


DP > 9 ©. wy wv = A wa . * 


„% Armed us, in God the' 2 500 
there be ſtt 


niir u. And can odger 
or more forcible es. > caverns to the Pri: | 
mable Babeftte ef Orcdiioh, Aae Rl 
demptibn and Satidtification'? IFthe Father fi 
Scriptute is called Lobe; (1 John cb. 4% che 
6. Sowithe ever lu Coonfethr, che N 
8 


not fufſuctantt0:Sal0a: 

who.was the 24/ible Brightasft;. and cu 

Imoge of his Hethers Glaryg dt follows thut alla 

our Actions as Chriſtians.are to be begun in che 

Loye of Gd che n 8, 

dam of. God che Son. carried on and ene e 

ted by the Energy and Sauctification of GO 

the, Holy. Ghoſt and conſequentiy, that om 

Faith in the ever- bleſſed and glorions Trinityl, 

is to be exempliſied by ſuah good Actions as 

proceed from that Love, Miſdom, \Energy; 

and Sanctiſication. Thus che Symbol ofHο 

3 

e reckons among Gal. 5. 
of the Fleſb, as beginning or ending in tliem; 

ſo he that purſues the Mons f Iuiguity can- 

not be an Orthodox Believer. nor can pructi- 

By Atheiſen be Mop Ab by: Speculative © 
. „1 07 230 ak 01113304 Mom IC 
When therefore St. Paul: fays, We are on 94 

fifed ey Faith, he deth not mean that ſoli- 

tary naked Faith, which is; deſtitute of all gaod' 
Works, but that vital and practical F aithywhixty- 
cxerts and evidences. it ſelf by Righteouſneſs” * © 

ad true Holineſs, and ſuch Was the Faith bft ..,q 

the Patriarchs and Sazx#s of Old. whom he 

mentions in his Epiſtle to tbe Hehretus So Heb. 11. 

likewiſe when St, James affirms wwe are puſtifid®* , > 

by good Works, he does not mean:good Works Jam. 2. 14. 

n of Faith, but ſuch as ſpring from a 

ö _ 


ed. 


gere Faith in Ohvift, A m wehe 
ſubmit to Ci ifion, and offer up his Son 
Jſaar; for as Faith withour Works is but a 
dead Picture, or Shadow of that which hath 
Life or Motion, fo Works that proceed not 
from a true Faith in Chrift are dead alſo. 
Faith without good Works is the Faith of the 
Devils, who know, believe and tremble, but 
ar the ſame time, (notwithſtanding the Light 
and Force of divine Truth) conceive and bring 
forth all manner of Evil, thro' Maliciouſneſs, 
and fo continue Devils ſtill, as in 
Wickedneſs as in Knowledge; as many of 
their execrable Agents alſo are, r 
them ſelves indeed into Angels of Light, but 
thereby increaſing — 09h: Damnation. 
the har Oh Faith we muſt go on 

| from Strength to Strength, from Faith to Re- 
ce and Obedience, making Faith con- 
ſiſtent with a good Conſcience, (void of all 
Offence toward God and Man.) ſtill remem- 

bring that tho? Faith avails not withour good 

1 Joh. 3. Works (ſince he that works Sin is of the De. 
"0. wil, and ue cannot be Chriſt's Diſciples, un- 
leſs we keep his Commandments ;) yet no 
Ich. 14. good Works can be done fo as to pleaſe God, 
- 25,27. without a previous Faith in Chriſt. For as the 
Joh. 15. Branch can't bear Fruit, except it be in the 
Vine, ſo neither can we as Branches do I orti 
pleaſing 
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— orgy to G ; 
believe and abjde in Chriſt: = 7; ine. For 
if an Heat hen, or Few, Turk; or Socinian do 
good Works, yet they avail not for want of 
Faith in Chriſt, which is the proper Root and 
Foundation of, and gives Beauty, Vigour, Life 
and Energy to, all laudable Performances; 
wherefore, before a Man can do good Works 
pleaſing unto God, he muſt truly believe in 
Chriſt, y + whoſe, Grace his Juſtification being 
begun in * Laver of Generation, he muſt af. 
terwards by that Faith bring forth ſuch good 
Works as ſhall manifeſt his Faith to be real; 
ſubſtantial, exemplary, and conducing to his 
finally being juſtified, ſanctified and glorified ; 
leſt while his Profeſſion ſhall faintly ſpeak him 
a Chriſtian, his Converſation ſhould loudly 
proclaim him an Infidel ;. leſt while he pre- 
tends to caſt out Devils by his Faith, his Diſ- 
Obedience renders him a fit Receptacle for n. 

clean Spirits to enter into and dwell in. So 
| that we ſee, he who is a true Believer muſt - 
| 


not only believe in God, and his Promiſes, 
aud truſt in the meritorious Paſſion of Chriſt, 


in the Lord; ſhew forth his Faith by its ge- 
mine Effects, good W orks, not being like the 
barren Fig tree, but as a Tree . by the pt r. x; 
auen which bringeth 2 its W 


but muſt alſo be doing Good, as well as truſt pc 37. 3 


Faith without Practice 
in due Seaſon: By his Faich he muſt lay hold 
on, and by his good Life he muſt retain and 
adorn, the Goſpel of Chriſt; and yet {© as not 
to truſt in his good Works, as if they could ju. 
ftifie, and fave him, but in the Merits and 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt by Faith, in whom a- 
lone he is freely zuſtified and ſaved, thro” the 
Mercies of God the Father, the Satisfaction 
of God the Son, and the Sanctification of God 

the Holy Ghoſt. ü 

But ſecondly, The ſecond Obferyation, 
which may ſerve to illuſtrate the Duty in the 
Text is, that the Wort of our Salvation ne- 
ceſſarily requires the moſt fervent Diligence, 
inceſſant Labour, and prudent Application; 
for God has not plac'd us in this World as the 
Leviathan in the great Waters, to ſport and 
take our Paſtime theres. p 
We muſt not fancy that we can with : 
yawning reliance climb up the Hill of Son, 
or that this great Salvation will drop into 
our Mouths, while we are flumbring on Bed: 
of Down; but if we deſire it in good earneſt, 
we muſt labour, and work hard to obtain it, 
and be made ſenſible of the Puniſhment out 
Vices deſerve, even by the unwearied Practice 
of the ſevereſt Virtues, as Auam was of his 
loſing Paradiſe, by eating bis Bread in it 


Sweat of bis Brun. What the der 
F118 
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not. ſufficient to Salvation. 147 
the Ship, tho an Heathen, ſaid to Jonah in 
the Storm, may be applied to every drowſie 
Chriſtian, I hat meaneſt thou, O ſleeper? A Jonahr. s; 
riſe and call upon thy G. | 

There is no room left in our Chriſtian War- 
fare for Sloth and Idlenels, Careleſneſs and Re- 
miſueſs, but we muſt (if we would reach the 
Crown of Righteouſneſs) ſtrive to enter in Luke 13. 
at the ftrait Gate, and fight manfully the goa] 
fight, and ſucceſsfully finiſh our Conr ſe ; be- 1 Cor. 16. 
ing ative, vigilant and ſtrong in the Faith; 
and Jabouring not only for the Meat that pe- 
riſheth, but for that Meat which engureth Joh. 5.27. 
for ever, which the Sou of Man ſhall giue ! 
16. It is he that gives it, but he gives it not l 
to ſuch as will take no Pains for that which | 
colt him ſo much Swear aud Blood ; to ſuch 
as ſtand idle all the Day long in the Martet- Mat. 20.1; 
place, and will not pluck their Hands out of 
their Boſom, to lay hold on eternal Life; 
but to /#c/ a, labour in his Vineyard, aud 
preſs forward to obtain the high Prize of Phil. 3.14 
theer Calling in Chriſt ; who, as he has al- 
ready done his Part, and is willing to do {till 
more for us, fo he calls on us to do our Parr 
too: Upon which Account we are told in the 
Goſpel, chat there is 4 Grownd to be tilled, 
good Seed to be ſown, aud [Prong np plemti- 
fully for the great Harveſt at the End of 

L 2 the 
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Faith without Pradice- 
the World, by the Prevalence of the Word, the 
Example and Spirit of God our Saviour. There 
are Talents to be improv'd, and not to be bu- 
ried in a Napkzn, leſt we be altogether in the 
worſt Senſe, unprofitable Servants ; there is 
a Treaſure to be digg d for, and alſo laid up 


in Heaven. where Kuſt, Moths and Thieves 


Prov. 10. 


Ia. . 
86 
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cannot reach it. There is a Building to be raiſed 
founded upon the Faith of the Goſpel and the 
obſervance of its Precepts, as on a Rock ; and 
not on thꝰ Andy Bottom of grave Looks, hol. 
low Hearts, faint Wiſhes, and ſpecious Hypo- 
criſie; there is a narrow Way to be walk d in, 
tho' full of Thorns and Briars; and a Lamp 
always to be kept burning againſt the coming 
of the Bridegroom. 
Wherefore, tho' God freely beſtows upon 
us the Riches of his Grace and eternal Life, 
yet tis the diligent Hand that ſhall receive 
this ineſtimable Recompence ; tho' every one 
that thirſteth is invited to come and refreſh 
himſelf with the living Waters, and to buy 
them without Money; yet that very buying 
them imports, that we ſhould take ſome Pains 
in a manner to acquire them ; that like our 
Saviour, after much Toz/ and Sufferings we 
may drink of the Brook in the Way, and 
have our Heats "ifted up. 


As 
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As for Pride, fiulneſs of Bread, and abun- 
dance of Tdleneſs, this was the Iniquity of 
Sodom, whereby ſhe became Haughty,” Stub. Erek. 16. 
born, Mercileſt and Abominable, and was ““ 50. 
therefore ſer forth as an horrible Example, Jude 7. 
ſuffering the Ven geance of eternal Fire, ty- 
pically here, and really in Hell hereafter. _ 
And the rather we are to uſe the utmoſt 
Diligence and moſt prudent Application to ob- 
rain this Salvation (tho' we can't effect or me- 
rit it, which belongs only to Chriſt) becauſe 
tis a Work of no {mall Difficulty, as requiring 
us to remove our darling and inveterate Sins, 
to cut off a right Hand, and pluck out a right 
Eye; to ſubdue our wild Appetites, and re- 
renounce our worldly Intereſts; ro quell our 
Pride, and ſtifle our Revenge; to forgive our 
Enemies, and love all Mankind; to extin- 
ouiſh our Ambition by Humility and Con- 
— our Avarice and Luxury by Alms- 
giving and Temperance; to ſacrifice our Eaſe 
and the Love of this World, to the takin 
up of our Croſs and following Chriſt; and to 
redeem the precious Time. we have loſt,” as 
conſidering that our Days are few and evil, 
that our Change is near, certain and inevit- 
able, and if we do not perform the Mort of 
our celeſtial Vacation to Day, while it Jaſt- 
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eth, the Night of Death comes on apace, i 
when no Mas can Mort. ſe 

Now to all this, -thro' the Corruption and di 
Depravation of our Nature, we are uſually in in 

Effect averſe, tho' in Semblance ſometimes in- 
clin'd ; the Law of our Members warreth a- ol 
gainft the Law of Grace, and that which we to 
would, that we do not, and that which we ta 
would not, that we do; faintly approving Wl pc 
things excellent, yet i y performing the I in 
clean contrary: Hence it is that we are im- fe 
petuous and violent in purſuing our inordinate MI ye 

Deſires, but every ſlight Excuſe, or trivial Ml d 

Avocation makes us delay our Duty to God; WM WI 

nothing is eſteem'd irkſome or tedious in the 
compaſſing the one, but to execute the other 
is eſteem d (tho falſly) a Trouble and a Punilh- 
ment; the Drudgery of Iniquity is delightful 
becauſe forbidden, and the Waters of Bitter- 
neſd when ffoln, are accounted ſweet; but we 
ſcarce have any ſteady Reſolutions, or perma- 
nent Courage to engage in the Service of our 

Maker, becauſe 'tis commanded ; and are apt 

to call it Mavery, altho' oat Service is per. 

fe? Freedom. 
And when we do engage in chis neceſſary 

Work, with what Coldneis and Languor do 

es it? How ſoon are we weary of 


IC, 
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ir, and how frequently break it off? What 
ſecret Deſires have we to be excuſed, and be 
diſpenſed with, when any thing is to be done 
in which we muſt deny our ſolues? 

So that in this Caſe the Original Infection 
of our Nature, which too oſten prompts us 
to many actual Offences, is not only a Point 


taught us by Faith, but confirm'd by fad Ex- 


perience ; however Obſcure it may be deem'd 
in its Principle, it is but too evident in its Ef- 
fects: Hard it may ſeem to ſome to believe, 
yet harder it is to others (who find themſelves 
daily prone to do Evil) not to believe it; 
which even the Heathens themſelves could ae- 
knowledge, altho' they were ignorant rom 
what cauſe it flow'd. 

And that which renders the Buſineſs of our 
Salvation more difficult, is the Oppoſition we 


tions; who wants neither Invention nor Ma- 


ugem, to enſnare, ſurprize, attack or counter- 
nine us, when we are unprepared, weak or 
inconſtant ; and that either by offering Diver- 


tom our Work, or caſting Doubrs, n 
ound Diſcouragements in our Way. 

fo Sometimes urging to us the greatneſs of our 
t, bins, © to make us 2 tf 


L 4 Sometimes 


CY 


find herein from the Devil and his Tempta- 


lice, Addrefs nor Force, Contrivance nor Stra- 


ſions of a of Pleaſure, to draw us off 
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* 25, F aur Feet, to be circumſpect and induſtii 


6, 


awake till we are ſurrounded with everlaſting 
Burnings. 


F aith 1 Fractice 


Sometimes perſuading us that the Way to 
Heaven is broad, eaſie and pleaſant, that we 
ſhall. have time enough to repent whenever 
we think fit; and ſo lulling us into a fatal Se- 
curity, out of which perhaps we may never 


To which carnal and preſumptuous Security 
we are the ſooner inclin'd, thro' our innate 
Self. love and Conceit, and the deceitfulneſs 
of our Hearts, which delude us into a fond 
Opinion of the Rectitude of our Manners, 
and vain Hopes that we are in no Danger as to 
our ſpiritual Eſtate; which our grand Adver- 
ſary taking advantgge of, inflames our Af. 
fections, ſtirs up our Blood, combating the 
Fleſh by the Spirit, and the Spirit by the Fleſh, 
ſeducing us by our Virtues as well as our Vices; 
and where our Negligence or Weakneſs is not 
ſufficient to deſtroy us, he makes even our 
Strength in foiling him become an Occaſion 
of ſpiritual Pride, and Triumphs over us 2. 
midſt our boaſted Conqueſts. 

Upon all which Accounts it bee us 10 
take heed to our Ways, and ponder the Paths 


ous, watchful and conſtant in the York ' 
our Salvation; to remember that tho' u 
were ec 7 in mY; in, We are regenerated 


weſhd 
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waſhed and purged by the Blood of Chriſt ; © 
to reſiſt ſtrenuouſly not only Fleſb and Blood, 
but the Principalities and Powers of Dark- 
neſs, and ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places: 
to contend as much for our Happineſs, as Sa- 
tan doth for our Ruine; to be as careful of ſhun- 
ning endleſs Perdition, as we are to avoid 
Poverty and Diſgrace; to labour as much at 
leaſt for the durable Bliſs of Eternity, as we 
do for the vexatious and fading Enjoyments of 
this World, leſt we be damn'd with more Toil 
and Expence than we might have been ſaved 
by, had we been as wiſe and anxious as CHil- 
dren of the Light, to ſeek and purſue Salyq- 
tion, as we too often are, as the Children of 
the World, to follow and embrace Deſtruction; 
eſpecially reflecting that many a dying Man 
has wofully (thoꝰ perhaps too late) complain- 
ed of, and with bitter Remorſe lamented his 
wretched Drowſineſs, and heartleſs Inactivity 
in the Buſineſs of his eternal Welfare. 

Bur no one ever, when he came to die, 
complain'd of too. much Solicitude, too great 
Sedulity in working out his Sabuation. 

II. Having thus explain'd the Duty en· 
join d in the Text, I proceed ſecondly to en- 
force it, and this I ſhall chuſe to do (among 
many other Reaſons that might be uſed) ſrom 
the following Conſiderations, 


* 
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_ Firſt, Becauſe the York of our Salvation 
is a Work of the higheſt Concern and Im- el 
portance, bk C 

Secondly, Becauſe one main End of our ut 
Saviour's giving himſelf, and ſhedding his moſt co 
precious Blood for us, was to engage us to | 
ghlorifie God by our good Works, and there- 
by, as a conditional Means, to attain eyer- 
laſting Life. 

Thirdly, Becauſe according to our good or 
evil Actions we ſhall be judged, and rewarded 
or puniſhed, at the laſt great Day. And, 

Fourthly, Becanſe however difficult this 
Work f our Salvation may be to Fleſh and 
Blood, and we thro' our corrupt Nature un- 
able to perform it as we ought; yet the Al- 
mighty is ready to aſſiſt us in the Accompliſh- 
ment of it, by his abundant Grace. 

Of each of which briefly. 

And, Firſt, We are obliged to work out 
our Salvation, becauſe it is a Work of the 
higheſt Concern and Importance. 

- For upon this depends the final and total 
Happineſs or Miſery of our Bodies and Souls, 
of all Intereſts the moſt dear and momentous, 
and therefore requiring all our Care and Aſſi- 
duity ; as being no leſs a Concern than all a 
Man can ſave, and all that he can loſe to E- 
ternity. | df ds 

We 
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We have a Kingdom ſet before us, an in- Rev.. rr. 


corruptible Inberitance, an immarceſcible 
Crown, Joys unconceivable, and therefore un- 
utterable, on the one hand, to animate and re- 
compence our ſincere, tho” undeſerving In- 
duſtry; a vaſt and mighty Reward for the di- 
gent Service of a ſhort Pilgrimage here be- 


low, an Happineſs large as our Wiſhes, and 
laſting as our Souls. 


On the other hand, we have to deter us 
from Idleneſs and Ungodlineſs, the 
Woe, Lamentation and Torment in the Lake 
F burning Sulphur, the Shipwrack of our 


Faith for want of good Works, the ſplitting of 


our Souls on the Rock of everlaſting Perdition ; 

the Loſs of which nothing can counteryail, 

no, not the gaining of the whole World. 
Shall we not then be truly ſenſible of che 

Value of our Souls till we are ready to d 

of preſerving them? Or rather ſhall we not 

as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) Walk worthy of the 


in every good Work, as well as increa- 
ug in the Knowledge of God; Leſt for a 
tranſitory, temporary Emolument we throw 
way eternal Bliſs, and thereby incur inevi. 
table and ever-during Vengeance? 

Secondly, We are bound to Work out our 
halvation, becauſe one main End of our Sa- 


viour's 


— 16. 


Lord unto all well pieaſing, being Fruitfu 7 Col.1. 0. 
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- viour's giving himſelf, and ſhedding his moſt 
precious Blood for us, was to engage us to 
gloriſe God. by our good Works; and there- C 
by, as a conditional Means » to- attain eter- y 
Lie. h 

And this our Apoſite. — to — G 
that Chriſt gave bimſelf for us, not only that w 


be maught redeem us from all Iniquity; but ſo 


Eph. 5. 27. 


that he might purifie to himſelf a peculiar 
People, zealous” of good Works, a glorious ric 
Church without Blemiſh, Spot or Wrinkle. So 


that being capable of being truly redeem'd, ti 


on, Which was to introduce and eſtabliſh pra- 


himſelf is; who came not among us only to 


righteous; to ſanctifie as well as juſtifie our 


we might be made meet Partakers of the Be. pe 


neſit of his extenſive Redemption, according tio 


to the noble Deſign of his moſt. holy Religj- 


ical Goodneſs upon Chriſtian Principles; to 
which Purpoſe his Diſcourles and Parables, his 
Reproofs and Replies, his beneficent and con- 
vincing Miracles, his going about to do Good, 
his meritorious Paſſion, his glorious Reſur. 
rection, all, in their ſeveral Ways, tended to 
make us wiſe, righteous, holy and perfect (ac- 
cording to our Capacities,) even as Chriſt 


pardon. our Sins, but remove them; not only 
to abſolve a wicked World, but to make it 


* to take away the Commiſſion, as 


well 


not ſin flicient-to Sui. 


well as Condemnation of Tranſprefſion'; that 
as he was born in the Fleſh, we ſhould be re- 
generated of the Spirit; as he was crucified, ſo 
we ſhould cruciſie our Luſts and Affections; as 
he died for the Guilt, we might die to the Pra- 
ctice of Sin; as he roſe again from the dead, 
we might riſe again to newneſs of Life, and 
ſo being bleſſed and holy, may have a Part in 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt, thro' his victo- 
rious and triumphant Reſurrection. 

Altho' therefore our Lord, by free Imputa- 
tion gives us his Righteouſneſs, yet he ex- 
pects we ſhould inſtrumentally, as a Condi- 
tion, return him ours; that, however defici- 
ent in it ſelf, it may be be by his ac. 
compliſhed Righteonſtels 4 

We receive indeed all our Merit from him; 
but ſtill it is on Suppoſition that we gratefully 
afford him our Obedience, forſake our Sins, 
that he may effectually ſave us, not only from 
the Guilt and Puniſhment, but the Dominion 
of thoſe Sins which do ſo eaſiiy beſet and be- 
tray us; that by following his bleſſed Ex- 
ample, we may not ſeem to deſpiſe the graci- 
ous Deſign, or fruſtrate the great End for 
which he dwelt among us; which was to die 
for our Offences, and riſe ou for our Fo 
[ification. 
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| and have him for our God, we mult ſtrive tb 


Faith without Praftice 


If therefore we would be his peculiar People, 


copy out his Holineſs, which is the Badge 
and Crown of our Proſeſſion; that our Lives, 
as well as thoſe of the primitive Saints and 
Martyrs, may exemplific the Law of our Re- 
deemer, ſet before Hypocrites the Pattern of 
ſincere Devotion. ſhew thoſe that are weak 
the Efficacy and Force of the divine Grace, a- 

nimate — eU and fearful with Courage and 


Activity to perform their Duty. and demon- 


and that as we have lived, fo we may dye in 


the Lord; our good Works, according to the 


Love of God and Man, may follow us into 


Joh. 8.36. 


| 

4 

c 

/ 

8 

ſtrate to. Yo the poſſibility of accompliſhing it; ö 
0 

Al 

L 


the other World, when Citi and Knowledge 
Shall fail, Tongues and Bropheſes Hall be 
m0 More. 
If Chriſt has reſtored us to the glorious Li 

berty of the Sant of God, who were befor 
the Servants of Sia and the Devil, we arc 
bound to ſtand faſt in this aur Liberty, by a 
chearfal Compliance with the Revelation of 
the divine Will, in Iategrity, Virtue and San- 
The Son of God hath wade ws free iudted. 
if we reſolve to be $0; for nothing can xe · en- 
fave us to the Bondage of Sin and Satan, but 


our own perverſe Wills; and for ſuch willing 
Slaves 
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Suves as are ſo deſperately in love with the 
Chains of Darkneſs, as never to be willing 
to have them taken off, Chriſt by deſcend- 
ing from Heaven never deſign'd his Redemp- 
tion; never intended to buy them, who fell 
him, and that for Trifles (as Zan did his 
Birth-right , and every unrelenting Sinner 
doth, who with Ahab ſells himſelf to do wic- 
kedly) who has no ſenſe of the Hainouſneſs of 
Sin, which could not be expiated but by the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt, if he thinks after. this he 
may continue in Sin; this were to make the 
Goſpel a Diſpenſation for enormous Crimes, 
and not a Rule of Righteoufnes; and our 
Lord a Friend indeed to Publicans and Sin- 
nero, inthe ſame ablard Senſe his Enemies re- 
preſented him; but the Sow of God i berome Heb. 5. 9. 
the Author of eternal Salvation only to theſe 
that obey him; he did not break off the Yoke 
of Sin and Saran, that we ſhould caſt off hir 
more gentle and rafic one; or małe us the Sons 

of God, chat we ſhould make our ſelves the 
Sons of Bela; or cancel our old Debts and 
Treſpaſſes, chat we ſhould ſtudy to make new 
ones. He came to nanſom and 


his Blood to hinaſelf; Tr r "With 4 1 Cor. 6, 


Price, ch and therefore 20. 
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ts, which are God's, as $ well by Right ef 
Redemp- 


c 


Lake 1. Nigbteouſneſt all the Days f our Lives, 


R ion ors ah . 
— ſound Knowledge. we Tegogyize Jeſus to 
bo. our God, ſo by our Obedienge;, according 
to the Rules of the Goſpel, we ſhould declare 
bim to- be out Lord. and be entirely changed 
in che whole Man. to an exact Conformity to 
be to his bleſſed Will. err 
For if we are nee by him from the 
bene, and Captivity of our ſpiritual Enemies, 
is that we ſhould indeed ſerve him without 
flaviſh Hrar, in the newneſs of the Spirit, in 


ae ig pe Ns Sa 


74 but not caſt off the filial Fear of our heaven- 

Rom. 6.7. I Father, in whom wwe live, move * have 
aum Beg. th 
If Chriſt has brei n aha! we a br 


obey him with an awful Dread, with a perfect 
Heart, a willing and obſequious Ming ; promo- 
o. ting the Honour of our Deliverer, adyancing 
the Intereſt of our great Lord and Maſter ; 
and having with David 4 Reſpebt to all his 
PC. 119. 6. Commandments; Jeſt by. Our Ingratitude and 
Rebellion we fogteit the Benefit of our pu- Cod 
chaſed Freedom, periſn by the Hand that I ons, 
| ſhould male ws. whole, and find the God of Is , 

Life a conſuming Hire. Wherefore our Savi- . 

wie gat. Cop admoniſhes us 0 ler aur Light id ſhine 
before Men, that we in our ſelves, aud others 
excited by our Example, may g/orifie God ty 

| "rk! z - good 


Col. 1.1 
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104 Works 5 that the Name and 


Goſpel of 
d our Saviour; may be halloted, and not 
by e e- ps By 
blaſpbemed, but that every one according to 
his Calling or Qualifications, either of Nature, 
Fortune or Grade, amidſt Riches or Poverty, 
by Diſhonour or Reputation, - Indignity or 
100 lineſs, by Knowledge or Simplicity, by 
the diyerſity of Gifts and Endowments, either 
of Mind or Body, which were given ur to 
profit witbhal, ſhould vindicate the Truth, Re- 
putation and Majeſty of his moſt holy Reli-⸗ 
bleſſed Trinity, and work out his own alua-· 
ion, by tranſcribing, proclaiming and reveren - 
cing God's infinite Goodneſs arid Holineſs in 
his Manners and Converſation; and promo- 
ting the mutual Concord and ſolid Advantage 
of Mankind, in all things that are rue and Phil.4.8,9 
boneſt, juſt and pure, lovely, and of good Re- 
bort; and that not for any worldly or ſelſiſn 
Reſpect, but that he may approve himſelf to 
God, and advance his Glory in all his Acti- 
ons, by his unfeigned and uniform Piety; for 
3 our Saviour - elſewhere obſerves, Herein ſch. 15. 2%; 
i my Father: glorified, iu that you bring. 
my 3 rr +4 ane ee 
an 
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2 Faich as Works 


nc Ligbit or freſh Expreſſes from Heaven, 


+1 ſorwofitho Law, ſhall perhaps cry 


confident Iy'thidh fturdily beliew'd, pray'd loud 
an long out und Aran in thy Preſence and 


ry 0g ? 5 aden Pradice-. 

We are obliged to work out our 
Aae becauſe, a to our good 
ot evil Actions, we ſhall be judged, and. re- 
warded'or puniſhed, at the laſt great Day. 
Out Saviour Lay , When' the Son of Men 
comethj 50 judge be Quick and the Dead, 
ſhall he fond Faith:on 249271 chat is, ſuch 
by Righteouſneſs, Mercy 
and Humility : Few — be who can cflica- 
plead ſuch a Faith, and yet Woe 
to them that ſhall then plead: the one in 90 
Poſitton to he other. . 


It is not hypocritical Tons Pretotices to 


no nor fantaſtical Dreams of abſoluteElet7ion, 

that will ſtand us in ſtead at the Tribunal of 
Chriſt; who, as he knows them that are his, 
andenjoins\by* his Apoſtle,” that every one 
that names his Name muſt depart from Ini. 

quity; ſo he has reveald no other Way of 
judguig Men. but according to their Works, 

as proceeding from a lively Faith in him; ma- 
ny zealons Preachers, and curious Hearers of 
ſpel. who are yer indulgent Tranſgreſ- 
out at his 
ſecond\ coming. Lord, - Lord; have- ue not 


e fed in h "Name: He ſhall anſwer, 
Ip * dn N MM. I - Wh 


not y fe ent to Sibir bn. 


III i 


Why cult yt me" Lord, and have nor kept my 
Sayings? T * know ye not for my Diſeiples, ye 
are poſſeſſed with the Spirit. of your Father 
the Devil; " depart from me he Proft eſſors of 
Holineſs, yet Workers of Wickedneſs...No 
Blaſphemy, Schiſin, Oppreſſion, Barbarity, Re- 
bellion and Sattilege ſhall then £4/5 with the” 
Searcher of” Hearer, for Strains. of Eyangeli- 

cal Perfection, or Privileges of the Saints; 
with ſuch an impartial Judge there 1s. u0 re- 
ſpe? of Perſons (much leſs will he clear the 
Guilty) but every one ſhall receive the Len- | 
tence either of Anguiſh and Torment, or Glo- 
ry, Honour and Peace, according to the vi- 
ſible Effects of his real or . imaginary, Faith, 
according what he has done here in the 
fleſn, . Oh it be Good, or whether it be 
uit, and they that have done Good ſbali go: 
into everlaſting Life, aud they that — 
done Evil into everlaſting Fire Bleſſed then 
ſhall that good and faithful Servant le b 
bis Lord, whe. n he cometh, ſhall find — i 
ful and active. ftudious and firm. in the Hunt Mat. 24. 
of bis dee but ; bur he that being eviband 45 
ſuggilh. careleſs and profligare, ſhall ſap in — | 
is 755 lend delayethabie coming. and, i. 
hal L begi in. 1% hi lr fellow Jer want a 49, 


fat an the Lord 50. 


| that 83 ſhall come in 4 25 when be Sls 
M 2 2 


vet via . 


lokith"ub t for. bith, in a ge a, ** 
it Fre of, and Hall cut bint'a finder and 
WE: 5 Sets n 'Hypo- 
een not 25 10 C * 12 * Bealee 
2 Pet. 3. 0 e eee of the 
11,1. End of the Fond 8d of the : Day of 
Fial“ Kettibütfon! *<onthides) thus ; Seeing 
[11.8 ar "all. theſe Things hall be 7 e 
off Perſons ought” we to be in 
all hb Cdnver ſation and Godlineſs ?. Look: 
1 for, und haſtming wnto, the coming of the 
"rhe Lor; when we hall be jade ed 
according to the Quality, rho' not the Merit 
of our good Works, when we ſhill be'recom- 
penſed, not only according to the internal ha 
bit of Faith and Charity, but the external Ads 
ptocetting't from them; when the relieving the 
— > cloathing the Naked, and viſiting the 
K 


be efteemed as dons to Chriſt bim 
Jam.z. 31 If By, 


the mercileſt and reel ſhall Find ui dri 

"the gracious "of © their''Sa- Ml /* 
8 bebe an inexotable Judge, {hall i t 
'd from them ſor ever, foraſmuch a 4-4 
e have been deaf and inexorable to bim, vr 
che Perſon of the reſt and leaſt 6765 yet 
pethren'; no Juſtice cin poſſbly abſolve chofff pe 

0¹ eren SD Rf fall toro wn 


OL "fo: <: TOP} _ 
-ob en CY 1d N Feen But 


1 [ TY PI PF VETO © © N 


1 k * fo. 
$ 1 
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not ane — 


But ſounhly and laſtly, We are engoprag d. 


able to perform it as we ought, yet, 
mighty is ready to aſſiſt us in che oh 


Aud this Argument rhe Apoſtle 
force the Duty. in the Tex x, \ork 446, Nour 


for it is God which mur tech in. 200, 


ſtanding our Weakneſs and Impotency 

form ſo great a Work of our ſelves, | 
do but uſe the Means preſcribed;as well a8 We 
can, and trufk in Hi for, rhe, ſucces, God 


vill make rhofe Means effectual to our 
vation, if we will be diligent and indul 1 
iſten to the Dictates of the Spirit, 
dye away; grieve or quench him, WhO 
ſeal us to the Day of os un 
give increaſe to, and [anttifie our þ 
deauotiry;' fo. that our Salvati 


ht out, tho' not 
nx pak Grace of 12 bleſſed Spe 


Fit,” C 


operating with our hearty Labours, and | 


ing in us both ea will ca fü Whas | 8 


agity Es us. 
M 3 


A 2 XS [D[_mm_ATH_A__T 7. ATT 


own Sabuation. with Tra and,? 57 7 
% 
will and to do of bis good Pleaſore ; ; voy Ws 


: * 
ency to k 
W 4 LAS 
yet j We 
a * 


himſelf, according to his merciful Promiſe, 


I65: 


to Work, auf aur Salvation, in that, .however 
dificult 'rhis this Work may ſeem, ro, Fleſh, aud N 
Blood, and Wes, thro! our corrupt Nature, un- ' 


ment of it, by, his abundant WS to be 15 
0 — 


7 ** 

Þ 

K Dn al 
36.5 


a hk iy: and Tum. 
3 delighting 
love. him by bis 


eee 
eight of > SDS Nl N 


Ea we faichfully exerciſe our ſgſves 
Might, in the nec; 


which God bach ordained, . hereby. 40 . 

aur gun Saluation, and depend, upon. 
Re yere in that Work; we, ſhall re- 
ceire Power to cracifie jour ſelves 70 th 
World, and have the World erucified - £6445: 
Grace producing Obedience, and Obedience 


e and drawing down Grace, 


ITY 
1 


While we N- our Prayers and Suppli 
cations to God. hear his moſt. holy Word. 
feed upon the Body and Blood.of our Redeen- 
er, we re Mal. ſcel the Holy: Spirit Wong or 


our Souls, clearing our A 
his divine . 159 


enſions of 
our Faith in bim "fx 


ug Th hes. , 
our — upon, 
inclining our Wills towards him, exciting, 
enlarging, enflaming and over ſpreading ou 
mw Hearts with Love and Ardor to hin 

92 | | _ 


— - 


ing them with a wotthy „Sent L of his in- 
finite Majeſty and Mercy, and refie 
wirh'tranfporting Joy and ineffable 
tion; ſo that we ſha be able to ay with 00 


A poſtle, The Power of Ge ve pon #5, x Cor. 12 
41 dme can do all things” thro Chrift rhat 45 


ſtrengthens un; the Almighty crowning : his? 


Works in us, and the fame Hand enabling us 
to; de, which bel hereafter recompents'"s 
for what due have duni. * 

And thus having explained A0 
the Duty of the Text. "1 ud proce 8 
the Manner of it u Fa- and 
Trembling; but of this aud the O en 
Text an raiſed} againſt'the Dodtrlig of the 
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| on bog 2d vam AſtogA ods dvr I) 
PHIL. ii. latter part of che ren. 


11159 3n 2737 —— fo bod hae 
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—— . peer Wor 
„ eur 5 A NN K ab 
5 85 condly, The Nlander of perforthing 
41 ps Hear and Tremblingi gn 

As d the Duty enjoined, I have heretofore 
treated of it at lage with reſpect to its Na- 
ture Extent and Obligation; ton hci rs 21 
dann to he Manet of perform- 


Wor k out; &cc. 

2 I. Aster wehibhi\1:ſhall/artewpt to auſvel 
ſome Objections chat ma W againſt the 
Doctrine contain d- iu _— 

ch abet Application)» E bag Wan 


1691 & ful en 2 IS e see 


28 Nov 
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———— which anſt be — 4 
Fegh, —_— Fo ir way nt "be im 


Pre "4 NY * . 38 * N Mee * " 
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Tremblang- — be ſuppoſed here 
w e b nen 900 Ion AH 
eee. — tis neceſſary 


% — 
\ 


Aud Milt. N a 


and nw the Apoſtle may be ſed 

bete to underſtand 190 8/1 HI 
St. Paul does not hert underſtasd a diſin · 

genuous, ſlaviſn Fear, Which 54 


the Spirit. af 
wor fed a, Nane Mite 28 — 1 


Ways, one in Principle; und anerher in Pr 13. . 
chice : not yet ſuch a 1 


Perturbation 
of Mind» as retards our Work, diſtracts our 


Spirirs with Agonies, copfounds our Faith with 
— 6} pr and endleſs nc 3 


. bat ſucha fiel Tel. ag 

riſes from the Spirir e. Adoprion; and is con. 

ſſtent with a fervenr Love of our heaverly 

Father, and a chearful and enlivening Senſe 

of his ineffable Love towards us; ſuch a Fear. 
| | as 


The Methods of working 

as caſts out the dread of them; that can i. 
tbe Body. with the dread of him that can de. 
I firoy bot h Body and Von and pet Beh a Fear 
I 2 Cor. 7. as excluding that Heart. rending Deſpuir, 
I * and wretched\'Sorraw of the World, which 
I worketh Death, not only admits of a'ratio- 
lia. 60. f. nal Hope, and unſhaken Truſt in the Sgrir- 
Factions andi Merits of our bleſſed Redeemer; 
bur reſteſhes and-dilares the Conſcience with 
4 ſecret but marvelous Pence and" Conf0la- 

dum induces us inſtead of flying from Gods 
Pr95.1,2. Preſence as gullty Adam did, to ro- 
on wards bis Temple withThankſyving,"ani'to 
ginire in the Lord —— — — Fhat we 
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vith St. Pax! Sia, ut wort ont 0nr-0Wwn Sul 
"Baton; tho accompanied with Love, Hope, 
oy. includes alls itt it; Meetneſt and Hu. 

elf inn, areve. 

| in 
beten ef ur Soul lndan hol 

Aweof che divine Mapeſty and Purity chat we 


1 
are _ the 


* keep our 


e ant. T aſiont, and diſcreetly to watch 


in out wn Eyes, fi 
PIFIOS wich bis righteous Will, a 4iig 
4 appearatee. of Evil, ever fearful -of 


active in com- 


3*\for as the 
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2 Sam. 22. 


dns —— — 
ly»Feary at whoſe Auger the 3 
| Exurth Hate und ithe.\Foutdations U \the 
Job 9.3.4, Heovenriremble; "who is a terrible Cod, the 
5:6, J. 8. by leherh his Covenant and Mercy for them 
iow 6 that ine him ʒ and the Skirts of 'whoſe Throne 
devout urob thought fo. Artadfiu, when he 
* 28. fun his Miſion e Hoſe of God, a jth 
Gate e Heaven: ASS ns aAOY'S Yo 
Habing ſeen what kind of Feariand: Wen 
Hing the Apoſtle here underſtands let us 
Hosecondly, Shew why it is Neceſſary that 
we hond —— aur own Subvation' with 
Fear und Trembling. 2447 An A 4 eint i 
Now it is Neceſſary that w bu work 
1 8.600 due o. Sabvation® with "Fear ae Tren. 
IL IR TIT vans AN. id 2-5 Ju . K 
LufFirſt. Thar we muy avoid 
irene Security:: Ak a "AN." 
220 Tust we may not oome ſhotr of 
WI the Salvation we firive for-. 91 r ne 
Thirdly, And that by duby qualifying ou 
Obedience; we may; as far as in us lies, per. 
felt Holineſd in the Fear of G⁸ . 
Firſt It is- neceſſary we ſhould teur out 
08% Haluation with Fear and Trembling, that 
we may Wanne e - 
1 Nan N ei By. 1999 5 
| Som: 


8, 9, 10. 


ad 
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Someänen thereisworkingwors2aethawto 
attain to Ete that if they hear 
the\Word, tho! they never prattiſe iti brar 

it glaaly with Herod, tho they cus off abe 
Preac her v Head ;\ if the attend at the Haus 
of Prayer, tho themſelves male ita Den x 


Thiever; if they give a fem Alm than by 2.x. 


Chance, or out of Vanity, or to ſerve a Party; 
and 


they are the Sons of Belial; this is fuſſicient 
to entitle them to the Kingdom of God. As 
for the Auſterities of 4 Chriſtian Lift; they 
imagine themſelves not at all to he coneemed 
in them, as being expert in reconciling a coutſe 
of Impiety, with the Hopes of Heaven; ha- 
ving found out a cunning Way by the help of 
Balaums Wich, to obtain the H Nnie af 
their Calling, by greedily running after. Gain, 
and making even 4 G f Goa/meſt and 
finally 70 die the Death, without ever living 
the Life ofthe Rig And if good Withes 
ſhould not prevail. tis hut ſhedding. at laſt. 
a 1 their Deathiheds. 
crying out carneſtly for Mercy, Mercy. 
4 all hall be well They being, forſoorh. 
conſidemt iy aſſur d. chat a Being /o infinitely 
Good arid:Gracious, as God is, will not for a 


little Diſabadience, wholly ngett andrever- 


1s, 


put on a ſalemn Countenance tho ĩnwardi . 


ie . ſo noble a Creature as Man 


18. 1 
Abilitiens ſuch — "as 
they know themſebues to be who have 
entirely reliad onthe - Almighty's infinite 
Mercy. 7⁰⁰ nn 228305 in eee 
But alas ] Heaven is not to be taken by vi- 
olent Preſumptions nor is Chitiſtianity a Re. 
ligion that will warrant us to perſc᷑vere in Ini. 
quity and make a ſaſe End; to live like Epi. 
eurer and dye like Saints. However Men 
may deceive and mock theniſelves, God nei. 
ther is nor can be moek d; but as he requires 
an unſhaken Obedience to his Mortal and E. 
Gal. 6. 5. ternal Laws, ſo he u] Woknd the Head vf 
Pf. 8. 21. ir Enemies, and the hairy Scalp off every 
audacious Sinner "that" goerh on ſtill in his 
Treſpaſſes; and will approve hirhfelf as = 
ful in filfiltivig his Threats as his PFom:[e:; 
tho' ſome Men's Fears may not N ee 
ſo much by the one, as their Hopes are eleva- 
| ted by theiothey- 264014 10 HEG q £22991 
Tis not à few out ward Acts bf RA gi6n,'s 
boaſting of Church privil its bd Petre 
or abortive Velleity; 2 fete ow; 2 
Sigh or a Groan, or 4 ſhort a Bind that 
will ring forth Fruits meet for Repentance, 
or compenfate for 4 long Corruptior of Man- 
ners: There muſt be a ion; 
&'broken and a contrite Heart; a 3 
. | 


; nin ie Goat: * 


and rooting out our Boſom- favourite Evils: 
a ſound Converſion; a total change of rhe; 
Thoughts and Actions; a new Man, regene- 
rated and reſtored, according to the Image 
of Cad, that will render an old Offender 4 
per Object of Pardon; unleſs it can be con- 

a" (which is very hard ro-conceive) that 
the Almighry- will be ſo very far unjuſt to 
himſelf, as to be merciful to them that always 
abus d his Mercy; that he. will at the laſt 
Day, ſoften his Judgments out of pity to them, 


who would not in reverence to him, a 
their Practice to his Laws; or that he will 
depart 


from the ſeverity of his Rules for our 
fakes, who would not relinquiſn our vicious f 
Habits either for his ſake or our own; 4 
But if Men will be higbminded and not 
fear, pretend to malt by the Spirit while 
they live after the Fleſh; if they will perſuade 
themſelves they are ſecure, tho involvd in 
Dangers; boaſt of their Knowledge, + which: 
may ſerve only to enhance their Guilt, and 
weravate their Condemnation, becauſe they | 
a againſt the greater Light, and therefore 
[hall be whipped with Scorpions ; if they ſot - 
tihly conceive that the way to enter into the 
ſraight Gate, is to wall in the broad , eie 
. * n i ett 14.06 


** 4 cue 
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The'Methods of working 
cauſe they ſeek ir with too much Pains]: If 
they can ſuffer themſelves to be deluſled with 
ridiculous Opinions, that tis as eafle to die 
the Death, as to live the Life, of the Thief 
on the Croſs ; they will find their Error when 
ir ſhall be too late, be led into a Fook's Para- 
diſe, and ſwallowed up in ſwift Deſtruction. 
Tis true, God is of infinite-Compaſſion, 
and his tender Mercies are over” all his 
Works; but he is alſo 4 jealous Cod, of inf. 
nite Juſtice aud Severity towards all impe- 
_ nitent Sinners. For hath he not declated that 
he will in no wiſe: clear the Guilty, even there 
where he hath delared himſelf Graczous and 
g-ſuffering, ; abundant in Goodneſs, and 


 forgruing TIniquity.? Hath not he prep 
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ared 
Tophet. of .old, made it deep and large, the 
| Pile whereof" is Hire and much Mead, and 
16.30.33: the Breath of the Lord, lite a Stream of 
Brimſtone doth: kindle it? Hath he not or- 
dain'd' Hell for the Puniſſiment of wicked and 
ungodly Men, and will he not make his ferce/ 
Vengeance to ſinoak againſt them? Nay, though 

out bleſſed Redeemer, out of his unſpeakable 
Love, in purſuance of the eternal counſel of 
the Father, has made a fil} Prapitiation for 
Joh.8. 24, Uv, by the-Sacvifice of bimſalfa et he bath 
Joh. 3. 12 nn that none . 
e * 4 . (6 


ww Nen i) dry 
the Benefit of chat Krotwment drid\ſach\a5Are» Mack 16, 
eU umb Bradepts, for- anc;.cg, 
fake und ubundom the Sins cui U evolmitiir | 
Tho' he by Mis Deattodiiyetirftd ale fa 
ſice of God fur ul, I u enoporithes. 
for Wart of u Satisfaction. if duly dapplitt: 
to his Soulf yer that all pre νννανννjůmm d 
wes, howe verithoy demeantthanſelves;: Liall 
be ſavd by his Dearh, n by no means bo 
concluded. Chriſts Suffevirgis>ihdeed ate 
infinite Value; and fafficrent. for h,EHu v 
nion of many Worlds; yer" thall not tlie Na 
he be" #X3ended to thoſe tit deſpiſfinebe! 


Conditions of hin gratiunt Covenant ;> and 
| trample der HF hot hic mot precious BI, I. Hand 
WH The mere valuable his\Suforingsarepandches 


more © 


vi Blood Anthem leſs Redfent. 


1 alt incorrigible: 5 
Fo c mord behind rbim, and bute “1 
- WH reformed, to cpr che Benefit af chen | 
| Wh hould be yotichiafed: to their Sou b nich 

any ene chen thar taldes no Care heichu 

Ver and Trembling to live un holy Lifadbalki 

0 


confidently: rely o the Mere of his Sdvitlinyo 5 
nd think'thavibecauſe Chrilbig:bizAdvocate, }- k doit A | q 
therefote he may continue in Sin: let himmren = 


* 
h WW vember that it is Chriſt. who ĩs deſeribed coming „ do! 
e t bis Fan in his Hund. tbraughy to 64 


16 W's Filter gabber the Wheat into his Garner, 
N and 


44 
* 
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and burn us the; Cha with nnquenchabl: 
Fire; it is Chriſt his Saviour. wholat the Day 
Mat. 25. Of final \Retribution; ſnall diſmiſs che c. 
ture 13. Goats on hir deſt und inco the Place f end 
AC”: 1 {3 Jorment. prepared: fon the Devil and 
his Angels; it is Chriſt, our Redeemer:atwhoſe 
Rev.. 15. glorious and tremendous: Preſencu, the King, 
of -the, Earth,” the:Greah and Nich. the chief 
and mighty Captainc, and every Bondman 
and Hresman, hall hide themſe lues is the 
Dens, aud inthe. Rocks, ſaying-t0:the Mous- 
tains and to the Rooks; fall an uta ide 45 
from the Face of hin that ſitioul aon the 
Throne, aud from the Wrath df the Lum 
even that Lam of God that tali way the 
Sens of the Horid; whole Wrath tball then be 
ſo amazing. confounding and intoletablo to the 
habitual, conceited, and een 
greſſors nes thin ins ô An DD Dees c 
1 +1: Thetefosg, ſochmdly-, It is Neceſſary we 
ſuuld wunt aut our, Salvation. with | Fear 
| aud N rembling that we may not fall. ſhort of 
the Satvarron we contend r. h Ge 
b This:the Apeſtle to abe Heunerur ſigniſies. 
Heb, 4. 1. When henſays. Thertſame ies us fear, left a 
Promiſe being left un d entring into God. 
Ref: (oriKiirgdom) aty of un ſbonid ſeem 10 
dame Jbort ẽ,j nd nee 

851 fil wioeſti F mit sudo NE Vt: | 
eds „„ That 
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VV Wm Our Sadie 


Thar great Apoſtle who perſuaded Medi 

knowing the Terrurr of the Lord. who ap- 

proved himſelf the Miniſter of God y Pu. 

rity and K uouleuge, in Patience; in Diſtreſs : 

ſes. in-Labours) Watchings; and Faſtings ;" in 

beating.down his Body, leſt white he preached 

10 other. himſelf might become a Caſtaway; 

ids us alſo be \/dber, vigilant,” circumſpect, 

temperate, giving the more diligent Heed to 

the Goſpel we have received; leſt we ſhould 

at any time iat it ſlip out of our Minds," by 

delaying our Converſion, relapſing into our 

former Iniquities, and provoking the bleſſed 

Spirit to withdraw his Grace from us, and turn 

his celeſtial-Comforts into bitter Anguifh.” 'If 

we have not chat godly Sorrow which wo. 

eth Repentanti to 1 not to be re. 

pented F if that R workerh not 

in us an Tydignation againſt Sin, a Revenge 

upon our ſelves; by Morrifying our inordinate , coo; 7. 

LEY Aypotites; cee Bear 0 to, It; 

aſter the Enjoy ment of God, and 

od Patfuir of: it in being itnftant and fer- 

rent, aſſiduous and lowly; iti all Parts of dis 

tine Worſhip; we ſha no. we Cannot nter. L 

to Goat brenne Nef. 
If we will not bear his Volre calling us 0 

Amendtnent by bis Mord; if we harden our 

Hearts by an abe Purluit of exaſpetating 

mid N 2 Offences, 


> 
# * f 
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T'8O 

Heb. 2,3 Offences he has /ivorn in bus juſt Hipath, 
that wwe hall nut enter into us, "Reſt 
then how, ſhall, we. cane his ſutmoſt Ven- 
2 Joh. 8. geance, if we-te7/fully. negletf ſo, great Sal- 


10. 39. 


1 Pet. 1. 
17. 


The ullat hadi ofixronking 


Aud 


vation? Wherefore we are not to d. back 


unte Perdition, Gut. In paſs, the cime ef. 
ASS bene. in holy Fear, and cautiouſly Wi 
— 2 that we loſe wot tha thing a 

but that we receius a full Wl . 

How, 1 he 112 — "1 SH9 e USREH: 50 t 

For wil grievous thing, to F 
diſappointed 1 Which is e h 
ae ere i 
ois ot W nothing that 18 C. our. h 
Able, or Profitable in, this World, can in the ! 
leaſt countervail; ro. be eee herein, WY ,; 
through our, own, Default 9 for want BY gn 
e ee gens to wert 3 L Is 
vation; notwithita We. Wer, th 
_ 2 Med f — ex . 
agg e eee dar Which we Bl ;, 
Rae, 50 ehe ple 
e e e met ent. 
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- © hill pierce our Hearts in the. 
Wit the e e of ene x 
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a, peyr 481 ber made wp, 0 
recompens'd by any thing elle this ie Pin 
| ther World. 
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"Thirdly"; It is Neceſſary that we fliould 
we our > dur "Sabvation "With Fear and 
Tremblingi that having 6ur Obedience thus 
duly quialified, we may (às far as in us lies,) 
perfect Holineſ in the Fear of GO. 

All dur Obedience even under the Goſpel? 
is to be qualified wirh, and rendered as eKact 
as poſſible by a religious Fear; \withdur- it 
all our Performances are nothing worth, and 1 
this of it {elf is the whole Sum of Religion | 
For as God h in the Law, and Gofpel, (| 
What doth the Lord thy God re guire of thee; Deut. 10. 
but to far the Lord"thy'God.'to Se tn all p: 
bis Ways, to ferve and love him with att 
thy 2 with all thy ' Soul,” and with all 
thy Strength? This is that true Wiſdom chat 
gives us Peate of Cunſciener, Peace rp 
Cod, and on? andrhey ; the Fountain of Life, 
that conſumimates our Rightecuſneſs. and makes: 
it available though the Merits and Inrercef* 
ſon of vu. Redeemer. This com- 
pleats tlie ce of the us and conſci- 
entious Men id a t they weit neh le r. r. 
VVV 

And with this Sb con ulteyhispreach- 

Ing, Fear "God and debe Bir Commandments.) Tec, po 
fir 1 e whole Buch of Man" this will 
render us R. aid ke cep us undefled, Wil 
—_ * — AR 

N 3 A 


Prov. 4.7. 


_ Oljefions againſt this 
_ reſt Fire of divine Love, which the higher it 
mounts, the more it trembles at the Conſide- 
ration of that eternal , which ee 
ly the Obiect of abr Las and Fear. 

All which being confidered, what Circum: 
| ſpection can be thought too much in endea. 
vouring to r our Faith, and perfect 
our "Regeneration ? With what awful Seriouſ. 
neſs, fixed Intention, and unwearied Expe- 
dition, ſhould we run 'our Race, and preſs 
on to the Mark? With what Zeal and Va- 
lour ſhould we Mreſtle and Combat with all 
 onr ſpiritual Adverſaries? How ealbus ſhould 

we be of out treacherous and deceitful Hearts, 
jeſt they ſhould delude us, and at the laſt Day 
we ſhoald be found by an omni ſcient God, no 
better than Hypocrites, and our Hopes'ſiwept 
away like a Spiders eb? How earneſtly 
ſhould we labour do accompliſhour great Work 
while the accepted time of Salvation lafts, 
5 the things belonging to our Peace ure 
ever hidden from our Eyes; that by 0: 
ing the Goſpel wich Humiliry and Rewe 


: Fen ER we may be fay'd and 'glonfied"through 
and Obedience 
svight Ha 


| built Who for his Humilit 
here below, is Exalted to 
oo be the Lord of the Quick a Dead. 

Having thus accounted for the Manner 
working out our ud with Fear” in. 
Tremblin 


Hoster, Litas _ atrempt ta anſwer 
ſame; Otjjections that may: be urg d againſt the 
Doctrine oonain d in the Text. f working 
out bur Salvation with Fear und J. rembling. 
As tothe / Diſficulties that ma ariſe con- 
cerning the Neceſſity of good Works, to con- 
ſtitute true juſtifying F aith, Ihave conſider'd 
them in my former Diſcourle, and therefore 
at preſent ſhall only conſidex thoſe ee 
which ſlothful deſponding, and preſumptu- 
ous Chriſtians urge againſt dae &f the 
Tee ande EN e 
And here, fuſt, Some make the ae 
went the Apoſile gives in the Verſe following 
the Text, to indluce us to uu ont, our Sat- 
vation with: Fear and.Trembling, an Argu- 
ment againſt. it; namely, - becauſe, i is, God 
That-ewworketh in us both to will and. to do of 
bir good Pleaſure, ... If Ca they) God gurl. 
eth in ur both'to will and ta da, what need 
is there: for us to be ſolicitaus about the gc- 
compliſhing-our Salvation, Which not we our 
elxes but God, by his Omnipotence alqne 
wanne Herter ona 
im anſwer to Which, we are to obſerye that 
God's preventing and aſliſting Grace; where- 
by we are the better enabled to “ out our 
Haluut ion, doth not exclude our own Endea- 
bs we nor is it conſiſtent with the ordinary 
ed - Methods 


18g: Oban gin 


Merbods of the divine Grace to reſtore fallen 
Man ro the Rectitiide of his Nature, by an | 
irreſiſtible Power, uwithour: Man's concurrent 
Sedulity in the ebf his natural Faculties, 
his Uaderſtanding and Willas lie is a rational 
angafreg Agent. God indeed by his Grace, 
erh Change: in Man's Nature but it is 
Front ay A my be nat by any Compul- 

ſion, hM ſuch Perſuaſion as is congruous: to 
Beige chat act vohutarily : And; that by pro- 
paſigg important and ſaving Truths in the Go: 
ſpel ta our Underſtanding, by aſſiſting and en- 
ligktaing this natural Faculty, to ſearch into, 
meditate upon, and camprehend them z by ex · 
citing-it impattiallyto weigh how fur our Ha 
pinęiſz is concern d herein. and what; convin· 
cing Reaſons Wer have to believe and put in 


Pmctice theſe ſauiug Tnurbs ; and then by of · 


bs  Ubupioared3,80thatwhen a Change hereup · 


fering ſufficient Moti ves to the, Will, both 
from Reaſon and iSenipturc, co: incline it to 
de Be whe\whollomNictates:of a Mind thus 


OP: EQS. v he rought in our Nature by 


HE Faich and Repentance, we. arc: not barely 


: |» Bea All iw in it, as by taking heatry and 


or, ia Fable in this Change, but ſo 


inseſſant. Pains in our Ctuiſtian Warfare, to 
denominate. What we. do. hy God's A ſſiſtance 
herein to be qur own Act; and though God 


worket 


. Dofrine anſwered. 


be — in us as a Superior Agent, yet 
are we alſo with him as Inferior. 


185 


worketh in us both to will and to do, though 


40 


work out our Haluation by the Co-operation. 
of his Spirit ; foraſmuch as he worketh not in 


not to ſit ſtill in an indolent Eaſe, but care- 


fully to uſe the means appointed by God, who 
ſo worketh in us and with us, as that the 
Ads of willing and doing in a manner become 


poſtle ſays, We are Workers together with 
God, fellow Lalourers together with bim; 
though our Works are nothing indeed in Com- 
pariſon oſchis predominant Grace, who helps 
our Infirmities, ſtrengthens our Hands, quic- 


finiſhes that good Work he begins in ur. 
But here it may be replied, Doth not God 


Heart will I give you, and a new Spirit? 
And doth he not tell the I/yaelites, by his 


our own, through the Efficacy of his Grace 
ſuperadded to our Labours; whereſore the a- 


kens our Deadneſs, conſirms our Hearts, and Phil. 1. 6. 


ſay plainly by his Prophet Ezekiel, A new Erek. 36. 


26,27. 


Servant Moſes, chat be himſelf would circum- Deut. 30. 


ciſe thein Heart, and the Hearts of their® 


Seed 3; And doth not St, Paul tell us, — 2 2 


are waſhed und ſantiified by the Sirit, and 


that even $ aith WR ir the 1 con 
i Wr 1962, Une t 


/ - All 


Ezck. 18. 
ja. 55. 6, 


qe] 

2 Cor.7.1. 
Acts 17. 
30. 
Mat. 3. 
36 


38. 
Acts 3.19 
_ 45 


Rom. , 


| Ky ORE. 


Rev.3. 19. 


x | Hears, eee 


* h 


Acts 2.37, by whom the Scri 


| — 2 
God as plainly, by his Prbphets and Apoſtles, 


bids ws. caſh away frum us all"Frangreſſions, 
make ut anewHeart und anew Spirit, that we 


may not die; repent: and tunn tu God, cirtum- 
ciſe our Hearts, cleatſe our ſelues um al. 


Alt hineſd of Rleſh and Spirit, fon ail fen 
„ repent. 


Now it is impoſſible that the Holy / Ghoſt, 


iprurts are Endited, ſhould 
contradict that in one Place which he had af. 
firm d in another; and therefore) to reconcile 
theſe Places of „it is obvious to re- 
mark,; that dis no nuf! ritt gin holy Writ 
where two diſtinct” free Agents concur” to the 
of the ſame Effect, to attribute the 


Effect to both; cho the Agency of the one 


— — to that of the other. 
Thus tho God s fad to gi α, new Hart, 
. wee Spirit und to circumoiſb the 
Heart, yet Men are ſtiſl ſuppos d to be in 
——— — 
they can do herein is but 
little in Ce of What is done by God, 
when ic is gone throuphly,” And the father 
they ar to have ſome" 

to doit, beeauſe They are 1 by G 
4 bei ame cuhut ruuurds ir. For God does 
"por; would not require Man to do any = 
ur 


— Fr, — 


R 
for this were like Phandoh,! — gre 
rael to male rich winont trau; therefore * 
if there were nothing that Man can don 
the wayof common Providence, totmarur ius 
Salvation; chen wd not God have enjdin- 


vation, although he canmot do it ſavingiy 
without the abundant Aſſiſtance of his miigh- 
ty Spirtt ; then would not God have hid him 
io believe umu repent,” alt hough bothi are tbe 
Gift of God z; nor could:it be canſiſtent win 
his Juſſice ur Mercy to condemn: ſinful Man, 
who could no ways avoid his on Deſtruction, 
if it: were utterly impracticable for him to 
contribute any thing towards his own. Fl 
vation," or in any wiſe to. belie us and ne- 
pen. die ob H HD at 
When therefore the Work of our Salvation 
is aſcrib d in Scripture ta God and Chriſt, ir 
is not ſo to che underſtood, as wholly to ſu- 


perſede our Diligence, Circumſpedtion, and re- 
Concerns, 


verential Fear. Even in 

though the Almighty is ſaid to give as Potter 
10 get Wealsb and Honour: yet our own En- 
dea vours in acquiring) them, are to 
be ſuppos d in uſing thoſe Layfal Mane op- 
P 0 e the divine 
AYE Providence 


likewiſe in ſpiricual * 


can 4% nothing ; he does not mean, that with 


able Being /whoſt' Atte 


"Ns _— 


— alone can bleſs wich Succeſs"? 80 

(4 —— en — 1 
our, of his Dilc bringing” forth 
Ernits of Rightdouſneſs, faith, Without mi 5 


him they oug och do nothing Whatſdever 
the Almighty Sch in cing Faith and Obe 
dibrice in Man by tis prevalent Grace, yerſtil! 
Mens Faculties are left and preſetved in ſuch 
aftce Uſe and Exerciſe, as is fre for reaſbn- 

'be'dehomi- 
— on and per. 


nattd heir own, 


fectetl by Grace, after 1 Matinet Eonfonant'to 
their Nature; even as St. Paul 


Rim. 
ſelf. 7 am erutified, get I live, Yet mot T, but 
Chriſt liveth' in m by rhe Gpuce of God 1 


an bart I um. a Bir Grace' War not be. 


ftow'd upon'me in vain; but yet th I am the 
Lu of the Apoſtles, ver Labonrid mr 4 


1 or. 19. bundantly than they all, yet wr I but \the 


10. 


Grure , Cod that ut with me.” © 

But „ tTis objected: alt webe | 
dribe*contain'd it the Petr, chat to prels 
Mei vo work ont their own Sefvation is to 
gate from the Merits of Chriſt; who has 
done” alf for us, wrought out and al hel our 
Sabduribm Himſelf; by whom alonE therefore 


fay'd,' and our Works; 'fo-thar 
We Mad . 0 e. ee 


N 


ADS I —— 
ade Par nd our. actual Poſſchon.of 
2 — = — —.— 

on 
inall be thought worth te 2ortake 
75 RO by the Ss <5 


N La Wo 


Merits Ions Bd of, hriſt 
he did; fox os, was ro nal 
1.55 ear /efves, wi 


490 


Ohiadliaud dg Mi Te 


has deneiali When it is evident, that Salve- 
finn was. theretore purphas d. and Grace pro- 
gur d for us by che Merits of Chriſt, that by 
by the Exereiſe of. chat nase, we might ar- 
 #4ints Salvation, and not only put ſorth the 
euer of. Grace given in labouting for our 
Halvat ion, but put. forth ali the Stremgthund 


Deere, Netwierdn ere 


aur Hearts, renew our Spirits, and — 


11 19.) 


| -:: Chriſlindeed; has done the Part df 2 3 
Work of Sinners? He hath orm d and pro- 


th Cuvenant, yet ſtill he requires of us what 


and ſtrike off our ſpiritual r we 


is We ſhonuld happen to be void of it; by 
ſtriving (as much as in us lies) to ahang e 


Hure Lives. ils: bidipe big ki lame 
our and Mediator, but is he therefore to do the 


pos d che Terms of out! and alſo 
recancil'd us to the Father: by the: Blood if 


is meet for us to do; to lelieue and repent, 
be: converted and. bey, as and be cen, 
and not like Naaman the AHriun, proudly 
expect that the gteat Prophet ſhould! come 


Deere r 555 


go nothing but admire the Cure: 
As to the Merit of good eee 
ty to be diſclaim d, becauſe all that we can 
Ee in the Seryice: of the Altnighty, 
eee Duty requir d of us 
the S FE" and an poſitive 
wk! 254 Commands, 


Commands, to be thews towards our Creator; 
Redeemer, Futher and+Sovereign; and what 
i; ont bound Duty and the paying a juſt 


— — ä.: — — — - 
— — * 5 8 3 


Debt cannot ſurely; be Meritorious : for as our 1 
Savioum ſays. Vlben ue have done all; wwe art Luke r7. 1 
tu om gu vg (What we are indeed) but. * Ft 


Ser auto; We anne add any pf 16. 2. 
thing 40 Cod g-infinite PorfutFion and) Feli: lo 39-7 
tity; aus Rig hteoufueſt (extends. not to him; 

nor can we give him any good thing but what 
we recegve from his Holy Spirit, to whoſe 
Directian is to be aſeribd all the gaod we 
do, or thin; and therefore our beſt Per- 
ſormances bang. not owing go aur ou. 


us meet in fame 1 to receive that Eh. 4 f. 
Retard. culhich Gd fas promiſed- through, | 
Cirifl 96 apart. ar E 20h rernby:of ncoh rue 
Vocation in the Lr. 
Howheir, v muſt not. deny che Obligation 
of good Works, tho me uhwarrantably con- 
tend they are Meritorious y. though our own: 
Virtues cannot fave us. yet God will not fave! 
us without them; though our awn, god 
Works cannot in any Juſtice dcſerve. a Res: 
compence, et are we do them: 
us wn 1 ini Is chey become 
15 ow Neceſlary, 


* 
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cifie him afriſb by their ſhameful and repear- 
ed Villani + not anne tre on Eyre rigs ms 
Well, but it is urg d. that tho the working 
out our pwn” Salvation ſhould not derogate 


the Freeneſs of God's Graee, by which lobe 
we are f7eely ſaved. At Nee oho 10 

But this is a great Miſtake, for às to n 
th Tranſereſſons is not the way to gh 
God's free Grate, ſo neither is that f#d# 2 


diminiſh'd by our Labours, however ardemt and 


nually Nort and Obey, yet is Safvarion free: 
ly conſerr d upon us, becauſe (as was before 
obſerv d) the utmoſt Obedience is but 6ar 
Duty, and-conſequently not Meritorious" i 


it. And is it not then e 
Grace and — in God, to beſtow Sau. 
tion for that Obedience, which he might have 
requir'd without any Reward ? Eſpecially conc! 
ſdering how imperfect 
this Life, and in how many things we al of" 


tion, be an Act of free Grate an Marty,” 


ppreß him i be e : 


- — 
n 6ꝗ9ꝙꝶ—b— en on 16 > — = * 


from Chriſts Merits,” it is Fer: prejudiciab to 


indefatigable: For though we ſhould co 


our Obedience is ix 


fend, and may be truly faid rather to mere 


Hell, than Heaven. And if to 88 
ward the moſt perfect Obedience with Sas 


0 decauſe 
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194 Objections. againſtthis 
becauſe that Obedience was our Duty, had 
there been no Salvation promis d z how much 
more is God's free, Grace conſpicuouſly emi- 
nent, in accepting and rewarding a ſcanty O- 
Iſa. 64.6. bedience, which is but as fi/iby Rags, with 
that Salvation, which the moſt perfect Obedi. 
ence cannot deſerve ? For what Man living can 
Pi. 130-2: be juſtified in bis, Sight , or be \able\toftard 
"#5" before him in Judgment, if be ſhall be extreme 
to mark what is done amiſs ? Beſides there is 
no Compariſon. or Proportion between ou O- 
Rom.8. bediencę and Salxation; the one is; Tempo- 
„nal, the other Eternal: If the Sufferings of the 
moſt gloxious Martyxs are not worthy to be 
2 Cor. 4. compar d with, that exceeding and eternal 
To Weight of Glory, whichſhall be given t hem; 
neither can our heſt Actions be, compard 
wich zhe Glory that: ſhall be revealed. 
And is it not, then ce, Cracg in God, to 
give a never: fading Croum to ſuch Obedi- 
ence, which, thould, ir be never fo. jlluſtcion 
is ſtill æhe Cat (God, no leſs than that fu 
perlatixs Reward; wherewith, he crowns, it! 
Rom. é. Sp chat alchongh Death Eternal, as well as 
3k. 2. 8 Tenpural, is due t che Sinner, as much a 
| a Tim, 7; Wages is to the Workman, and Damnation 
9. ÞAfolowsupon tri Deſert; yet Salyation Pro- 
„. 9.0 ook upon free Gift, and is expected on 
| eee our Land Jlas hae 


Das 


deſign 


for 


© DiGrine an WIE 


* and ſaves us nat by Works, but ac- 


— toi his Grate and Mercy. It is not 


of our ſelvet, but it is the Gift of God, who 
d to et and glorifie bis Mercy in 


the Sabvation of Sinners, through his beloved 
Son, by Faith, in whom we have Peace with 
God, aud have acceſs unto that Grace where- 
in we land, and ah in 'the Hope of ever- 
ting Glory). 

But Thirdly, It is objected by ſome lazy 
and deponcg Chriſtians; 'rhat there is ſo 
much Circumipection and Diligence, ſuch 
Fear and Trembling required to work out our 
own Salvation, — ſa little Abiliry left in 
corrupt Man to do it, that it is Impoſſible 

poor Sinners ever to form it. 

No though 
Cords uf Vunity, and Him with & Curt Rope, 

undergo all Lid as) ventute all Hazatds, to 
a latisfie their Luſt, Ambition, and Covetouſ- 
neſs; yet when the Buſineſs of their eternal 
Salyation calls upon them, and is pteſꝭ d home 
to their Conſciences, if they care not to do 
any thing herein, or there fliould be any Dif. 
ficulty or Danger in doing ir, they fooliſhly 


perſuade! rhemlelves that it Can in ho Wit be 
they can be tare 
however nreaful, © 


done. Many other things 
ful in, but this ove thing. 
eyacuates their age SO TW. 

and 


Men will draw Iniquity with 16. 3. 18. 


5 


_ 4 \ Fe 
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rate, Go has a 2 ipplant 


00 r we 
paged Lage Yates 


Ds 


AE ek Which | rſt crea cit, 


goof \ what is 
i chats, rhe Gaga ene RAP WW that 
ihle, is prompt u 
P at, leg e 8 
ig it to pe. 
4 0 dür Fleares 
ama ctive Principle | 2D. 46" Ctible us 7 
wart out our own 1 25 which is aspoſ: 
ke Divine, as 
e 
nocent in ane LA WW 
It my 255 . to break off an 


old, Fa of Sin, bur it is 1 ee ble; 


Uh 


by. N diſps | 


95 


for by God's 8 Grace it,ma may 


1 God e ng Wye" roy fs ' 
42 5 il Tot Weg 2 e he 


he Rae wi w l oy Þ 7209 
be 4 aſt 00 1 f \ we Will uſ TG i 
proye the Grace and 2 75 Fg for 
an ing Tg Of Ea f we will 1475 
and , ir up an 4 e our ries) 5 6 
Wo i Ft We] / will rn 3 We ſhall be 
e rg a or Go of God, ana be able 7o 
_ 7. "Chrift that * 


ene, anſwered. Fa 


ns nr: ns nor — He 
r Promules, nor t 5 r 
ul ave any 0 Wer to 
or, Fs SN 1 Wt ce 46 li- 
6 Ll F Paitions," father 


is Apa, it is ind iert that 

the 17 % 1 7 7 is he? Caule 1155 
* are a ales, "_ Catrin fi! 
| 8 7 95 Sin, ja 271 nor come t job.c.40, 
1 Ye ds ma es “ 1 
— the 1 6 ty cat neſtly 
= O70 04 6 
| 925 2 8. 4y vo ID the ae 

ions duc A Saints that Habe gone 

| CARO us, ar ke ed 12 * their own 5 a7bAlibh? 
5 And haye ih] we the fame Goſpel to luftrüct 
| e (2 Saviour ho 0 for üs the 

ſame Promi 65, to animate u us, the Gains "Holy 
Ghoſt, to gt forty gu ide, Te: enerat e Fagl - 
Qifie us ag. * ad 7 And all 06 16 Ta 
ain og 1 75 rſeeſs p aſs | for 55 
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we fn blinks able to pe form 2 ba 5 i F 
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0 no 


our. their 85 alvation, 


F121 * 


5 t V 1 ne 1 Ws 
I ak, their 8 1 the CAA 
eue * N K 5 85 0 eie * 185 17 


198 


either have, or may have a' Power to work 


* exert upon certain Occaſions ? © 


Calamities and Judgments, ſharp Diſeaſes and 


Time, and apply themſelves to hearing of 
the Word, and to Prayer, though they aſter- 


| arc ſent to * out the holy Land, they re. 


05 lon againſt the 


they ſhall think fir, "though at preſent they 
will not ſtrive to put it forth, and therefdre 


are inexcuſable for pleading that they can- 


not through Weakneſs exert that Power which 
they ſuppoſe they can, however infuficient, 


For do not theſe very Men, dere 


Convictions of Conſcience, promiſe and re- 
ſolve to live holily and ſtrictly for the future, 
if the Almighty in his Mercy will ſpare them ? 
Are theſe Promiſes and Reſolutions only 4 
mocking of God? Or, do not they that 
make 4 really think, they have à Pow- 
er, through God's Aſſiſtance, of Fan 
them? 

Wherefore do ſome 


begin to reform for a 


wards relapſe into their old Tranſgreſſions ? 
And wherefore do others, though they #rem- 
ble like Felix, at Diſcourſes of Temperance, 
Righteouſneſs, and Judgment to rome, un- 
warrantably defer their Repentance to a more 
convenient Time, and pur it off to Old Aye, 


or a Death Bed; but that they imagine they 


out their Salvation? However, when they 


preſent 


ne anſioered 


preſent Ades as Graſhoppers, and their 
ſpiricual Enemies as Anakims of a prodigious 
Stature, Peer. taller, . Aronger thaa 
themſelves 
But the Truth is, 60 far, are Men from be- 
lieving themſelves, when they ſay, tis in- 
polſibie ſor them to work ont their own 
Salvation; that it is an hard thing to per- 
ſuade them not to lean On, and truſt in their 
own good Works, and to think them ſuffici- 
ent for their eternal Salvation. And this is 
one Reaſon among others, why St. Paul, at- 
ter he had bid us work ont our Salvation, 
adds, that it! is God who worketh in us both 
10 will and; ro do, according to his good Plea- 
ſure ;. that we may be ſenſible of our own. 
Weakneſd and Unworthineſs, fly to God for 
his Grace and Aſſiſtance,” renounce our own 
Righteouſheſs, and depend upon the Merirs 
of an o t Saviour 
But Fourthly, The laſt Objoction 1 hall 
mention is. that of forme"vver-confident and 
preſumptuous Oſſenders who ſay, it is alto- 
e Wl gether ſuperfluous to urge them to woe out 
their Saluarina with. Fear and Trembling, 
for they are the lest, the Saints of God, 
and * be ſaved whether they work or 
though they commit never ſo ma- 
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is Been Nowiukd is he w pretend 
to have been Gods Privy Couuſellaon to have 
known his abſtruſe Determinations, Sefore the 
Murldt were mau; to havelbeen his Secre- 
rary when the Book Life was framed, and 
to have een his bwn Name ſd m ituen therein, 
as that lit iſhall never be blottod but? It be. 
comegꝗ not ſintul/uen to pry too curiouſly 
uch God hudden Burpoſes, or to pretend 
o ſound his unfathlemable Detrees, but m- 
|" vtherith look to the Mill of bir Cm, 
as reueuled in Scripture; and perſorm our 
Duty wich the utmoſt Solicitude ind Exact 
| Dent, 294 meſs. Dee ?,,H, Things: belong unn the Lord 
dne Gad, but thoſb Thing ubich ure re- 
vealed, belung unto ut and ont Children for 
er uthat we mA αν,ỹqmull vhe Words ofthe 
divine Law. Our Hirctiun is not ſb parti 
ctlarh und clearly: ſet down in the Word of 
God} as to embolden us to aſſume the Title 
of ithe Bloct. But our Duty is plbiniy [ct 
dom and the Way te come to any ratio. 
nab Aſſurance of our Election, is to build our 
Hane xhereof on an uniform, ſincere, and 
conſtant Obediehck to 4% Gp Cm 
rn. But if theſe Men are (as they fay) 
gathe Bie (and yo muſt take their own 
Word ſor it without any Proof) Why do 
10 3 An He dau #/a\all' Di 


19h 4 trgenct 


ſure#: Whipdo ah | 
into Baſe rowuſueſs;> ad wallow in all Un- 
cleanneſs, u umiler the Pretence of Chriſtian 
Liberiu Nhich is not a Liberty ro Sin with- 
out Fear en Danger, but a Liberty from the 
Service and Dominion, the Guilt and Puniſh- 


and not regulate his Paſffanr, or ſubdue: any 
one luft: Or as if God in his infinite Holi- 
neſs and Juſtice: were the Patron of all man- 
net of exorbitant Immarality, licentious . 
and abominable. Propbaneneſs. 


and" Eleftion 
ey'thra the Grate of God 


male their. Calling 


ment of Sin ? Mea, Bur why do they cheat 


and lie, oppreſs. and grfipe, rebel. and blaſ 
pheme; and chen like: the Aaultereſi in the Prov. 50. 


Proverbs,) veiipe their Mouths and ſay they 


laue dome moiliſicſteaneſt? As if any one cou d 


de honeſt and happy, religious and bleſſed. 


What may be within the — of Om- 


\nipotenee;;the Secret of a Decree, or the un- 
limited Strains of extraordinary Grace, in re- 
ference. to any Man's Salvation, is unknown 
to us, and, is not ſafe dor us. either to diſ- 
pute, or decide; but generally 1 | 


» AS 


forth. our Election) ſhould ſeem rather Con- 


ditional than Abſolute, and no one, according 


to the ordinary Methods of Grace, ſhall be 
ved, \Wichqus performing che Conditions * 
„ 


202 Objethronragainſtitbe 
the Evangelical Covenant; Which if it | were 
unconditional, would be no Covenant, but 
only a mere Promiſe of and Privi- 
leges from God, without any Duty on our 
Parts; as if God were bound to ſave us, and 
we were to do nothing. But if God has 
called us to eteruai Salvation, through Chriſt, 
he has alſo called us to lead a righteous! Life 
conſormable to that of our Saviour. If we 
are elacted by the Father to the end of our 


turn thoſe Hopes into a bleſſed Fruition. And 
ſinoe Obedience is the Means and Way to 
Salvation, he that is pre · ordainied to Salus. 
tian, is alſo pre: ordained to Obedience: And 
it is a woſt- abſurd, as well as 
thing, for any one to ſay, If I am elected, 1 
ſhall be rar fatty — 
Salvation or not. Fer, as the [Apoſtle ſays, 
Eph. 1. 4. God har choſen ur toSalvation in Chriſt un. 
„ 0 Obedience, | through rh Santtifitation of 
the Spot it, and Belief of the Truth. Which 
ſuppoſes Faith and Obedience the Conditions 
of our being choſen to Salvatiom. And the 
fame Apoſtle tells us. that ue dre GH uri. 
manſhip created in Jeſur Chrift to good 
Morin, unhich God befure ordained by hit 
Lau that we ſhonld walk iu them: And if 

we do not w int bem, we may be called 


7 90 Tt but 


Eph. 2. 


IO, 


Hopes, we ö are alſo elected ro the Means to 


8 — as... — \ | 


but not-#56/er o1\So that for any one to de- 
pend entirety upon his being abſolutely ele. 
ted without oy king any thing towards his 
Halvation, ot to imagine that God will fee”! 
no Sin in his Elect; is to lay andther. Foun! 
lation of eternal Happine ſi than uubat Chris 
har laid in the nem Cyodenunt: To ſuppoſe 
the All- ſeeing Scarcher of Hearts, is as blind 
and ignorant as himſelf, that che impartial 
God, who ſaw and puniſhed Sin in\Mo/es + 
and David, is now become like an heathen 
Idol, who har Eyes and\ſees not, Ears'and 
beareth nut, at leaſt” that he 35 an inuugent 
Neſpecter of Per ſons in his Decrees; when” 
he has declared) that in his Judgment he 
neither is, nor will be ſo, but will judge 
every Man according to bis Mors. And 
indeed, according to the Doctrine of uncon · 
ditional Election, a Doctrine which ma7 
ſerve rather to ſooth Men in their Sins, than 
to ſave theit Souls, che neceſſary Connexion 
between Repentance and Salvation, Impeni- 
tence, and Condemnation; is utterly difio:y'd; 
our Vow in Baptiſm,” u reſſi the Hor ld the 
Fleſh and the Devil, is ſupervacaneous, and 
God has not in his Mercy purpoſed to par- 
don the Penitent, or in his Juſtice to puniſh 
the obdurate: But all thoſe Who can ſo fat 
fatter themſelves out of all Far of cheit be- 
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"Fram hee e bat Jie e Reſon 
Men have tg, appropri: 5 Nelyes 
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. eouſt and et 
the irs EEC, be Lau; 


1 ſaniry co their own, Faction, tha 
may the che WHEL cenſur Gy. omineer , and 
od ir, ger therss, ro which they, rhiok they 
bays an, unqueſtionable Right. „ becauſe the 
GOV G . Y a 
* minion; therefor 
e uadedchemlelves, t i n San 


2000 


Damn ral) ag 
Hör fps chem auc that all the next 
I Wond is irreffmttbly their bung they conclade 
> Wl chi they Have nothing UG A 
12 "Hl Whether +> hem ory hy 
© ON chit all Walt be cbers he 75 
er. and that they fall get an they 
i Eo Herber Ra ene Mp yl 
e o e ela et all ther POW 
4 0 A 8 ng 
a WOE t t \ N 2 Gui \.— Wl 
times, 90 i wy ich Yitiks AN ler, | 
and'6Ye them ; Chriſt do Bt 
for the" 25 5 Rbbe ibu, as a 
Rife r the 8 = 
fel Mien k th St, Pail? He, though 
ed, WOMI y confeſsd himſelf 10 Wr be 
110 4 Sinners; they, though the 

1% Gabe,” Calonize rhetnfelV&8 for 
the « 0 Yints. But not crety olle that 
im putes Righte ales o Hittiſelr, Ne 
daa Nez 1055 15K evus; by Jeet oh. z. 29. 
auth Ri fred fue 5 2 even Ag 3.7 
Chriſt 1 t Obellibu te t 
Grd, 5 7 7 And After all. St. T4 
eb hing. 10 iff 2 ram hl 
the 1 70 Finne bf Wich Nun 
ber we all arc) Will, if e tepeht Ani delle 
in him, afford us more Tabſtantial Hope fd 
lid Cotter Hour of Death, tha wil 


the 


and according to which we'ſhalb hereaſtet be 


Obeltimm ag bis 
ruhe Pleas of abſolute Election and Saint ſtip 
1 Whatſoe ver S. ng N NN Gnu +0: 
Having thus anſwerd ſome Obj ections that 
may be rais:dagainſt the Doctrine of the Text, 
I ſhall conclude all with a brief Application. 
No ſince there can be no true Juſtifying 
Faith which is Hot accompanVνd with good 
Works, ſmnee the Work of our Salvation is 
Baſineſs of the chigheſt Concern and Impor 
tanet ; and it was the Deſign of our Saviours 
coming, that we ſtould | excel'ic5u Mort 1 
Niety and Mercy, to which we are excited, 
in Which we are aſſiſted by the Holy Ghoſt, 


judg'd; ſince the Pleas of Slorh Deſponden 
cy. and Preſumption; will or excuſe out 
neglecting to wort out bur Sakvation'; and 
our Obedience to God's Commands, becauſ 
neceſſarily enjolttd is not inconſiſtent wit 
\the free Crate of the Spirit, and the Merit 

of Chriſt; ſince even our beitip'6l/d and che 
. ſen to eternal Felicity, ſuppoſes an Obligatior 
incumbent upon us, 70 ue bf bur Salus 

tion with Fear and Trembling ; let us labou 
to become God's peculiar People, by being 
Z&ealous of good Works, fulfilling the Laws o 
the GdIpel by a ſteady Courſe of Virtue; et 
deavouring to compleat our. Duty with {uct 

an humble Diligence, reverential Seriouſueſ 
| 4 0 
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Doorine amſirored. 207 
and vehement Deſire to pleaſe, as becomes 
thoſe who ſerve ſo great 4 Maſter a8 the Al- E Eph. 6. 5. 
mighty. and are purſuing ſa weighty and in- 
imablen Bonelnt, as than of heir evetlaſting 


Salvation. f iind 3. K 13! „ Us 3 — BL 002 lad ! 
nd 


Let us Work with that-earneſt Induſtry a 
reſolute Perſeverance in Well- doing, as if our 
Works alone were able to juſtiſie and ſave us: 
And yet ſo abſolutely depend on the frre 
race of God. and all · ſufficient Merits of 
Chriſt for our Juſtification and Salvation, as 
if we had never wrought out any one Act of 
Obedience. S0 ſhall: the ort of our galua- 
ion contain in it the Mori of Faith. the La- * 
bur f Love, and the Patience of Hape; 
the uniform Obedience, that Faith; the chear- 
ful Induſtry which Love, and the unwearied 
Conſtancy in doing or ſuffering, - which our 
irm and yet humble Hope in the Lord Jeſus, 
ſhall effect in us, and thereby procure for 
us an ineſtimahle Re ward. 
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our frab-Pleſpr; — Poo Lord 7 
ting at the right Hand of the Father; invelt- 
cad with all Power in Heaven' and Earibl, 
aud conflituted Jude of the NQuiri and Dead; 
and n 9 the 4% 


the 


the Abaſthes i in hints; yet, perhaps, he was 
the E in oration , and Dignity, in 


wore 8 | 


rediion, and feryent — chat — 
be ul with Grace, and ras ves above, 
thro' theniwrefcoſſion- of — — V. 6. 
Prieſt; who made himſelf a Sacrific 
He proœeeds to reprdve them, ( but 
ly Jehlouſiee bb had over them,) ei 
Levity in deſerting-the Goſpel, for which 
they were at firſt / zep/ous ;and liſttitzgg to; 
nd being och d bys the novel and fil Te- 
nts of fubrle, inſinuating Teachers, (who, 
to avoid Per ſecutiom from the Fews; and 
23 St. Pauls Character, as if he 


the reſt of the Apoſtles) af. 
— was to be obtawfd 
ny: by the Law" of Moſer; and uf by tht 
Lau o Grace: A Poſition our Apoſtie aſ. 

I fires the Galatians, was to bebeld accur ſed, 
though deliver d by —— — 
vince the Law with Circumciſion was ab- 
lit d by Chriſt.; and therefore. 70 oblerde (it 
the Ceremonies of the Mo/aic- Duſpen ſat im, 
which were but Sado of the Faub to 
come, was in to de Chriſt the Su 
ante of all — 4 


bim; but Hrotn che-Light; and Efficary;s the 


— Dons: 


come in the Bloſhs An chatecht might che 
better convince 5 (xalgtiaxsof che Truth 


to himſelf; in — 2 che G. 
ry of God, and the d aluntiam af Neg: A De. 
ſign quite oppoſite to the Ru propodd by 
the falſe Tudaigiamꝝ Doctots who anden v d 
by winning Arts plauſible Harangues and the 
Varniſh of Eloquence ] rarlindenwifipithen- 
ſelves, and ploaſt Men; and hy ig to 
bring them back ftom the Spiric f arion, 
to the vie Fearand Boxdage ofthe Lum 
But he}. even againſt his own>Securiey\\*con- 
demnd the Obſervance of that rereworiul 
Law, which he'hathiohce; \whewsdfrifh Phe 
riſee, ſo rigidly maintiin di us to defend; and 
E it. withod bloody Rags; Wer that 

now decried iti ptoceedeiſl pt fm any 
love of Ghange, on the Influence, the Opin 
ons, or Practibes of Men might have over 


Sar 


Saviour, God ws well\ gh Mangy\\ftons wbom 
he had ſearn'd; by immediate Revelation, that 
by the Death, 'Satisfaitidn,/ am Neeſurrction 
of Chriſt alone, without any. outward Cr: 
_ enmciſton, "ware eel) — 
ed fr Ani _—_ of 
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Sis, the Daminiam of” Satan, and Power * 
the Graus Not indeed that we ſhould there- 
fore q in che mne, that Grace might abound; 
but that out Load having given himſelf for 

ur, that the nights purchaſe to bim/elf a pe- 
Jar Pease, zealous of good Works, we 
ſhouldiideny all Ungodlineſt, and worldly 
Lalla; and walk-in Righteoufneſs, and Ho- 
linefr according to the Will of God. 

Hence it is, that the Apoſtle ſo 

with the Galatiaus, in the Words 


ex 
of the Text, Do I 


Per ſaade Men, or 
God, on de I t to pleaſe Men? For if I 
yet pleaſed Men, I ſhoulu nos be the Servant 
of Qi; as üf he had ſaid, Do I now, by 
enforcing the- Goſpel without the Law, en- 
deavous to ayert the or conciliate the 
favour of Men? Or rather is it not my Du- 
tyr as un Apoſtle of Chriſt: to be eech them, | 

in his aud, te b reconcif d to God, and to 3 
ome-anathericithat the Wrath of Heaven may | 
be apprasd. For iff rack the | 
ſacerely q fl Jibridle the ardof 
Gid dearigfiv Mig NE Lpreach 1e (asithe cor. 4.5; 
talſe Teachers Mo and notti che —— v 


Cris — | 


vith-their ape | but chen 
[ A. God, whoſe) Embafſador . I am: 
2 Therefore, 
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Me pleaſing 


Therefore, having not receiv d — 
by the Inſtruction. Election, or Ordination 
of Men, I publiſh not the Maxims of the 
World, but ſet forth Eternal Fruths, the 
Love of God, and the Grace of our Lord Je 
ſus Chriſt; and herein I ſeek not my own 
Intereſt, or Glory, but the Glory oß the Al. 
mighty, and the univerſal Benefit} of Man- 
kind: I am not ſolic itous to juſtiſie my preacty 
2 Cor. 2. ing to Man, or torhis Judgment, hut to God 
„that ſent me; as of Sincerity, as of God, in 

the Sight of God, I ſpeak in Chriſt; For he 
1 Cor. 4. that zudgeth and yuſitfieth nc is the: Lord, 
1,4 who trieth the Hearts. and Reins, and befor: 
2Cor.5. 9. Whom we mizſt all appear , ho having mae 

me a.Sterard of the divine Myſterzes;; that 


I may be accepted of him, is the Ends of all 
A®s20. my Toi“. For his ue Ireimice, thus Ian 
* thought. worthy to;ondure Trilmiatian, a7 nut 

accounting m Life dear ta amy Self, ſo that 
L might cheer fully fniſ my Courſe. — 4 
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conſiſtent with Religion. 
trdat of them, namely, cher if we would be the 
Setvants of Chriſt we muſt not be anxious in 
ſeeking te pleaſe Men, For if 1 yet plea- 
fed Men, I hond nat be the Servant of 
Chr.. £23 2c 
W a DA tea | 
of his Miniſtry, may perhaps ſeem fomewhar 
different from his Injunction, implied in the 
Text g for he being a Perſon of univerſal good 
Nature and diffuſtve Charity, had his Breaft 
ſo dilated and filld with the Love of Man- 
kind, whoſe eternal Welfare he ſo ardently: 
&lird; ſo induſtriouſſy purſu d, as to perform 
all Offices of K indneſs and Condeſcenſion to- 
wards them; though he was the Servant of 
<onfidering his Redeemer came in 
bu) rs Servant, and waſp d his Di. 
ſtiples Feet; he alſo diſdain'd/ not ro be 2 


berame ur 
the Laus ½ bn withine Law To the Weak 
he betamt us Weak; that be might gain the 
Meat; he wu mad@ all 'things' to all Men, 
that he might Y all means ſave ſome ; part- 
ing in ſeveral things, even with his own Chri- 
fian Liberty, that * be deliver d 
from the Slavery of # denying him- 
elf al preſent Satisfaction that he might pro- 
cure to others a laſting Content; deſpiſing his 


P 3 own 


Servant of Men, Therefore to the Fews he x Cor. . 
\a Few, i the Gentiles without 192 *» 


22, & 
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own'T Intereſt rorhidnadv their ; 
ritual — undervuluing hisvown Re. 
putation to advance them to'ſubſtamcial:Glo. 
ry. \ Paitis and Afflictio s fr their 
Conſolation and Eaſe; ind expolitlg his Body 


and hazarding his Life Tor this! SGI of 


oy 


Servants of *Chriſt/? Sori IH AND 
| 4 chief Inſtances of 


their immortaſ Souls Such, Pſay / being our 
Apoſile's Practice in p/ea/ing Mon, it may 
ſeem to ſome "that 3 — here re- 
cedes from bis uſuul Cortiatty — 0m 
lawfully, iy ſome Caſts predye Men 
remain the Servants havin 44 
That I may therefore wens ly Handle 
the Text, and in ſome ſort Recbncile dr: Vu 
herein, With chis HcH inne olfewhere, 

1. 1 ſhall in che firſt place Enquire how fer 
we may pleaſe Mien and vet Vontinue the 


II. Sccondiy, ytall point our ſbme of the 


Men; which are 
inconſſſtent with out being rie Servants of 
Obriſt N UI IKIYQUE) ICIY. dn 
III. IT birdly;\Þſhall fhew. the extreme Fol- 
ly, and Danger of io ſeedking\cd pleaſe Mer, 
11 not to tcontinuꝭ tho Srrvents of Ghrift.' 

nr ima 1 'hatf\ſpeak\formerbing 
by Wap of $39, wan o w 
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J And firld;nHow fan we may pleaſt Men, 
and yet / conti nv the Seruyents of Chriſt. 
-Nowimethaycbe; the Servants of Chriſt, 
anch y et\endenvonr. to-$/a9/0; Men, by giving 
them ud Offence; by complying with chem 
in all ching innocent ; ande by doing them all 
the Good we can citheꝝ lin their Bodies, or 
See nit eee a . e 
Fits By gi ung them n Offence. 
Out Sauiom obſetves. — the 
beym ity vl Maman⸗ Nature, and the parti- 
culat Per verſeneſs and Malignity of ſome Mens 
— — witheome ; inſomuch that 
Cape of Brace hall, contrary to 
— become an runhappy Occaſion of 
Sodition on ar: But Hen he Yenounces 4 
Woeroquinff that Many whom Offences : 
ſhall come; intimating, thiatithe giving O,. 
feure, ia A Matter of hefordinary Guilt, and 
conſoqhently us by every dne careſtulſ to be 
avoided: Wherefore Sta Hau ex horts the Co- 
rinthiamt. to give no Offence either to Jew or 
Gentile; rhutiirather Ita fa lui hit Example 
who peu fed Mien in ali e. dot ſeeking 
bis 0h Frefit, but thin Rroft of * | 
they might bet (urn. Irn boA VI 
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411 mcs  ogly to mention. As when we 
og fir in 55 2 5 opprobrious Language ; 
5 05 1 cen Mens Actions, 
wich ena and Authority, ex- 
aggerat 0 en allings and detracting from 
DAR s commendable in them; when we railc 


ſs Concelts, and frivolous Diſputes about 


Options of {,00 Moment; ſeel and embrace 
Of of of e and Variance 44 Joy: Dil: 
| oſities, When we 


5 TED iQatiog, .; 

Rl nrion f 2 wege 
n 
cauſe bf {pes 
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— — bbs fond — inns bay 
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— with Rel; gion. 
ting into, ind meddling with the Affairs of o- 


thers, en unaccountable Jealouſies, 
and wayward' Saſpicions about their Conduct; 
when we not only refuſe them ordinary Kind- 
neſſes hut are prone to do them many Inju- 
ries; and yet reſolve to forgive none; 

eager to oppreſs the Helpleſs, and pervert J u- 
ſtice; and obſtinate in raking, as well as ma- 
licious in giving Offence, without any War- 
rant from Reaſon or Reli glon. All theſe things. 
like Gall mi ngled with 75 inegar, cannot but 
be nauſeous — diſtaſteful,” fretting a Man's 


Mind, diſcompoſing his Quiet, and embitter- 


ing the ſober and temperate Enjoyment of 
ſuch n as n and Nature have ſet 
before him 

And — — to logs ale another of chit 
good Name, which is better than precious 
Ointments, or great Riches; to whet the 
Tongue like a Sword,” and boot out Arrows, 
even bitter Words, rendring. our Carriage as 
offenſixe and troubleſome as Thorns and 
Briars: to create and foment Feuds, and in- 
ceſſantly reciprocate be Sau of Diſcord, by 
fierce a; = "and. vi 
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bur 
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8 Mengileofing\\\ne\ 
but our . ſuvtily taking: uhοννs the 
Goyerament of other Mans Matters. us if 
they wete incapable ui manggingithlem, and 
were hot to be alloy d che Fteedom of Cholee: 
Tor treat gur Brethren) with Scurn tand Con 
2 the Phaniſes did the Pubdican, even 
gwiag aver: tis; Faults, and 


— ing. bins 1 — — 21 
the 


To, deride cba Miſery), grid She Fare 


Hegrſidriat the Aadow's: Ti 
1 Orphan] 4d uu them 10 turſt 
Ong of heir Fauler) To accuſe 
3 1 addito:the Sorrows, of che Af. 
| fliged;-and like 5s Friends, iſſead vf cem. 
farting, to vex him whom God ha finiten 
and grieve him wh] ite Humigbey Has 41 
ready wounded :Thisis not onlyto offend 
againſt the Lama of Society againſt co mon 
Humanity, Decevey und Juſticen but tor breal 
the Bands of chat Chr iſtias Love, char com 
prehenfive. Charity 2881 Pan deſcribes and 
enforces, w hich: ſaffereth Jong andris lind 


er vietſi not. vauutbiln not iti ſelf is not paſ 
ande 


fed ug dass nos behave it d 
ſenbet h unt her awn is dot en ſily ꝓro vod 
ia certh abt in Iniquity,' but rejaices(hs in Il 
Tart ao ono ben 9% rn nb. 

„ When 4 meck rand humblen an, affable, 
ſwyeet. and eondrſceading Deportiwent- wil 
WWA beget, 


conſiſtent mh oligion. 

beger and cheriſh:Beheyolence, and an hangh- 
ty, fallen; ard tnfieible! one} -ill cob und 
extinguiſh ir gf 1 %% Words in Scaſdr will 
turm dum at und meigate Sorrow; an 
equal Oonſtructton of Mens Actions, and the 
abſtainſng from unteaſo able, unjuſt; And tin- 
charirable Judgments in 8 —— 
Traſt uu Benignity; ib the Monning 

pre nd Pen gen 
ing, 


ent digeſtidg Afffonts, will pre- 
vent) ph gry not — Differences the 


ing thoſe whom the" und" bf EI 
auc the revering, rather chan 

— —— with huge Cula⸗ 

mities; (48 Places fruct with Lightning were 


tber Infinwiiries, (which St. Pan entreats 
the Cumbia to beat in him, even when 
n in them) will evn. 
tribats - nee 7 


8 R — Zng 


the 
do the meaneſt — them Faydtits 


without Difficulry, SRuffüng. or Delay, ar 
leaſt re — withoar Inſolence of Scorn, 
bien ſine bear worſe thin Irhurfes 5) Will 
encourage them to be co with cher Con. 
dition, and love and ho 


teinly we muy! pl Mus, by 


not piò vo- 


3 


anciently hid ſacred) if the Bearing drr 


us; ſo face. 
wit unn geg chem 7/6 "far the Apoſtle 


40 


10 en plain 


* Pleaſe them, to be bind and 
tender-heatted, ſuftaining one andther's Bur- 
dens,” forbearing and forgiving one another; 
to lay aſide' all Evil:ſpeaking, Wrath, Pride, 
aud Fe that 'the fung may neinben dt. 
Spiſe the Heul, ub the Weak and 
condemn the N Sirongy"4s knowing; w are all 
ſubjeck to the like) Frailties and: ations; 
mourn under the Tub of Vanity / and live in 
2 petpetua H urry And Conflict wich our Tem- 
r as amidſt a treacherous 
and rebellious * Nay ſo far we are 
bownd to pleaſe" Men, if we would be mer- 
ciful as our heavenly Father,” who willing. 
y does nor Mic or grieve ur; if we would 
de che Servants of Chriſt, and fulfft the Lare 
of Love; \adorn the Goſpel, by an amiable 
and g ios ag wy advance the G. 
the Almigbty, in procuring Peace and 
Good. till on Earth; and not id ſome mea - 
ſare een grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by 
ervetly, dleinfull "und eſpivefaly e 
ng he's Ipirirs of "ME M 

But Secondly, We give offence" to others, 
by 


. 
_—_— W 4 a a 


Ry wee ons 2 Actions, IE 2 
duce chem to fall away from t aith-in, 
or erlelet tie Goſpel of Chriſt; Such 
45 ar inimodeſt; prophanc; and blaſphemous 
es, or Writings, fooliſh we" 
jeſting ; 


Ms Mi. i ot Ms nom As a ot 
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jeſting; ridiculing the Articles of our Faitir 5 
as abſurd q tepreſenting the Precepts of Chrift 
as too rigorous; enervating the Menaces, or 
extending too far the Promiſes of the Goſpel; 
diſcauraging Men from perſevering in Riglr- 
teouſueſs, by countenancing Vice, and de: 
preſſing Virtue, traducing the Miniſters of the 
moſt bigh. Cod, as Men of Craft, Trick, and 
Deluſion; leading the Uuwary into pernici- 
ous Errors, by ſiniſter, dubious, and; unlaw- 
ful Practices; or living in ſuch an open and 
| habitual Violation of God's Laws. a8. aui 
tbe Meal to fumble, nee che Proſli 
gate in theit Gus. W NW {he ob I 
Ji, ka chen as we qan-improve arficrs, by 
grave; bhid, and pious Diſcourſes: avqiding 
all evil Communications. that. corrupt. good 
 Manners.4;45, far as We. can render Ioteprity 
ſecure, and unſuſpected, protect the: Frutir. 
encreaſe Religion, and conſim the umſeigned 
and. worthy; Profeſſors of+ it. in a venęrahle 
Eſtimatiom and, Honour 30 as; far a8 BO 
with ſedate' and mature Reaſon, Wi 
found Learning,. refute Hereſies; 
regulargd;Zeal, lupport,and eſtabliſhy the, Gbr 
lian Falch, and: put 20. Slence\the ( 92 2 
of fooliſh: Men, by a ſpotleſs and irteprohen- 
ſible: Lite. (Which is the way vo. HR the 
enn N Jo 


ence abliged to — Heſt 
5 ep «)-Sriene,- and; harm, 
bus: Altre aur. Broker, ee 


di 419doat fi 3701 11 ioctiaae 90 b. 
a gw ithſtaadieg b our Hager Kauder: 
tog #9 Nac in theſe audi the like Cafes, 
Oey will eicher through! inyererate.and 
| Adee Frejudics. 2 
Gorars: ve. pr, an inſatiable. Defire | 
Hill take Offenee wens none is 
Ea it is exaugh fox us to haxn dene our 
e E chan Dao; 
peryerſe 


as e ſacred A$. 1555 8 * \ week N 

|  NCCONLY 10 ER NAY Seryants 
705 i » and. 9 
ing with them in all Thingsjpnogent; 
5 25 h hurtful to aur —— 
Jjurious fo others, dt, prejudicial 40 
ry of God. 
to "ſeveral Nations and Societies 4 geavenicnt 
Modes and Habisz, Mhich obraigipr vary! ac 
£9 Fang the Exigency and-Altgration of 
imes 3 there ang aſtebliſned Rules af Deco- 


rum, 


conſiſtant with Neligion. 
mm: ſtachd Perm hand erpreſſive Signs of 
Doeſerennt and Reſpect proper to ſuch as are 
emitiently; y Birth, Station 1 
aue dne There hre honeſt Ways of ad- 


yanoing the-Hattiitels — —— 
the zul Atvantage oF others, of ſerring God, 
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and one another, in Love, in ſober Mirth, Gal. 5. z. 
Entertdin- 


friend! „und 
ments y in Actions — — 
ferent, as Well as retigious 
ther g d Cbriftinn Thberty, rn 
fg ic; brubridging our Telves ofir® ork 
Cratiftearton ef others, as Prodence nd Kha 
ty thalt dealt; where wd are under ü Re: 
ſtraint-cith& from humane or divine Laws to 
the contrary, and no real or apparent Detri- 
ment of Diquiet td dd is likely to' follow 
chereup bn im ſuch things as. are /a<ofid and 
— wi lovely wet good Report ," ait- 
thorized by the Approbation or Uſage of Per- 
tons of x pPerlence anch ihtegri Ro 


ry, in the Place 
or Age e Ave ing Hot, to p Me by 


complying wit with the is ſuch a” \ueamiſh 
Nicenefs, ſcrapuldus Moroſcneſs, 4 G Acri- 
are ach a Con- 


4 N. 

21 
DIe 
4 


— marvel if the — mr ncs wr 
2 che dio wenig — phe 


ber Humanity 

| liges them thus to C gerate frominhe — 
wherein they might live a civilp and yet a 
pious Life ; nor does a amigos ur, 
weening Carriage, or an aftectec | 
rious Singularity in chuſing a fravge. Dreſs, 

or odd Diet, recommend any one to God or 
—— Men; howeyer it may 
countably to be denominated cher Bache vf2 
Peaceable Set, r Signified bx the Title. of 
a Religzgus, Order. -ovx pee © * 
Likewiſe, there are certain religions Cere- 
monies, which, make-up, the Bea of Hol. 
neſs, and have been thought. Ac, and, proper. 
for the Worſhip gf God (her ire 
the outward e o the Hoch 


as, well as the n 


Order, enden i the Houſe of God; 
we may; and onght ro pleaſe Men, a8 well 
a5 ſer vs and pleaſe God, in regularly conforit- 
ing to them. For however Tun 
might ſeem in theinſelyes, before 
made the — Durban Laws,” pg 


be 8 At a hel i 
calumniate them as —— 8 they 
fair not Wick His car cy, auf hot 
only refuſe do h wi he 28 far 45 
the Laws themſelves reqtüre, But ſeduce o- 
thers to renounce” them as egal and perſe- 
cuting Tmpoſitions, cannot plead Conſcience 


for reſiſting-the Powers ordained by Gol, td 
which he is bound in Conftience to ſubmit, 


while ſuch equicable Laws, as to their pre. 
ceptrve Part at leaſt, 1 
. Eipecially if we fefleck that ſuch Laws as 
ac agreeable 1 Neaſon and Religion, 
are the Supports o f Kingdoms, and Fences br 
Order, and enadted to _advanice and preſerve 
Feace among Men; aul con y, he 
that con rejets* and ſets them at 
naught , declares himſelf an” Esemy to the 
publick Peace, vilifies ſolemn Conſtitutions, 
tadeayouts to fubyert the Foundation's of uni- 
Q verſal 
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remain in full force to 


5 e 
verſal — KO or he N 


to himſelf a "yrandy over 
unjuſt 1 8 he's yk 


others, inaſinuc 

with the I on e e 

but deſi res th that es ſhould 
100 de 


Though cheref bk e ow I 
Compliance, an u 4 5 P ity 1005 6. 
Truth and Gooe 19 1 5 5 Fountain 
of them ; Hg Go are not 1 1 


on our portant In 8 gf y 15 


i of ah dacious 10 
wicked. however dere Aung reſſors; 
by feeding + Mens 
prejudice t their ral B 


Ki = See jon; and Con. 
cience, A com 51 7 be pert haviour 


BM | 1 cot lying 
| 12 innoctht ; that we 
at lealf 1 Hienate 


may engage a That, at 
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confi with Rel gion. 


he Mater that opfily | be ſubmitted to, 


ſeem to be Fe er . 
flom, nor the Churches of 
1 indee Sh, as Kaſs ; 
fraction of their Ciry emple, by their 
factions and Th, 4 cir inſuppottable 
Conrem of others, their refuſing familiar 
Conye „and the ordinary Offices of Civili- 
ty ro thoſe about them, rendered their Reli- 
gion and Nation ſo odious, as to haſten the 
Subverſion, 


flians by 1146 


e we Jew c 


God. 
before the De 


of both: So the primitive Chri- 


friouſſy conforming themſelves 
Iractices of Men, in all Things 


C 3.4 


the Go Nel; b 3, by a patient Demeanor 


Gee to Laws, and Compliance 
honeſt Culto by abſ ining dom Inj vi 
paying due. 7 A demonſtrating t heir 
Courteſie in! unte rce 1 all, 
attracked Prgſely tes, ite ed the Faith, vin-' 
cated, recomr 4 embelliſhed che 
Dodrins of then Bebe 4 er; "the 

thar Chriſtianity Was bot Pour N 

15 ancholy a thing, as to diy Men of all ſoci· 

e (die and benign Virtues, bur that the, Horde 


iu her Lis; and like the coleſtial 2 
Q 2 dom 


conſiſtent With eſo he Rules, and 1 e Y | 
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f Chrift, te the gracious Woman Sohosproy. 31. 
" % deſeribes, had 2 Law of Kindneſ9*5- 
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228 Ape 
„ he deli hted iH, ner luer, 
gentle, 25 Pearls, an 9 of 
Grace to the Heu and Cham if Gold'ty 
the Neth, of him that embrated "andre. 
tainel her. e 100. 29 26W/ ten 105 
Third. We may fircher rü Men, and 

yet be the Servaits of Chriſt, by doing them 
all the Good we can, either in their Bodies or 
Souls. As it is every MatigDury to do Good 
to others, and in forme meaſure, in his Pow- 
er, ſo dt much teddunds to his Intereſt and 
Satisfiction; and is an Oblation and Teſti 
mony of Love, Well. pleaſing 1 God and 
Man. For therefore has the Almighty plant. 
ed in our Natures, the Inclinations of Love 
and Pity, a Deſire of Friends, of an honeſt 
Eſtimation, and a convenient Portion of N ap- 
pare, in this World; that by acting — 
n we an are, or ma -befabjet 
= miniſtring to Lach others 
e ight night deten 
exerciſe 2 and C ſſion; eſta- 

i 920 endeat Sdclery : and eblaty/thiar Cour 
tenange and Aſſiſtance, that Reptration and 
Frietidſhip which attends, as Well as flows from 
the merciful and fberal zv be ate ever ready by 
theirBounty or Advice, their Intereſt ox Per- 
karton, to do n Goodto others, by 


— py cauſing 


| 22 


conſiſant cath Religion. 
cꝛuſimg chem to receiye, gx.confer Kindneſſes, 
No one then that has the Uſe of his Rea- 
ſon, and Would act according to Nature, can 
pleadl. chat it. is not in his Power to do Good; 


for wherefore was he born, or continues in a 


ciyil or religious Society, if he reſolves to be 


n uſclesMomber of ju? It is in a religious 
or civil Body; 48 it is in;the- natural Body, 
where there are many Mempers i in one Body, 
and each gart icular Mamber is, or aught to 
be of \u/# m -4be:whote, Body. For notyith/ 
ſtanding the different Degrees, or Conditions 
of Men in the World. in this, (as the M iſeman 
obſeryes) ah great and ob/ture, the mean 


and illuſtriaus. the rio and the poor meet 


nau them alli to he alternately ſubſervient 
to one another, and the cannot well live, 
without interchangeably doing good Offices 
to each other, in their Bodies or Souls; ei- 
cher by hoſpizably. entertaining the. Stranger, 
feeding the. Hungry, and clothing the Naked, 
(o whieh purpoſe even, the M ids Mite, 
as well as the Munificence of the Wealthy, was 
no ſmall Contribution), or. uiſting t hl that 
ae ſich, an in Priſon, chearing the Auflicted. 
comforting, the Diſconſolate, watching by, 
and pray ing for them in their Diſtreſſes and 
ne or elſe Mr Good to their 


Souls 
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Fences, allaying M S Rok 

ſuch as are apt e SIS 
of Deſtruction aa e Fat that 
leads to ever Sino off 

All which Merhade.of doing Good (and 
many more that might be mentioned): being 
the proper Uſe and, End of the Talents and 
| Bleſſings Ach has beſtowed 1 us, not on · 
ty create and unite Societies, ſtir up and en- 
creaſe Beneficence aud Love. among Men, 
maling even our Enemies, f r at, Peace 
with us, by beapmg up Cools of Fire en 
their Heads, turning and melting their obdu- 
rate Hearts; but are alſo an Odam of a fer 
2 Sacrifice, to the Almighty; who 
re by the Jaflnence of his bleſſed Sp: 
ee fach Ane in thi 
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e done, while they 
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of daing it with Prep a 
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y etfoublelf chat we catirior do 


5 vis — — Souls to the 
ice SOUL un. 


don 15 ane 2 'the 
oppre, ＋ ding u the bro- 
Tee al * bs eble, raiſing 
up the Amel. 4 atid Teuciüg power. 
ous, the proflig ate, and lr, 10 TP th, 

Rig fa ant CORO: we Lit at once 


pleuſe and Mankind; this is Whit our 


ir we have ay Confolation in Chriſt, any 
comfort of Love, any Fellvw/hip o 
_— or Mercier; as knowing that 


mote Bleſſed to give than receive, that 
we whe. al An, Brethren, and Chriftians, 


Members df the fame myſtical Body, and there- 


thut lacterd; we bs * bound by the Time 
flerättentF Wwe, Al Templer Ts 70 22h Holy 
Spirit, e e 94 Fi 


F all Lobt, | ofthe „ 
Partakerb of iche fannt Hope, 
lane Tre an Cana) 
nal BHV. 
jour reco! 
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Religion enfolds us to exdeaybur af Effect; 


fore ſhotld 2 more ComTinit [7 to chat Pore 


jebts of ehe 1 2440 Prate 85 4 


· h 1.5 * td, bis is 
what Gur Shy by is ExXANiple;”,. 
a5 well as Doctrine, i be — ab 


232 .: wee pro 


is Goodneſst0wardstheFSoxitr 


2 of Men z H louiy and tender; 


loving and; rampafthate: i Meny for 
whom alſo he paveobm Life af a: Renſom, 
that he might rectncale all thing toi the Fa. 
cher boc lu in Haauem an Earth by. the heal. 
ing Cement f hir mah, E? 5 
Having thus ſeen how fat we niay pleaſe 
Men. and yet be the Sertants of *Qhtiſt,"1 
Pri Dad ; 19a tad ad” on 
| . Socondly to point out ſome of che chief 
Jaſtanges of pleaſing Men, which are inchn- 
fiſtent «624! gur being :the: Fer bunt of 
eee. de ede s u ö CL 
No we are not the Setrvants ef Chriſt if 
we kek to pleaſe Men, by not dating to 
Jepfove them, by flattering them it their 
Vices and Follies, by being indluſtrious Agents 
jar 22 — theit yitious 
neee catryirg on ther 
diſponeſi Purpoſes s and by making the praik 
ol Men, kbe chief End of our Rcions, and 
not the Approbation of God » 15. 
irt e Plaa Man, n n hot ro be the 
mY of, Chrift, by never-dating to re- 
bro vet — bib ol 100 d ons 
„Phe, ſama Charity thar obliged us to Love, 
hide u alſo reprove our Brother, and he that 
Jsfaſes or id, neither conſults) the 
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Honom of his Saviourocnbr the ſpiritual Ad- 
vautage of dris Nrighbour, but deſperately 
ventures to incut tho Wrath of the 2 

ty. euvofoa-fordid fear of :diſpleaſing Men. 

. The: Law faith, Than halt not hate thy Levit. 19. 

| Brother: ir Maart, thow-ſbalt ; in any wiſe *** 

rebuke him, and not. ſuffer. Sin to reft upon 
him; and our Saviour enjoins us to- rebuke Mat. 18. 
our Brother ; firſt; pridateꝶy; if that aj? 
not, then before Mitneſſes; and if be ſtill 

cont imme pbſſanate;' ta tell it to the Church - 
Wherefoze not to rebuke another when he 

is to hate him; and he that baterh 

his Brother is a Murderer, and his Blood 

Hall be requirid.of bim So far is ſuch a one 

from loving his Brother, and hating his Vices, 
(which are odious to God, and contrary to 

his infinine Holineſs, ) that he loves his Bro- 

ther's Vicus, and yet hates his Perſon, and 
conſequently neither overs God nor Man; 

but has Fellowſhip uirii tbe waſprur ful Works = 

of Darts nnd the Prince herevfi pho 

was a Murderer from the 1 2 

.  Notſondid, Jabs ib Baprift, "Who Father | 

- MW choſe r9:(hdzard/bis Life than not — an 

| inceſtuous Herod; not ſo did St. ö 

e, withſtood; Ser Beten ro bir Hure When be 
at thought he 104/4'd notruprightly; and valued 
"I Baa 5 eſteem d an Enemy by ſome, 
u 10 \ tow ards 
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are committed with Deliberation and Choice; 


e ta 


oe Ig Efbe 


Ss wy whom be Luc, he ad the 
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Truth. £2 Hi 918, IW all. 20-40 11810 
t muſt be confeled. elicits Duey of Ke 
prof is to be manag d with great Biſkretion 
and Charity; as that the Matter of it be riot 
ſuch Iufirmities as Men lament in themſelves, 


and cannot help, but rather ſuch Crimes as 


that we proceed not herein on bare Rurhot or 
Suſpicion, but on eertain Knowledge of no- 
torious Facts; that we do it not out of Va- 
nity or Caprice, much leſs out of malignant 


and baſe Deſigns, but for the Glory of God 


aul Salvation of "our Brethren diſtinguith- 


ing berween Neuling and Reviling,” between 


ſuch Offences as require Provare, And ſuch a8 
{for ehe great Scaudul given) call for Publitt 
HAwirtadver ſion; ind fiiting” nels ani 
Teal accordingly"; chat we — 
Proper” 30 I Food," PE _ 
to hit Folly,” chafing 
ſuch a Time, —— 28 may fen. 
detour: Reprofs effectunt age” le; 
leſt we e em ro ehide che Wind ih the midi 
of a Sroftüi, a ApptY vlg Remedies int too de- 
ſperato Caſts; irtiate not better, the Repto- 
þate} and eſt TH befbte Sn, that wil 
bud and rend #5: As alſo it is requiſite that 
we 


ne 


> af. Ak _A£AS__ME._. Fo arti i Ru 
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ne have kafficieas Authority, not onhy e 
Reaſon and Religion, but from the particular 
Station or e are —.—— the 
ſpreading Growth. — V laying open 
— age e 


—— e 0 


ling the More aut f 6 
and if 2 Concer 


= —— —.— — 
4 W 25 Diſtance, in 
ſuch appoſite Pa 28 Nathas 
18d Depid; or if we are conſtram d to 
ſpeak: "ore apenly, it mull. be in caſe. of ad- 
tute i Nevefſity:3i as Jon reprov'd. the fame 
Prince, when. by his extravagant C oncern fur 
his Rebe{{roqs er. he Wes. in danger of. loſeug 


pr —— WS doot 
— | 
though — 


not. perhaps, gqually he obſery'd by: alt: 
. may, in ſome meœaſure, 2 


Conditiagillperaic ſows 


won 24 Mol e au eve ud flees 


with (Re gion. egg 


XI nagar 


| and warn his Brother, 
Exbertatien Counſel ot Entreaty, 

e him from being handen din Iniquity, 
ſometimes, like an expert Phyſirian, uſing 
ſharper Medicines to cure hit, where Leni- 
tive have no effect. bringing him by ſudden/ 
lyely, and poweiful Increpations, as the An- 
gel dlid Lot, aut of .a.wichad Sexom.; ſuatch · 
ing ihim by a mereiful Violence, like a Brand 
Iam. f. 20. o of th fire and by ſo doing ſave: Soul 
from Bearb. and bide a multitude of Tran 
greens; ſuch an uſeful and really kind Re- 
Pſ. 141. 5: aul beg that friendly Song a which will 
net irie Head; but prove the moſt ſa- 
latary Diſcipline; ache nobleſt ang; moſt heal. 

Prov. 12. ing Charity, which d ever hear, 
5 ana mant. And thereby Learning, 
und none bur the ib will coft; behind 
tbem / which males Man naten emen him: 

e el 4. other, aud berames a 
Iuffance of God's Preventing Grace in, the 
Hands of his Servants 0 keep orbert back 
From pre ſumptunut Jius or teduce ſuch as 
have. into the Fold of ißt forcing 

even thoſe that fi ſtom, or regard not the ſe- 
cret Checks of theit Qonſeienees to ceaſe from 
Exilileſt they daily meet with ſeaſonable and 


openRebykes; aud which when ſo zuſtly and 
A0 to 1694 345 YEWE 2480 pn merci 


Zaibast 
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mercifully peiform d as to ura many to Righs Dun. 3.3. 3. 
zeuge, ſhall male us Jhine like Stars is 
the Kingdom of Reese d mon bat 

if then Men have ſo little Regard to od 


Glory, and ſo ſlight Concern for rhe ſpiritual 
Welfare of others, as not to dare to open 
their Mouths, Fo reprimand ſuch as ſer. their 
Tongues Heaven; if they ſee their 
a Preddpice;ind will \not-with- 
hold him from"caſting himſelf beadlongemn 
the Gulf of Pordition jour of a 
Veneration or rather an inveterate Ran 
to his Perſon z if they are ſinfully aſhaurd ß 
controlling thoſe — — Trankzeffors, 
who will take occaſion from'rheir ſnenking 
Silence to pur Honeſty out of *Conntetiahceyj 1 vorT 
and baniſh Veracity ont df the World ama ö 
word, if they ptefer their dw Intereſt am 
Repoſe to the Faveuùf 6f te Alnighty. und 
are more afraid of Men Thur ram only H the 
Body, thun of Co,, ubd caneaſt\borh"Buxy 
and Soul" into Hell Fire ichey are hör, 
cannot be the der vνẽ,uͤbf Crit i\p ry, Wos 
Chl if wo ooo pings Men ir eng 
if We bet to 
them in e View aid Flier Waere 
This is te foment their 


r Paſſions! 
cauſe an Error fr thöir Ohblce, 'by\perverting 


their Judgments, take away the Fear of of- 
tending, 


\ 


rendrin e ; wo A 


are impeccab Nac e moſt fla. 
ee ge 


45 inions, are 
nor IN ex CUHab 5 55 


c hp | 
Chun re, "and 
ecke and betra 


ſo Sy Wa 
uber fa lt Pres 


arpe Invectivesf a | treacherons a 


"—_ 2 3 
others fond Credulity, un ader the facred Name 
of Friendfhip ; p; were bim With Softneß, 


corrbd him bs Balm, and ſown Pil. 

205 tr his K. mM, "that his e 
be be e 04 dead Steg „ and. fatal Security! 
Other In juries 6 ive notice 'of their Approach, 
comè on \ith\ jolence, and ruſh ke Water 
intro bur Bod els; N in wet lile 
Oyl into our » Bone 0 2 and Yip, ag ing and 
kiſſing Nets, aw Br OR Hear 2 4% % 40 
cbe fi fel from his is Farker And in- 
deed it is an ariazing thing £6 1 what 


a Complication of arlce and Pride, of for- 
did Servifity and" cruel Perſidy, of ſottſn Stu · 
Py. and derbe S018 0e. there is found, 


either 


iron mith Reg gion. 


deluded by jr; ſe har, 4 Con. nounc'e 
gi Ele Po ri tha they Leni come. 


and, Fae” Piece of Silo 
fel of .; tread, ſeems; to be the Portion of, the 
one, and God ſecms to haye ſent the o her,. 
ſtrong Deluſtons. that he ſhould believe Lies >. 
For whar is Flartery but a. ſmooth. I yen n 
ter d by a rolled a and well fiłd Tongue 2 A 
Li condemn'd. by natural Juſtice ri 
Reaſon, as well as Chriſtianity, which. re- 
quire us to hove our Nei gbbenrf in Deed, and 
in Truth, as well as in Ford and in Tongue; 
and conſequently he that uſes it to circum- 
vent his Brother, cannot be the Servant of 
Chrift the God of all Truth, for he endea-. 
vours not only to cover, Bopriſn and encreaſe 
the Fruits of Onrighteoufne(7, but [75 change 
the Names aud en of Thi: ngs, calling 
EvilGood, and Good Evi, making Vice paſs 


for Virtne. Deformity for Beauty. Darkneſs 


for Light, Dulneſs for Gravity, Hypocrifie, 
tor true N Paradoxcs for Apothegms, . 

and refin d Nonſenſe tor Sublime Otacles, > | 
that no Virtue an flouriſh, no Merit be te- 


carded, oc found. pinoy dea 0 el 


tither in the Peron that uſes,-or him Hae | 


eee 


„3324 FAR 
to no Man's Perſon, but only to his Fortune, 
(and that only too as long as it laſts, and as far 
as he can commend and devour him, and bury 
his Gifts and Dainties in the open Sepulcher 
of his Throat :) So ho that delights 
jol'd and flatrer'd, and greedily liſtens to the 
Songs of Fools, can never be induc'd to act 
fairly or equitably, by any real Serviees of un- 
biaſs d Fidelity; while he cares not to have 
any Men of Worth or Probity about him, 
but only ſuch glozing Sy as will, up- 
on occaſion, idolize even Stocks and Stones. 
Upon which Account the and more e. 
minent in Power any one is, that is flatter d, 
the more extenſively deſtructive will the a 
buſe of that Power be, while he is careſs'd, 
encourag d and dawb'd, in his Injuſtice and 

Oppreſſion; which made the wiſe Man ob- 

ſerve, that he that calls ſuch an one 2 

(co give a Looſe to his unbounded Appetites 
Prov. 24. the People ſhall curſe, and Nations Jhall ob 
Hor him; it being this execrable Siu of Flat 
tery, which firſt ſet up the Adoration of Prin. 
ces, and the n 


ſhed. But it is welbif thoſe thir b 
minded Paraſites to adore them as Gods, do 
not die a worſe and more terrible Death than 


A- n 


— 


to bimſelf Düvine Honour, amidſt their Pomp 
and Grandeur be ſtricken by am Angel, and 
have their img Deiry confuted by 
Wort, oi h ads er eee 

3. But thirdly: We ate not the Sexvants of 
Chriſt, if we ſeek to pleaſe Men by being 
induſtrious Agents in providing for, and ſatis- 
fying Mens ſinful. Inclinations, in aiding and 
carry ing on their diſnioneſt Purpoſes.. 

For if he that does not hinder or puniſan 
evil Action, when he has Power and Autho- 
fity to do it, is reſponſible for its being perpe- 
trated, and oſten draws a Curſe upon his Po- 
ſterity; if the Ri are ſometimes in- 
voly d ĩn the Deſtruction of the Wicked. fot 
being tod paſſive Spectatoxs of theit Offences; 
if David found it neceſſary on his Death-bed 
to lid his San put to Death thoſe bloody 
Men, whom himſelf, in his palitica! Indul- 


gence had ſuffet d. to live, that tho L 


night no danger be defit'd with Blood: And 

fir was the Spirit's: een of the 

Church.of Roby fas, 

Mews do they deſeryey who learn M 

V they * en's 

Humour's,, pry into their Secrets, obſerve 

their SUSE er * 5 
ouſly 


+ Men pas 18 
2 to gratifie them, by adminiſtring fie. 
quent Objects, and-freſh Provocations to their 
ſinful Deſires, and adding Fuel to their hurn- 

ing Luſts? This is ſuch a baſeneſs of Nature, 
as well as high Predominance of Iniquity, as 
ſnews they love Vice 4s ſuch, take pleaſure 
in the Sins of others only ſor Sin's ſake; and 
having their Conſciences ſear d, help to ad 
the moſt flagrant Turpitude, on purpoſe to 
demonſtrate their deep: rooted Avexſion to 
all that is Good; for had they but the leaſt 
regard for the Honour of God, or the Benc- 
ſit of their Neighbour, they could not rejoice 
ia the enflaming thoſe Abominations which 
proveke the one to Wrath, and derive Dam. 
nation on the other. Such a pleaſing Men 
Rom. 15. for their Deffructios and not Edi cation, 
*  fuch a trepanning, and deadly ingratiating our Wl 
ſelves with their Perſons, as by exciting them WF .. 
to, and combining them in a dreadful State of WI - 
wiltal Impenitence, divides them from, God 
and good Men, is no bettet than a Covenant 
tuith Hell: Curfed is ſuch Kinduef,. for it i 

_ eruel, 1 for. ic is deceitful 

and doviliſh, and dna to 399 och Body 

Nor Soul. * Au cripture comm 


Proms 
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promoting and abetting the Diſdbedience of 

others; teaching ſuch /e1f Traditions out 

of Moſers Chair, as were contrary to the di- 

vine Prerepte, and compaſſing Sea and Land 

to gain Proſelytes,” that they might mprove ' 

and confirm them, in amature and incorrigible 

State of Perdition. Burt as if the great Se- 

ducer of Souls had his Journey-men in all 

Ages, to reſiſt the Light of the Goſpel, and 

enlarge his Kingdom of Darkneſ7, ſuch alſo 

is the attrib of our's, that there are ſe- 

ect Clubs to ſet off damnable Doctrines with 

inſidious Art, and ſhelter them with ſoothing 

Fallacy and Diſtinction: There are Nurſeries 

of Immorality and Profaneneſs, to catechize 

unſtable Vouth in the Myſteries of Iuiguity 

„nd Free-rhinking, and Societies to debauch 

as well as reform Mens Manners; but if we 

would be the Servants of Chriſt, we muſt be 

ſo far from having any Communication with 

ſuch Sons of Belial, that we muſt diſcover 

and ofp JG ſuch Apoſtles of Satan, mark out, 

. ud fly from them as walking Plagues 

that infeck and blaſt all about them, which is 

the falt f bat We owe to the Honour of Vir- 

tue be: 1 they grace ace to the love of Truth. 

which the 1. 05 . "tb the Peace of the 

World, W. e ey diftu 3. and ro the gene- 
5 p LE ral 


p * | 4 
5 
* * 


ral NE of - Mankind: which: they = to 


Men pleaſin s i 


rvert and exterminate; .;; . . 
Fourthly, and laſtly, We are. not the „. 


vants of Chriſt if we make the Praiſe of Men 


the chief End of all our Actions, andr not the 
Approbation of God. 

For this was the Sin of many of the Jews, 
who durſt not 7 25. to be the Meſſiah be. 
cauſe they lov'd the Praiſe of Men, and par- 
ticularly of that aboyemention” d conceited, 
hypocritical Sect, among them, againſt whom 
our Saviour denounces {0 many Moes; who, 
not content with the all. ſeeing Eyes of an om. 


niſcient God, who could beſt diſcern and re- 
ward their Actions, muſt. neceſſarily do all 


to be ſeen f Men. To pray, forſooth, in a 


Claſet, and not in the corners of Streets, was 


to them a real Penance; to faſt in ſecret 
might be perhaps to hunger and thirft after 
Righteouſneſs, but was at the ſame time to 
ſtarve their Credit, and /end Leanneſs withal 
into their Souls, already blown up with Vain. 
glory; and to give A/ms without the ſound 
of a Trumpet, was as wretched and deſpicable 
a thing as to want and receive them; and 
therefore not at all becoming the Gentility 
and Grandeur of theſe preciſe Elders, who af. 
kected, and as they doc, beſt deſerv'd 
mag ni 


i OO CE POg Fu 


1 ent with Ri gion. 


chief Seats in. the Synagogues, and the up- 


per End of the Table at Feaſts; to which 
end alone it was that they were at the Ex- 
pence of Alms, and underwent the Mortifi- 
cation of Faſting and Prayer, that they might 
beg and feed upon the Applauſe of Men. Now 
as our Saviour obſerves, how could theſe Men 
be his Servant that could not believe in him? 
and how could they believe in him while they 


fought and received Honour of one another? 
The ſame Pride that made Chriſt ſeem contem- 


penter's Son, and of no Reputation, made them 
incapable of being the Servants of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe they were before the Slaves of Ambition: 

And the ſame vain Ambition that makes others 
like them, ſeel their on Glory in the Prai ſè of 
Men, and not the Approbation of God, makes 
them deny the Almighty his juſt Honour, and 
glorifie themſelves inſtead of God; whereas 
or Saviour, even when he wrought Miracles 


de confirm his moſt holy Doctrine, ſought not 
anche leaſt his own Glory, in the Elogies of 


Men. See e thou t tell 20 Man, was his modeſt. 
Requeſt tothoſe\ whoſe joyful Gratitude might 
nationally thay e induc” them to publiſh his 
boodneſs in healing them: And when he 


R 3 that 


ptible in their Eyes, becauſe he was the Car- 


ny us ee Light ſhine before Men, it is, | 


magnificent Titles, publick Greeting gs, the 


- : 
{ 
, , : 
* 
. 
4 
1 
I N 
N N 
1 
1 — 
| 
5 " , 
N 
* Ld 
*" 
" 4 
g 
* f ; 
1 . 
0 f 
Bi * + 
I. 


» -—_— 
— — 
— — — 
— 
. — - 
22 
4 


— 

— — - 

.: —A—A,᷑.: — 
— 


, 
. 
« I - — . 
Re — — — OY 
, — - — 
"——_XE MC 
- - — 
: .* I - 
— 8 


24.6 


Mien plea me 


5 that 45 ſeeing our good Works may not ”Y 


much magniſie us as gloriſie our Father which 
is in Heaven. And our Apoſtle, who deter- 
min d to know nothing but Chriſt and bim 


2 Cor. 10. Crucified, bids us whether we eat or drink, 


31. 


or whatever we do, do it all to the Glory of 
God; who as he is the Source of all real Ho- 
nour, ſo from him, and for his ſake, it is beſt 
devoly'd and conferr'd on ſuch as excel in 
noble and upright, in holy and charitable Per- 
formances; ſuch as praiſe and ſerve him in 
Proſperity, ſeek, ſubmit to, and adore him in 
Adverſity, and glorifie him in all their Actions. 
If therefore we follow after the Reputation 
only, and not the Merit of Righteouſneſs; if 
we take the Applanſe of Men, which is not 
always a Teſtimony of Virtue, for Virtue it 
ſelf, and poſtpone our Duty to it; if we are 
ſo unjuſt to Religion, as to prejudice others 
againſt it, by being aſham'd of, and abandon- 
ing it, that we may avoid the Reproach of 
the Wicked; if we diſtruſt our Creator, our 
Saviour and Judge, who can defend his faith- 
ful Servants from the virulent Calumnies, and 
ing Hatred of the World; who can 
acknowledge thom before Angels, juſtiff them 

before bis Father, and reward them wit! 
mortal Glory: In à word, if we faciifice 
he Maimenanee of f Region, the 5 af 
cc, 


PO TOY with” Religion. 


Juſtice, the Practice of Holineſs, the by 
lity of out Conſciences, and the everlalt 
Love and Favor of the grear God, — 


ſufal Men, and gain — — 


we are not, we cannot be the Servants of - 


Chriſt: But are as miſerable and footifle Tranſ- 
greſſors as $247 Was, "who bann Nugbr rb 
be ec the Pegßle, when he had 
by Rebel hon, the Sin h hevat; difobry- 
A GM iv" therefore that Rejettid by him; 
which leads me to the third Head propos d. 
which Was to'ſhew che extreme Folly and 
eG N pe Men, at not to tonti- 
nue the Servants of Cr dt; dut of this at 
another Opportunity. 
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vg. MSN di „ vyE 
ob 10 now perſuade Men, or 
God: or do 77 to pleaſe 

Men ? For if I yet Þ * 
8 Men, I. ſhould not be the Ser- 
14 — Core" | 


1 bc 1 


1 I a former Diſcourſe on theſe 
3 05 words, after having ſhewn the 
1 | | 2 Occaſion of them, I propoſed 
[ 2 < 4: 4 of them under this Me. 


ba 1 Firſt, To enquire: how. dis we might 
"pleaſe Mev, and yet coutins the Servants of 
wen 
0 le$econdly, To point our ſome of the 
chief Inſtances of pleaſing Men, which were 
acdgfiſtent with oF being the Servants of 


re 


5 


1 — 
2 41 
You 4% 


2 25 II. Thicd: 


pleaſing Men rat her than God. 249 
III. Thirdly, To ſhew the impious Folly and 
extreme Danger of ſo ſeeking to pleaſe Men, 
as not to be the Servants of Chrift; and. 
IV. — To ſpeak ſomething by way of 
Application 
As to che firſt of theſe Heads I ſhew'd, 
that we might pleaſe Men, and yet continue 
the Servants f Chriſt, by giving them no 
juſt cauſe of Offence, by complying with 
them in all things innocent; and by 
them all the Good we could, either in 1 
Bodies or Souls. | 
As to the ſecond, I-inſtanc'd in our 
daring to reprove them, in flattering them in 
their Vices, and ſoothing them in their Er- 
rors, in aiding and carrying on their diſhoneſt 
Purpoſes; making the Praiſe of Men the chief 
End of our Actions, and not the Approba- 
tion of God. All which were wholly incon- 
ſiſtent with our being the Servants of Chriſt. 
I proceed now to the third thing propos d. 
which was to ſhew the  impious Folly and 


extreme Danger of /0:/eeking to Pleaſe Aen. 
as not to be the Servants of Chriſt. 


Now this will appear from the following 
Conſiderations. - : 7 


I. Firſt, That ſuch a; ſeeking to pleaſe Men 
betrays us into the baſeſt Compliances, and in- 
to N grie vous and enormous Sins. 

: n. Se- 


4 


2 go been endif 


R3Gecondlyg1 That: uch as hun Nel to ; 
pleaſed. fiequony a hon of ther wiſh, 4 
ed for End. ö en 0 
II Thirdly; That tho facts ſhud entirely 
pPica ſelllen, yet they forteit the Favour of God, [ 


bothiin-this Life, and that whick is to come. 
At And firſt; Fer the firſt Cönſideration, { 
thati ſuth an endeavour to pleaſe” Men, be- 10 
trays us into the baſeſt Compliances, and in- ( 
to many grievous atid enormous Sins. b 
When a Man is reſolv'd to make it his ſole ( 
Buſirieſs und Intereſt to pleaſ others, he lays 
a'Fotitdation for all che ſneak ing Villany, and a 
ſordidt Iniquity, that the innato Corruption of 0 
Human Nature, the enſnaring Pleaſates of the t 
| World, and the malicious Inſtigation of 'Sa- a 
tan cuh lead him inte. He muſt renounce b 
bis Reaſon; ſtifle the Dictates of his Conſci. n 
ene Abandon his Faith to Deify Mens 0 
© * Paſſions, make Virtue and Vice to conſiſt a 
my in certain Cuſtoms, Opinions and Hu- 
mouts, and reduce Religion to Policy, and 
GCodlum to Gain He muſt caſt his Heart 
into tlie Various Folds and Windings of a ſhift- 
ing, dodging Hypoeriſie, file and poliſh his 
Tongue into 45 Lies and plauſible Ab- 
- ſundities; diſtort his Body into a ridiculous va- 
-ritty\ofwbſcquious:Bowings and laviſh Crin- 
ges and be ſo perfe a Maſter of che wily 
il Subtilty 


mga om ens . 


pleaſing Men rather thun od. 28 
1 of the Serpent, ad to have nothing | 
at all to do with . —— 


of the Dove. nA 10 5 
If tis his Intereſt cot A covetous Mun, 
tis convenient the Miſet ſhould be tòld. that 
is better ro fave his Soubby Faſting'and:Ab- 
ſtinence, than by giving Alms: I/ ſatri- 
legious Perſon. is to be courted, a 
Outcry againſt Superſtition and Jdolatry will 
be —— but wet -aMiord:obirgbyingthe 
Church. ler et nA 's no 
If he be himſelf ambitions of Popularity 
and Rule, tis his Duty humbly to bring Pierer 
of Silver, and fall down: before the Heuſta of 
the People, in order to whiſtle, lead about, 
and ride them; but if they ſhould happen to 
be ſet on Miſchief, then like Aaron, he muſt Exod. 32. 
make them a golden Calf. ot like Herod, not ** 
only kill James, but Proceed; to tate Petar AG 1a. 
alſo to pleaſe them. e noi. 3 
If he finds that ins Dios Gerving ee e 
riſe ro Wealth and Honour, by fiding withra 
ſeditious and ſturdy, a lawleſs, debauchd and 
ſchiſmatical Faction; then tis his Cue to ru 
of Peace, but have War in his Heurt to 
plead for Moderation with a bitter Zeal; to 
call Diſobedience to Eccleſiaſtical Laws an an- 
different thing, Rebellion a ſeaſonabls De- 
2 * 9 Liberty, and — 
: K 
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Luhe bf bur Cpautrey; Hereſie and Infidelity 
ü Right exerting Reaſon ; and Im- 
morality-ahd'/Unckanneſs, the Failings for- 
ſooth; and Bark-/taings of the Saints, which 
God will not ſeclirl his Elec. | 
|  bolnwwword, he that ſeeks only to pleaſe Men 
Jude 16. fſiUheve their fortiſh Perſons In Admira- | 
 How\:by1r0n/on of Hdtantage, receive flagi- 
25 — for ſound Doctrines, embrace 
af He them with a ſtupid and irrational, 
a blind ati implicic Submiſſion ; he muſt de- 
Mk hit Hondür und defie Shame, to be ſer- 
vide to bear falle Witneſs for, and be coun- 
tenant M by ſenffl Miſcreants; pretend to be 
4 Patflot for the Publick, but really conſult 
Rs Pripate Advancement; break through Gra- 
td Humanity to carry on ſelfiſh De- 
di Kcrifte Al that is Good and Holy to 
2 pride and boundleſs Ambition of 
ober Fröuy n- 'Tranſpreſſors being ſtrangely 
drowſie and remiſs in doing Juſtice, or de- 
the" Truth. ber be vigilant, active 
atict im pr Miſchief, and inde- 


a 
bow mrs Error; ſo tickling itch- r 
and echoing the moſt abſurd and a 
—— as to betray even a ſacred a 

icrithinat\Condeſcenſions ; ; to Pro- , 
Fogg not right things, to invent " 
Diſtenions, pervert and Wreſt che 
4 a 
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Seriptures to palliate-Men's:prodigiouddaiſts, 
— — no true Teal, for the Glary of 
God, no heaxty OCongcern for, they Salra- 


tion of his own. Sou, en pious rag auth 


chat of his Brethren iu Hpen hilly {AG | 
count no wonder if by Making Arrifieecand 


Diſſimulation, Guile, ang, Flattery his SAnſtant 
Practice; 5 by being inſtrumental in: pagukiag 
of, and living by other, Mens Iniqui es ine 
becomes a through · pac i and inv etæsxe Sin 
ner, loyes Vice in himſelf, and hugs ip, cn pr 
chers; and having his Conſcience fear d And 
his Mind deſtitute of thoſe; excellent, .Prin- 
ciples and Graces which ſhould-influencs, and 
diſpoſe him to follow aſter Rightecuſngſs, and 
reſiſt and eſchew Evil; tbe longer her li veß 
the more wickedly he imprqyes in lica- 
ted Guilt, and hardly ever, comes tp gepend 


but continues to the End,, a Slave tai his own, 


and other Mens Sins, which certainly is che 


worſt kind of Bondage — f 271 795 1 Un 5 rot 
But now, afl er ſuch uncomely A 


able Actions beneath a Man, 2 


unworthy of a Chriſtian, aſter all theſe Tricks 
and Ambiguities, this poor - ſpitited benging 
and yielding to Inferiors, ſulſom and gawib- 
ing Celebrations of Equals, and heatheniſh 
idolizing Superior, for Applauſe and Proſn. 
It It woo be very hard you willGyq thas ſach 


* 
* 
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an humour- hunting Wretch, ſhould ſerve the 
World; che Fleſh, cd the Devil for nought; 
that when he has us d the fawning of a Dog, 
the vraſt of a Nox, in hopes one Day to rage 
like 1 Bios, he ſhould be ſoundly drab and 
beapen off like an AM. 

And yet herein farther appears the Folly 
and Daugetr of ſo ſeeking to pleaſe Men, as 
not to be ih Servants of Chriſt, that ſuch as 
thus el to pleaſe Men frequently fall ſhort 
of their deſir d End; drt is er ſecond thing 
to be oonſider d. 

- HH. — be ay fx'd or Certain 
Rules given for" the Men-pleaſer entirely to 
depend upon. There is ſuch a manifold ya- 
riety of Fempers: Opinions, and Fancies in 
the World and ſome are of ſuch perverſe and 
wayward Diſpoſitions, that they hardly know 

What will plenſe them. Others are at ſeveral 
times ſo widely different from themſelves in 
their Humours and Appetites, according to 
the different Counſels they purſue, and Cir- 
cCutiſtanees tliey are in; a withal, there arc 

ſo many Accidents and Cafualties of Human 
Life) wholly out of all mortal Power to fore. 
ſre or breuett, that tho” a Man never fo dex- 
| *endexyonts to pleaſe, yet he cannot 
abſ6}arety RAE his Intereſt, or eſtabliſh his 


Credie Hereby'; and conſequently his r 
{5 gy o1- an 
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and Expectations muſt often be fraftrated;. 
for All, cannot poſſibly de:plca/id, -nior many 
long. d nin, ot Hen ef ad nodw 1545 
As for thoſe, who, are uprigbi, ingenuonc, 
holy, and wiſt, they can approved of ab. 
jet Means and ſiniſter Nractices. dfctempos 
rizing. Fraud, and complaiſant Shuſſting / to 
cajole Sinners, as knowing that the. Etiend - 
ſhip of ſuch as uſe it, is only Intereſt on Vain · 
glory diſguiſed. their Principles ever chan 
ging and vcering about upon every 3a: of 
Afairs, and their Religion a Mixture of vile 
Cowardice, and damnable Hypoeriſie ; and 
therefore however good Men may charitably 
compaſſionate their Perſons, and pray that 
God would reduce them to a right Mind. yer 
they cannot commend, much; fs ewe, ot 
confide in, their Actions; For, as the Mirman 
obſerves, he right eons condemn, and deteſt po- 10 
falſe Hearts, — deceitful Fougues., ot 2omits- 
Wicked Mev indeed}. may. for; a, wbile:apt: 
plaud and careſs the ſedulous Inſtramachrs of 


their ſcandalous Plealures, hn erties 
vines of 725 bergen 
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8 diouſneſs; or whether it be that the Almigh- 


z. they ſhall tai long, but catch nothing, but 


Projects, and ſecure the Greatneſs" and Re- 
| poſe of thoſe whoſe. Tools they have been. 
So that whether it is,” that there can be no 
firm or laſting Friendihip between Evi/-doers, 
(as — founded on Virtue and Integri. 
ty, as well as Similitude of Manners) who 
| therefore'are apt like Thieves to fall out a- 
bout their Dividend; or that ſueh is the In- 
conſtancy of double-minded Sinners, 'who are 
unſtable in all their Ways, who muſt have 
new Faces to carry on new Vices; that they 
dare not long truſt thoſe who have already 
been too intimatE, or are unwilling amply to 
reward ſuch as have betrayed others, leſt they 
themſelves wofully experience the like Perf. 


ty Governor of the World: delights to daſh 
and confound the filly Contrivances, and vain 
Imaginations of ſubdolous Men, to take Care 


rather be talen in their own Nets and Gins: 
There have not been wanting in all Ages and 
Countries, remarkable Inſtances of ach; who 
have been ready to do any thing, yet never 
got any Preferment; of ſupple 01s. who 
have kiſs d every Body, and not gain'd one 
Friend; of Givers of Treats and Bribes, who 
inſtead. of being thank d, have been derided 
and er of paſſionate Admirers of Ap- 
* q plaulc 
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plauſe, who have mer with conſtant Re- 

ä proach, and indelible Ignominy ; of Traytors 
who have been facrificed by thoſe that em- 
ployed them, and Knaves reduced to Beggary 
by thoſe very Patrons they laboured by baſe 

Offices ro fery 1 

Many, ſaith Solomon, ſeek the Ruler's Fa- Prov. 19 
vour, varniſſi his Faults. and gild his Imper- 26. 
fections, yet every. Man's Judgment cometh 
from the Lord. One obſequiouſly proſtrates 
himſelf upon the Ground, and ſuffers others 
to walk over him, in hopes at laſt to riſe and 
ſpurn them to the Earth: Vet ſuch is the juſt 

Diſpenſation of Providence, that after all his 

Crouching, he remains ſtill a Foot ſtool, to be 

trodden, and -trampled upon. = 

And though another, for being a Sycophant, 

is perhaps at length advanc'd, yet either be- 

cauſe he knows not how to uſe Proſperity; ' 

or is the Object of Envy, or aſpires too high, 

or by ſtrange Extortion and Oppreſſion ren- 

ders himſelf odious; the ſame Perſon that 

raiſed him out of Caprice, may as ſoon throw 
him down, to ſatisfy public Fuſtice; or his 
own prevate Fealouſie; and then he falls not 
only unpitied, but becomes as contemptible 
and forlorn as a fallaciaus Stateſman uſually 


is, and deſerves to _ wc his Mask is ta- 
88 off. 
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3 Who was ever a more fortunate Minion 
for a while, than Mamas, ' before, whom all 
the King's Servants were commanded to bow, 
to whom the King gave his Ring, and the 
Silver, and the People alſo, to do with 
them as it ſeemed. good to him: And even 
the Queen invited him to her Bauguet? Vet 
when he maliciouſſ y, contriv'd to deſtroy the 
Queen and her. Nation, for want of a little 
Court- Homage in Mardecai; though he had 
erected a Gallows for him, whom he thought 
guilty of High. Ireaſou, for not bowing to 
him; by a ſudden Reverſe of Fate, that very 
Man who deſpiſed him, and whoſe Death 
he therefore ſought, he found to be the Per. 
lon the King delighted to honour, was forced 


like a Slaye, to attend him in his Triumph, | 
and to complete his Ruine, himſelf inherited | 
the Gibbet he had prepared for Mordecai, 
and Mordecai enjoyed Haman's Eſtate and Wi 
r 
80 thar conſidering bon Tiles, Chances, if * 
and-the Hearts of Men, are in the Hands f b 
God. who Kae, of them ail 4s fend, Ny * 
beſt to bus righteous Wiſdom, Virtue and In. . 
regriry is ſomerimes rhe Price of Fayour, and WY | 
Market of Honour, while Vice and Diſho- WF f, 
neſty is rejected and baffled. . For though it 5, 
be true, that the Race is not always to th! 0 
8 Dunk oli 11% On Swift, the 
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Swift, nor the Battel to the Strong, nor 
Riches to Men of Skill, nor yet Bread to 
Men of Onderſtanding ; yet it is alſo as true, 
that neither is gracious Acceptance always to 
the Men-pleaſer, nor gap'd-for Dignities to 
the Time-ſerver, nor deſired Wealth to the 
Publican, nor ſecure Impunity to thoſe who 
fell their Countrey, nor ſolid Reputation to 
ſuch as pant after Fame, nor Reſt and En- 
joyment to ſuch whoſe Ambition and Cove- 
touſneſF induces them to /ay up Goods and 
Grandeur for many Tears, not knowing how 
ſoon their Souls ſhall be required of them, 
and then whoſe ſhall theſe Things be? 

And indeed as there is no Deſign worth 
carry ing or on by Falſhood and Villany, ſo there 
is ſcarce any good or lawful one at leaſt, 
which may not more ſafely and wiſely be 
atchieyed by Truth and Juſtice : Strict Ve- 
racity, open Sincerity, and clear Dealing be- 
ing the 17 likely and amiable Methods to 
accomp pliſh good Deſigns, to procure the beſt - 
Friends and the feweſt f koentes; to afford a 
Man a rational Hope, and chearful Courage, 
to ſupport . bim under any Difappointmene 
he may meet with, in kis honeſt Underta- 
kings, and cauſe him to find Grace in the 

1 WM ih: of God and good. Men; fo that even 
+ WH ole who are in 98e and high Degree, if 
S 2 they 


7 he 2 ok Fall of. 


i are Men af inward; Worth, fand, excel. 
lent Spirits, ill; nor value him the leſs for 
being no flattering Men ꝑlenſer hut rather 
the more, for net applying himſeęlf t ſuch 
ignoble; Arts, and curls. Policigs, as are pro. 
per to hungry Paraſiler, who ſpeak not their 
0wn; Words, not think hin own Thoughts, | 
but whollyenflaycthemſelyesraghe Thoughts, 
Words, Humours, and Luſts of others. 

But among the: ſundry irrational Methods 
of contiliating Haun and Benevolence, 
there is one very odd; and uſually unſuc- 
ceſsful, countenancei by ſuch H Politici- 
ans, as being Children F theo, yet 
willing to be thought Children of Light too, 
would fain perſuade e rag 
that in order to pleuſe Men, tis both pru 
dential, ſafe, and religibus, x6 Are, 
love, and gratiſ their Enemies, a to neg- 
lect, ſlighit, and abangon their known and 
tried Friends; not reflecting, that though 

we are bound ſo ti loue our Huemits, as to 
pity and relieve them in their Wants and 
Extremities, to forgive them when they have 
offended,” to labour to be roconciled to them, 
and even to pray for the turning of their 
= Hearts; yet we are not obliged ſo to , 
3 and advance them to our Boſoms, as to dif 
card our ancient Friends, whoſe Fidelity A 
the 


plaaſing Mien rather than God. 26 1 


the greateſt Eigencies We hays fully expe- 
rien a. Fbr though ee ar comtriatided to 
4% n Men, yer are Me enjoined 
to 10% 6 eee t0"rb& Flouſbold of 
Faith; thou h an Hukenp may be eſteemed 
a8 a NE Aru — ſome Neighr 

hour and Friends to be AHiH⁰japL from 
others, ahd more peculiath tobe /tteated as 
our ſelver , and that by he. Rules of Grati- 
tude and Juſtice, as well as Self preſer vation, 
which are not inconſiſtent with the Rules of 


the Goſpel. F or if it be not enough to for- 


give the Injuries done by our Euemieu, but 
we muſt» alſo fo forget all the Kindnefſes we 
have received from, or oe to our Friends 
and Bentfactors, then thete ãs an End of Ge- 
neroſity y Gratitude and Equity; in vain is 
Friendſhip eſteemed facred and inviolable; 
then twas à ſimple Fondneis in David ito 
hew'Kimdueſs:+0 Mephiboſherh, for the fake 
of onut han, or offet to prefer aged Birzillai: 
And out Saviour himſelf was poſſibly to 
blame, for admitting St. | Fob: his{}6e/5ved 
Diſciple — 2 his Breaſt, and not 
adit him off; to make room for the Trays 
for Judagriimg 243 10k, wx, e nova bas 
But what is the common Reſult of ſuch 
Mens) pretended Piety in pleaſing and gna: 
Hing their Huemies, by deſerting their 
1 Friends, 
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” and being guilty of that baſe In- 
gratitude, which is odious to God and Man? 
Why, they arm the one againſt themſelves, 
without changing their inveterate Rancour, 
and alienate the Affections of the other; and 
tis well if they are not betrayed or oppreſ- 
ſed by the one, and not aſſiſted by the other 
in their greateſt Need; for when the Service 
of Friends in Adverſity is not to be reward- 
ed, and the Friendſhip of Foes in Proſperity, 
is to be bought, it is not impoſſible, but 
that the Corruption of Humane Nature may 
prove to be ſuch, that every Man will fer 
not only his Kindneſs, but agar wes at 
the higheſt Price. 

Others there are, n pelle a Set of 
Libertines, and be eſteemed expert Deme- 
goguec, do maintain and extol the = 

and Privileges, the Dignity and Majeſty of 
our Sovereign Lords, the People placing in 
them the eel Fountam of all Power, 
and inveſting them with the ſole Prerogatiye 
of diſpoſing and regulating all Things, as well 
Sacred as Civil. Whereas'he 'who depends 
upon, and hopes to pleaſe the giddy, raſh, 

and unthinking Multitude, builds his Houſe 
and Fortunes upon the Sand, truſts himſelf to 
the Inconſtancy of Winds, and Fury of the 


Seas, and what „e. to the . 
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the People, whoſe Love is as dangerous as 
their Hate; who upon the leaſt Suſpicion of 
Injury done unto them, ſtick not in their 
Rage do Sacrifice that very, Perſon whom 
they had before choſen to rect and govern 
them; and not being capable. through Igno- 
rance or Paſſion, Levity or Prejudice, to 
make any ene Judgment of Things. or Per- 
ons, will where their, Power is not reſtrain- 
ed. and their Commotions ſeaſonabiy quell'd, 
reduce all Government, both Temporal and 
Spiritual, into the utmoſt Har and An- 
archy. „ eM J 1 

Who then but ſuch Cation, as Deme. 
trius, and his Silver-Shrine-Makers, cou'd 
think the Voice of the People to be a hea- 
venly\Voice,-when the. Mex of Epheſus cry'd 
out far be pace af te Hours together, | 
great ig Diana of the Epteſ an, eſpecially AG 19. 
when the Aﬀembly wes fo confuſed, that the x8. 31, 
greateſt art thereof lic not why or 
ver gere they were come tegether? 

Did nor, rhe fame People, of Feruſalem en- 
deavour - 9, make our Faviour a King by 
Force, Ho/anne'd him into the City, and yer 
ſoon; after Sts ans 4 Robber before him, 

and would not ee enn his Cru- 
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ien hang on St. Paus. Hun. the 
lar laroum People immediately conclude him 
WO Mardever. but if he cateh 0 Ham 
2 their Minds, and ꝓroclaim him a GO 
when che Alen of Nins had una. 
vote d Pau . G46; and Would 
D to him. yet being ſtirr d 
As 14. up by the Neue, they alſo changed their 
1 19. Mads eee hitty and drew him qut of the 
City bſunpoſiug Ge Had been dad, 
Whence we may learn what. fit and pro- 
per Perſons the People are to ple; Kings, 
ft. up... Religions, and com ſernatèe Apoſtles ; 
and what. a dangerous Folly it is ſor wicked 
Men to ſeck to p/ca/e them, for oblique Ends, 
Who thus us d Ohtiſt and his Servants, who 
had no other Aim but to remove their Errors, 
and Neal their Diſtempers both of Body and 
Mind. 408» BUD eee eee einen 
But Thirdly, Suppoſing that ſuch as prefer 
the Favour and Applauſe of Men, before the 
Service: of Chriſt, ſheuld entirely pleaſe Men, 
:Fet>they forfeit cher Fay our of Go, both in 
this diife and char which. is to cone 
It is not in the Bower of Man to ſave us 
from Deſtruction, xo juſtiſte us When we have 
\\{inned, to give us Pee of Conſcience —_ 
we gome to die; but Grace and Merey, Pa 
n and Redemption, | and wei good 05 
Come! 


pleaſing Men rather than God. 265 i 
cometh᷑ m God alone who beſtoweth them 
only on fuchh 48 ſerve und worſhip him in 
Spirit amd in Tru ee 
However Men pleuſers may vatiily hope 
to Roche Heaven ahd-Harth! Ci and 
Belial, yet there is no hing Fwwo Maſters, 
for either 404 ſhall lav the\one" ani hate the 
other vr eum to the vie and Heſpife "the o- 
ther; wr bunnot ſerbè God and" Mammon. 
He therefore that for love of the World will 
obey Men rather than His Maker. catinot love 
God 4: for the Love of che nid i Enmity 
with Cod, and he that labouts to pleaſe Men 
for his vw Prot, aid not for their Edi- 
fication;)'\ferves not th Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
but his Belly. His Buſineſs is eating and 
drinking land taking Morley, and conſequent- 
he cannot be accepted of the Almighty, 
ho requires us to honour and adore him with 


er all our Heart; Soul und J urength; and there- 
be WI fore; however great aud flouriſhing/in Pro- 


ſperity. ſuch a one may be far) A time, yet 
being ſet in \ ſlippery Plucet, he will either 
come ſuddenly; to a\fearful Lud. or God will 
deſert him in His old Age. or Sickneſs; or 
when, Dzftreſs. or Calamity Hall fall upon 
him, he hal call upon Cod, but be will 
not hean be ſhall cry, but he will not anſiver ; 
tor he went greedi(y after Gain, to calum- 

| | n1are 


| hates} and habed v be red which God 


niate 2 Seeg 3 
w bleſs.y aud beſũ rbe Coutrous un the 
Almighty \abhans: He coumtenancid Halſhood 
and forrictred; Diſcard / not remembring that 
Chriftis Truth, cant} his HNudy ir un, und the 
Rents ohh, Ipir it an Peate and Love - 

He aſſiſted and flatterd Men in their Tranſ. 
greſſſons, lovd the ways of Sin which God 


requires; cnſenreũ co. Robbery, and was a 
0 ompùni⁰ with Auulterers, not 
thar Chriſt is / Righreonſhe/#;; and came to 
take away Sin, the ages whereof is Death; 
but he ſought the Praiſe of Men, and not 
the Approbation of Cd, und receiv'd his thin, 
airy Reward here below; a ſorry Pittance for 
che L6K of eternal Glory: He' truſted in and 
pinn u His Religion upon che Anm f Hloſb, 
and ſo by diſclaiming his in God's Af- 
ſiſtande, forfeits all Pretenſions to- lis Bleſ 


ſing and Protection; for as the Prophet ob- 


* curſed ir abe — — in 
20 555 Cd SSN Vac LSU wo 


' Wherefore when Chriſt Gold anwecis i 
Sey take an Aocount of his Servants, 
and the Talents he entruſted them with, then 
the ſneaking Hen -pleaſer;ithat had many Ma. 
ford, chat inherited Cauaun s Curle, = be a 
| ervait 


Maſs — pay 


Servantiof Servants; Mhoſe Paſhonkbe was/, 
ſolicitous co gratifie, and thereby advanced and. 
improv'd! himſelf rather in Craſt and Slavety 
than Wiſdom and Honour a; ĩnſtrad of hearing 
that bleſſed Euge, better than allutie empæ 
P ricks of the World Mell done, than 
good and Faithful Servant; enter chow. ino 
the Joy of it hy Lord; /hedhall be; cut aſunden 
and have bi, Portion: deut h Hypocr it es, be 
caſt into.phe Late f Sulphur, here:is end- 
lels Woe railing and. gnaſbiug of Teeth, 
v here rhei llſorm of Conſcience; never) dies. 
and the Rire of God's Wrath ig reer 
quenched... MAN arty o ob ad nid 


Now toy ſpeak. ſomething by way of Ap: 


plicationgi1 11101. s 2 wold org has A yas 
If ſuch bei the impious Folly, and extreme 


Danger of ſ6\/eekeng to plaaſe Men a pott to 
be the Her uunt f brit. let us not fear or 
latter Men; whom Mor he all can ſdune and 1.51 , 8 


Mormitut; but rather fur the Land, and 
ſeek to pleaſe him: who is our Light undꝰq alt Prov. 27. 
vation, \ whoſe 'CounſebSſbutl\ftland:faf? when " * 
buman Devices ſhall come to naugii; whole 
Power iscinfinice, his Goadne/s unchangenble. 
whoſe Promiſes are inviolable, and, hee 
Righteouſneſs and Mercy euduretii for n. 
Let us not proſtitute our Freedom and Ho- 
peſty; our „ the dubigns 


Favour 


458 . 


Fav f- powerfet Offenders, WH hape 
Graves in rhei Smiles and Trapb in their 5% 
%% And meg ef Brenfts ; bür det us dy 
to plane C vin Out rue: pfiend, h dl 
ford und he Will never derbe ihr fer ſake 
thoſe who truſt in him, but will reward them 
with an exceddrng 466 Let bim 
thaflwoult have che Repütztich bf Wiſdom 
become i Fb rothe World," thut he may be 
wiſe unto Gb, lenoumce the earthly and de- 
viliſh#//5/dom of burn Politicians, to hold 
faſt the ſaving Precepts of the Goſpel: Not 


building! his Fortune upon Shifts and Cringes, 
Deluſion and Equivbcation, to the Rüin of 


his Conſcience and Damnation of his Soul, 
but hy | 


"Chriſtian Sincerity, and Manly Toni. 
tude by a knowing, "charitable and conſtant 
Zenbt for: the Truth, by an unſhaken Faith, 

unblameable Life, and uwearted Diligence in 

Glory add the Happineſs of 
Mankind, provide for himſelf an Inheritance 


inthe: Heavens that: fatleth not away.” 
|  +Andeſpeciallydetithoſe'who-are: Seetwitrds 
of the. tuly Myſteries," nor preach themſebves 


2 Chι¹ not only inftrudt the: Ignorant in 


Meeknels, but admoniſſi and rebulè the Li- 
centioub the Froward und Impeniterir, with 
all Authority; not c any Doctrines 

to de inculcaredin a debauch' d Age, 
Slckrto L | | | bat 


pale Meme it] 


but enegnntring praphapeneſß. war velliag che 
Myſtery af Iniquity,c. anduaxpoſing the Sa- 
philtry of Error, and ſo putting home. Right 
reonſueſt, Temperance, and H adgme ut to ceme 
to Mens Hearts, as to make H, A Felix to 
tremble. wor lin an and ny wy ove Jol 
For if the,\Embaſſodors ef Cbriſt prove 
falſe to their Miſſion, wavrring in their / Pro- 
feſſion, and conſtant only to Factianπν e 
ſeeking great Things for themſelves, and 
therefore beginning in the. Spirit, and ending 
in the Hlaſh, painting out Vices in, agreeable; 
Colours, and obſcuring, Virtues with dark Gloſ- 
ſes: If they ſhall make, Chris Toke eaſier 
than it is, by; magnify ing Faith to ſhut out 
od Nona, or widen the trait Gate bya 
t WM comfortable; Latitude, to let in ſuch as Hruin 
at Gnata, and yet ſeuallnu Came ls; and ſd b 


apopulat Indulgence make the broad Way thut 
leadethi toi Deſtruct ion. o rbe comprebenſroe | 
Way that eadeth to Life; if they. toi gaz 
Repute or Riches by pronn Fraudt, Halb ad- 
apt Religion to corrupt Diſpoſitions, and vitia- 

ted Palares; or like Hirelingr faffer theit q he 
10 go aftrey,\ and become a Frey to Mader in 
Heep Cloathing, or like che «nut Stewarid” 
flifie their Tnuſl. and compound with their 
Lord's Drbtons, bidding one ſet dum fifty: 
ee of beat, unben un bundred Leute 

„ 


God. 2 _ 


650 The arif wad Folly of 
5 Os — mace, ene be rheir doom when they 
uf 7 their Stew- 
by Hh SHE of their Bre. 
tht Shoe. { Rive mad Merthandi/s 
of >thoth"thiey hy Foo ute Sektion 
and aqintd u variee and Oppreſſion 
auch hom like Cin they have rather mur. 
e thin ker ſhall be vequird at their 
Hur. Rund bewever they have been re- 
cbivd here, of c into Meus Houſes, they 
Ahalther'be recaivY into! the hen vengy Jeru. 
er a Hiakiny to then. 
folder Friends of the Manmon of Unrigh- 
beet, is contrary- to our Saviour's h. 
Aal. n will' be füre to Hur them out 
from everlaſting Flabitations Dold nö 
But if in fit reefs” of Mind 
they all Vent the" Truth from their Hearts, 
aud abhor all Guile} if be ir being ackiye in ther 
bold and *eſdkit in oppofitig Feds. 
Vers, dung to conftont Vice, "thought neyer 
bo potent aud YNfPribis) they fall ict n 
the Beauty of Holineſt, and Deformity of 
Tranſgreſſion, condemn Schiſinaticte, though 
their Name be Legion, enforce Submiſſion to 
Magiſtrates for Conſcience. ſale, without fear- 
3 ing the virulent Pens, or frowning Brows of 
ſtiff-necked Rebels: If like their Saviour they 
ſhall Pluck off the Vizard from Scribes and 
Phar i ſees, 


es ge uf? 


" K 


wr —_ -- 4: 
pleaſmgVMenrathertbat God. 211 
Phartſets, pierce into theji 3 Windung: 

un 5 Powers of t 
of the Goſpel and pr —. th Ov 
38 becomes choſe y hom he has peculiariy cho- 
ſen to lmitate his Life,, and Repreſent his eter- 
nal Prieſthogd; In a word) if \rhey., make. ir 
their ſole Buſineſs, that Whether they Hafer 
or rejoige, whether they lius on die, or what - Rom. 14.8 
ſoever they do, they may in Knowledge and 
lnocence, in Humility and Patience bel the 
true, cordial; and indefatigable Ser uanti of 
the Lord mary 4p Ow ir, is acer 


Mk 14 
moſt abſolute Princes.: 
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ought W 7 
their Crowns, in Reſignation and Obedience : 
Then iſhall+ they be admitted ag ge _ 
Gueſts to the Marraage-feaft of tbe, I. | 


. wich ri, e: Derones mich ow 
yer in h Kingdom, and d made Kings, aud 


Gr e God for cuen aud euer. 2d 0! 
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MATTH. i iv. ** 3 fatty part, 


1 It i is written, Thou Halt not 
2 2 the Lord thy God. 


EIS IN the * arte this Cha pter 
vo have Satan, the NG to 
God, and inveterate and impla. 

gs, cable Enemy to Mankind, by the 


: racking the ſecond Perſon of the ever · bleſſed 
and glorious Trinity, with ſundry kinds of 
© ſtrong and wilely Temptations; to admoniſh 
us not to expect to be free from theſe ſevere 
and arduous Trials, from which the Son of God 

| himſelf was not exempted. The old Serpent 
well verſed and experienced in malignant Fraud 
Virulence, having already ſhame- 

fully foiled and worſted the Fit - 
about how to circumyent anc 


bal the Second. And . indeed it be. 
| ys - | boxed 


A Frmpterig Gul. 


bored bim to erer the whole Devil, baving 
to deal with that bleſſed Seed of the Woman, 
who was fatally to'br15/e bis Head, to put an 
end to his*Empirc/in the World, ro ca- hint 


por hint up, that: he ſhould deceive the Nu. 
tions ub more. This he had heard' was the 
Deſign of Clirift's being "manifeſted in the 
Fleſb; but whether ir was that he vainly 
hoped,” that though our Saviout's Human No. 
ture was immaculate, and free from Sin, he 


might'haply be faffered to deceive him too, 


25 he had done our firſt Parents, who were 
alſo created Imocent; of Whether ſuch was 
his Blindneſs and Ignorance through his end: 


leſs and indelible Guilt, that he did not al- 


ly know; or ach bis 
gainſt the Per ſon 
might not at 
Man, who was to work his Overthrow, was 
God as well as Mau; or whether if he did 
know it, he might yet 
the Divine and Hana Nature in one Perſon 
being ſuch a and inſerutable Myſtery, 
Cbriſt ar Mun nüght be indut d to waver and 


butragious Malice 4. 
of 'our Redeemer, that he 


ſtagger in the Notion of his 6wn Divinity; 
however to elude the 
perſuade our 


he was refoly'd"ro' 
Predictions concerning hirnſelf, to 
Say ior" PE Proofs of bis 
* is. * * ber 


into Ihe bottorleſs Pit, al but him and 


preſent conſider that the S f 
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every Word that: proceeded out of the Mouth 
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Godhead as ado cabs „ 


ly fall upon proving his Divinity, b 
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preſumption upon his. Father's. Protection, or 
too great a Aut .of his Providence. For 
this Purpoſe the Devil, like a reſtleſs and fub- 
tle. Adverkary, 'tho” ſtrenuoully zelifted: by our 
Redeemer, ſtill puts him upon his. Guard by 2 
freſh» Onſet; though often repulled, as often 
renews his Batteries; throws, Dart aſter Dart, 
though they. are ſore to be caſt back upou 
himſelf; having determined, however | over- 
came, not to quit the Field, but maintain the 
Conflict; and weaken his triumphant Enemy, 
by making him weary of his reiterated Con- 
queſts. . Therefore having in vain endeavoured 
to perſuade our Saviour not to wait till big Fa- 
ther ſhouldrelieve his Hunger, 8 
turning 
Stones into Bread; and having oblery'd allo 
that. be broke the force of his Temptation by 
an apt Application of 2 Text of Scripture, 


Mtimating, that Men might as well live — 


2 — hr pang ame _ 


dut of their Hands 4 


With that which ſhould 


al to hitn, 'ndttiel 1 4 
den Rupendbus Height 
ee ger a, 
| Li of any 

thing But Futmanite n an © 


Humanity to fipport 


N 


fs in the. Concluſion than was contain- 


75 ek fo 5 thee, i in all ** 1 6 
| 7 


. 3 252 15 12 9 5 him; but to ſhew us that 


Pk Fa ove told the Devil, that he wa 


The fone , 
nn and ſq inferring full. 


2d: in the Premiſes: | For the Words of the 
1 are, He ſhall give hat Angeli charge 


Religion ſhall, warraut; 
, ſuch devious Courſes, 


+ nor yer enter. into any long 
, much leſß bring a,nailing 


Hor be dept a 


re, is to. e a true one; 
Bp anhy Seduce of Hull, with 
© this ſhort | 1 0 Text, I i written, Thos 
Hals nat tempt the Lord thy God. In ut 


gent and, appoſite Anſyver,. be Neem of 


4. 96/1 a Man, and therefore cas not 
x bing #0. . and yer, ypon, the Su 
8 iy as bot meer Nan, be m 


0 ey bow 18 Ws, tha 2 


2 


1 . Ste 
and et 


wilfully caſting himſelf 3 
the divine Protecbion- 18 N 72 
The Words of the Text are d. bx 2D 
Saviour out of Deuteronomy 6. 757 where 
the Iſraelites are commanded nat 10 rempt 
God, as they did at Maſſab. It ſeems Wear 
told in Euodur 17. Y. 27. that at that Place 


the People being very thirſty ſor Want 'bf 
Water, jealouſly and impatiently demanded 
of Maſer, whether Cod was among, an?, 
Now though this be ope'way! '« rompting. 
Cod, yet foraſmuch as the, Words of the 
Text are of a large extent, and though .ſpo- 
ken hoth in the Old and New. Teſtameht, on 
a particular Occaſion, may yet be taken fot a 
general Hrecpe; I ſhall beg leave to treat 
of them as ſucb. and in ellen . 
courſe, brnolfpep wa! ben an eee 
I. Firſt, To ſhew more ar. lange what it is 
to. cempe God, and the ſeyeral unn 
Men may be ſaid to cempt C. 
i Secondly, To thew the impions Fol... 
band toral.Canſequences:of Sempring Cod; 
anch eaproc 3:7; Na V ABC 12 2 


III. Thirdlx, T fy 


VO bahay dards 1 
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r 
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"The — Ways 


Abd fit,. 'Whar ir is 46.0 
Now to tempt uſually — 


9 or fit a Perſon, whoſe Virtues, Qualities and 


| Powers, either we our ſelves are ignorant and 


doubr of; or: deſign hy an Experiment to en- 


Wahren. ſatisſie — remove the Ignorance, 


and Diſſidence of othets. 
Word is ſometimes taken in a gu — — 


when a Man in a juſt Cauſe, a proper Seaſon, 

ther's Prudence or Integrity: — 
as: alſo 

God is ſaid in Scripture — — 


and 


by cquitable Methods. ſhall explore 


out of any Doubt or in 

mighty, how Man's Heart — 
to admoniſh and convince him of his Frailty, 
encreale his Humility, exetciſe his Patience, 


reward his Virtue, and recommend his Faith 


to the World. Aud thus God is 
4 and his e roo Ge 
particular Caſes mentioned in holy Writ 


wherein ene Men were allowed to 
: el Signs" * 
ſections to others, 


* 30. 01 2 


| God by Signe and Wonders to — 


a > 
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by Ann Inſtihd 
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righteous Prince, to demand 


though no very 


— for Fire from Hea 

2 et be — 

Tempt is alſo often —.— 2 

———— — 
ſe, 


would have done our Saviour 
our ſelves — 
—_ yan ror ny el —— 
them, or fall — be 
pk "pen metre nd corn 
—— as the N e 
wig Pr pre vom and enrusg 8 % 
accuſe him, 9 | 
CN — this word 7. 1 
jn the 'Texc to — —.—. = 20 
. 7 
or Actions, — Sjecty te 15 
citherVdiret Var 
| * 
| * or indirectly,” zl 


entering upon ſuch 
don 

— — needleſs Probs with 
rn hk 


T 4 


a Sign for the 
tie Tofrudfion of his People; and: 


as when the 
Devil is faid to intice us 
as he 


Wheirche Almighty dee 25 | 


Kings 
18. 36, 38. 


eber n 4 manner — . — 
act according to our capricious Follies, if he 
would have us believe, truſt in. and; worſhip 
bim; or elſe his Govemment and Authority 
are audaciouſly/ diſputed, cenſured. acd limi- 
ted; his Laws impudentiy:cayilled at, aul his 
Kindneſs and; Forbeargnee! arrogantly abuſed, 
and ungratefully tired out by repeated Acts of 
ſinful Infidelity- and Preſumption. Nom there 
may be /zyeral Inſtances given of Mens 
rempting God. by. an err or 
—.— 1 ſhall, — — of - oy 
Which either directly, or by conſequence , 
fond, to prove. and exaſperate.the Almighty. 
ſt; As to the, Caſe of. Doubt, and 
As the Iſnaelit gs in the ſortmen 
e Inſtance ar — d by 


Voobting. erer z 
my | 8 25 e and Wiidling- 

75 them, begauſe they were not 
, tgliexed.in;their extreme Thirſk; ſo 
* — . — . Who in 


— . & ls, my 2 „ 


e £© 


ess 


ſo 


9 Thing Gal 


inſtead of depending upon, and ſubmitting * 
him, repine and fret at cheir Maker; inſtead 
of relying upon the God of all Comfort, at- 
front him with their reſtleſs Complaints, and 
wayward Diſcontents; inſtead of bewailing 
cher Tranſgreſſions, and condemning them» 
ſclyes, - charge the Author of all. Coo f 
with Rigour, adjure him to take off his af · 
flicting Hand, for the Vindication; of his Lo. 
ving-kindneſs ; pretend with Jauah, to be 
be angry with him, becauſe he does not act 
x5 they preſcribe; and reſolve wih the Men 
of Bethulia (when beſieged by Holofernec) . to 
throw! off all Hope: and Truſt in the Al. 
mighty, all Expedtation of Sutcour from him; 
unleſs he, will deliver them outils * 2 
a Day or Hou. 2 8 
Again, God may be dad yoni ue 
when. Men ſhall ſtand perverſſy doubting. 
and ĩdly controverting his unerring Govern- 
ment of, and wiſe Inſpection over, the Affairs 

of the Wotld ; either ridiculouſiy arguing; with 
ſome of the ancient Heathens; that it would 
derogate from the Grandeur of the divine 
Majeſty. and diminiſn his Happineſs to con- 
cern and diſtract himſelf with the perplexing 
Contingencies of Things below; and. there. 
by laying a Foundation for their own 
e e — 
Mit 8 Henn 


nn Teer er 
Ulesrts, Tab, God dne nt ſde, neither abet 
be fut fitteth mann = 
Aci of Men Or die tally 
that ſince there are righteous Mew, unto 
whom ir happeneth according to the Work 
of the Wicked, and Wicked, to whom it hap- 
| Peneth according to the Works of the Rigb. 
. Feous; ſince dll things are alike unto all, one 


ſacrifices. and bim that” ſacrifices not; it 
follows (ſay they) that either God does not 
govern the World by certain Rules of infalli- 
ble Wiſdom ; or if he does, it is impoſſible to 
aſſign thoſe Rules, or to defend his Juſtice, 
while the Righteous are in Adverſity ,- and 
the Wicked proſper. "Theſe ſorts of Cavils, 
though filly and wretched in "themſelves, do 
by- conſequence tend t prove and try God, 
whether he will alter his Meaſures of acting, 
for the Conviction of thoſe that raiſe chem. 


In like manner, God is ſaid to be tempred, 


- moſt rational Arguments and 


bent to the clean and untkan, to him that 


when Men ſhall controvert and limit his-Pow- 
diſpute his Veracity and refuſe to believe 

- what he bas re vi 
dence toi the contrary, ſaying wirbin them 
ſelves, this God can do, and this he cannot; 
his is matter of Op:niox, and not Faith, 


oe. a. Sc. rot. ͤ ͤ oc» en. Sn. > rr 


of: Tenipting Go. 
ſufficieat Demonſtration.: Thus the 1/Faehres, 


though they had received full, clear, and Si 
id Proofs of God's univerſal and irreſiſtible 


ture, the Bodies and Souls of Men; though 


they had Nen him work migbty and terrible. 


Wonders in the Land of Egypt, divide the 


the Night-with a Pillar of Firs; cleave the 


Rocks in the Wilderneſt, and give them 20 


drink out of the great Depths; yet ſtill they 
doubted of his Power, and : 
their Hearts, ſaying, Can he who har finore- 
the: Noc -f0 that the Streams 4, 
aud the Waters guſh'd out, Cas be prepare 


for hisProple 7 Nay, after the Almigli 
ſatisſie their groundleſs and intolerable 8 
ples, had commanded the peat penned 


and opened the Doors of Heaven thoug 


Manns, and 


featht*# Fbrolr, in nner "as vb Sand of 
My OO ſtill they believed not in Cu, | 


nr tufted tn his Salvation, 
tied" i Fgyph, or in the ale knen 


a 


Seas, and make the Waters ſtaud an an Heaps; 
had them in the Day with a Clond, : and in. 


power oer the Angels, the Courſe of Na- 


empted God in 


« Table in the Wilderneſs, and — pov 


had covered tb, Face of the Barth: — 
fed them with celeſtial Bread, 
i that" Man did eat Angels Food {though = 
he raid" Fleſh upoh them as che Daf, and 
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| woes 1 — 
acting: more Proofs — Fr wn her 
Faith, than they wilh in their Name bear, 
or God has boen pleaſed to afford. fophiſti- 
cally reaſoning their Souls ont of their Im- 
begun and their bleſſed Redeemer out of 
e ty; not only dj to liſten to 


himſelf, who, in theſe latter Days, has 


ſpoken: to 1e by his Son, the Brightneſs,of his © 


Glory and expreſs Image of bis Perſon; 
tho'.That-Son of God has died for our Tranſ- 
Bellas, and roſe again from the dead, fur 
ONT, uſtification... . ene 208.. 

Finally. God may be ſaid to be tempted, by 
Doubt and Ben when Men, grieved with 
the odious Remembrance of their Sins, and 


heartily and vigorouſly, ſetting upon the ne. 
4 Mori of — remain in a dil 
Condition, 


were ſure God avowld. fargrve, — 
would: offer. unto him 4he Sacrifice, 0 4. 
en and conrite 2 Bur alas! 
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they, be ante haye waſted their Sub: | 
ſtance z and requiring him to give Succels rg x0 
their. Revenge. Violence and Rapine, and wy 
to promote their Sacrilege and Rebellion, 
r ſhall falſly ad 
Flo 115036 4h 05 46104 088%; 1-05; 
Thus alto Men rempr God by Preſomprion; | 
when Ny ſhall needleſſly andunwarrantably 
expoſe their Bodies and Souls, their tempo- 
Weg eternal Welfare, to manifeſt and er 
treme Dangers, relying upon the Divine Prov 
yidence and Goodneſs, - graciouſly to extri · 
cate them out of thoſe Banger. Such are 
they, who notwithſtanding our Saviour s Pres 
cept and Example to the contrary, uncall'd 
for, and uncompell'd, audaciouſly: hazard their = 
Lives, court Death on the Tops of Steeples, - = 
walk upon Precipices, ſwallow Poiſons, and | 
fight, Duels; upon a fond Opinion that Heas 
ven will flild. ſtrangely: preſerve their Lives; 
becauſe it has done it more than once. Such 
ue they alſo, who either out of a vain Cu- 
ioſity. ſhall expoſe themſelves to the Snares 
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Lillies of the Field, which neither tuil nor 
Hin. nor ſow nor reap, nor gather into Barns : 
Or in caſe God viſits a Place with a peſtilen: 
rial Diſtemper, hall refuſe abſohuely to re- 
moye-from that Place where he has no Duty 
to oblige him to ſtay, becauſe bis Life is in 
the Hand of God: As alfo if Men in time 
of War or Sieges, ſhall refuſe to unite roge: 
ther to defend themſelves, and fortifie their 


Multitude of an Hoſt; Anil except the Lord 
keep the City, the Watchman waketh but in 
van: This is an unwarrantable and pre- 
ſumptuous tempting God. Likewiſe if Men 
ia relation to their Souls, ſhall either deſpiſe 
the Means of Grace uſually imparted, ho- 
ping for miraculous Changes ſuddenly to bo 
gy "ought in their Hearts; ſhall neglect to pre- 
bare themſelves for Prayer, or to make uſe 
ot rhoſe of the Church. expecting new Lights 
and Impulſes. and extraordinary Gifts of tha 
Holy Ghoſt long ſince ceaſed; or ſhall re- 
ſolye to do nothing at all themſelves towards 
the great Buſineſs of their Salvation, which 
1% ought to work out' with Fear and Tem- 
bing; _— God is ſaid t work al} we 
% This:is to prove und exaſporte the 
Almighty with dat Inſolence, and wretch · 
id Milapplication of Scripture, which the De. 
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tor; yet they are reſalved not tu ſubmit to, or 


ſuffer them to act aſten the Modeband Fan- 
Will nay be done in Hub weth u i | 
verſie betwixt God and them) is, whoſe Wil 
they chance to meet with Croſſes , Diſaſtet 


cence; having»abbſeoUuſts-ind Paſllons root. W a 

ed out whichvorellies incus lairi eib e: Dark: F 
neſs, Horror,jandiCbhfbfion iq ifo P 
nour our Nature il lind dur Undeiſtatiding, WM | 
diſcompoſe obr!Spinigs/!add orack our Con: WY If 
ſciences ;- that weaunbight fan beienducd WY ib 
with ſuch bleſſellb A ffectidns nd races, as be 
ſhould render us ſid do cαο e jf God and vic 
bis holy Angelsiiiq 312: Ro llecſt yods eas 
But now ſubhcipthe:/odd/Ptiverſenchs> and 

| whimſical C 20 of ſores Men, tha BN Of 
notwithſtanding) htſe geit and noble Pur- BY fie 
poſes of the Almighty; ſbcinfinjrely advaiita- 


geous and honourabte'ro Manltint y, though 
it be the Buſineſs of every ent that would 
excel in ſolid and true Piet, lac ſubmit him- 
ſelf to the Power and: Wiſdemn off his Cre: 


acknowledge either, till the hat firſt 27nd 
and proved him, whetbier im ls Franſactions 
with his Creatures, he will act ort leaſt 


cy; nay, though they often cprayi that Go/ 


Heaven; yet in reality. 


theo great Contro: 


ſhould rake place, his or tleirs. Therefore i 
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ately cavilfary and queſſien God's Sw 
and Juſtices Tumleſs ha ive them ſuch a 
Pottidnriofi the good Things1of this Life, as: 
they ſnall und ene and deſign torthemielves : 
If the Matters of Fair ſedeto them. are 
above their ffialluw Neœaſoningsg they will not. 
beliere : uultia God halt Ad Evidence to. E- 
videnot ) Qonvittion to Con viction, as often 
as they ſhall- offer their pitifiib and ſenſeleſs. 
Objettions>vIf che Nuniberiarid Guilt of their 
Offences haben ſtingy — — 
— Work te 
dificults Harp and; irł n muſt· God 
be ropreſeliteiſ as ian in and inexorable 
judge, that dus for ever) Haid afide his dar- 
ling Artribateb of Merdys if they fancy them - 
{elves to be righiteous and :deſervingiPerſons 
(as cheyt often du) the ui God! work Mi- 
acles fbr choid Prefetyation/7iand/fave: them 
0 Method hey Aal lay be- 
fore! him Thus de they- weary and pro- 
oke [Godowith n till 
1: bis Wrath iche: thallyexertobisiconfuring 
\cngeance; and bumming : Jealoufic, het his 
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founded, either ufo ſome ſcoret Fear ot A 
verſion not euſily ho lbs accounted; for or elle 
upon ſuch ſpeuioub Probabilivicy as iuduce the 
Wilbeo-bobackwatdand wayeri in chvoſing 
or adboring'to; af @bjeiwhichxbe Under. 
ſtanding either does not, or at lenſt Rems not 
clearly to repreſentij as being ar chat time lels 
fagacious through Anadverveucy,; 


ot obſcured 
by Error, or timctuted -atid:batied by Paſſion 
and Prejudice; /upey which Account the Mind 
of Man remains a while in / ſuſpence, nbirber 
firmly embracing not entihely ifa v ing the 
Object, propofedixoritt. ritofarther' Trial and 

ion «hath henmade here may in 
deed happen tevorid Gaſs, wheorcinlinmay be 
allowable for a» Manor | t6 8 entire 
Confidence. in 
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in their Nature deceitful and 


liable ro become Jn Inſtruments of Fra an 


5 —--— 


EE Dane if 


und- here Ban be nden "4 
dautious maybe V. irrte Farafmanch as the 
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'confided no withoti uur i Bin or Dan- 
ger R Mankiibtl being) byt Nature fallible and 
— and the things bist World uncer- 
in, delucling and Ufffacisſec very; and conſe- 
ee eee eee ee Doubt 
and Diſtruſt o: Bur now ug c entertain any 
Diſtruſt and Suſpicion of God, and thereupon 
to enter cu on bold Diſtjuiſitions of his Attri- 
butes, is te give way to ſuch unworthy No- 
tions of him as derogate from his ſuperlative 
Excellenbei making him like his Creatures ca- 
pable of Erebroand Imperſection, and in ef. 
ect calling in queſtion his very Being. For 
can we believe that there is a OM without 
ackiibwledeng him to have infinice Perfection, 
and can jweradk nowlodge- that infinite Per- 
b e doube of any of his Attri- 
butes | e that ſhall queſtion any 
one-of this-gloxious Attributes, denies his Ex, 
iſtence 3 for if be be mot infinitely powerful, 
wiſe; juſt and merciful.) then be neither is nor 
can be God Whenever therefore our irregu - 
lar Will, or allible nding, ſhall ſug. 
geſt to us am ill of our great Creator, 
ſo as to mak us diſfident of him, we are ra- 
nn 9 chan God, to whom 
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ment, and eterual Death before it; and is the 
lamentable Puniſhment of the Devil himſclf 
who-therefore can never hope for Pardon, 
| becauſe he had no Temprer to-abuſe him, no 
Fleſh tu clog him in the Purſuit of Virtue, no 
Infurnity, or Frailty to plead: for his Defence. 
no Promiſe of Mercy to make him raiſe bi 
_ drooping no Saviour to die for his 
Sins, and open the Gates of Heaven for bim: 
ade bi is delervedly, and muſt 
"far ever be condemned to the hotteſt Furnac: 
of divine Vengeance, - 
= . impious Folly, 
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I. Firſt, To enquire what it was to feng 
Cod, and ſhew the vera Ways * might 
be ſaid to tempt | 
II. Secondly, To ſhew the. Fenn Folly 
and fatal Cee, of tempting. Gad. 
"dg Li 
1 U. Thiniy, To peak being by way 
of k pplication. 
* Ag 
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As to the firſt of theſe, I obſeryed, tha 
we might be faid unlawfully to tempt God 
when by our raſh Words Aae either 
openly ar ſecretly, either diredtiyuor indite. 
cy. wr aendenνẽjõqdu tomprovey explore, 
or ſiſt iche Kimighry; whietherhe: was able 
or willing. to afiift;\protet, i pardem or pu- 
niſſi us; provokinig him to Wrathyuhy exact. 
ing ſuch ſuperfiuuous Demonſtrations; and en- 
tring upon fuch needleſs Diſquiſitions, with re. 
lation ro his incomprehenſible Perfections, as 
argued either unreaſonable Doubt, and un- 
worthy Diſtruſt of, or à groundleſs Preſum. 
ption, and unwarrantable Sbaßdence in him 

and his Attributes; in which cauſeleſs and 
unneceſſary Trials Gud was often in a man. 
ner either peremprofily-t to act af. 
ter our capricious Follies; if he old have 
us believe, truſt in, or worſlip dum ; or ele 
his Government and Aurhority aufaciouſy W = 
diſputed, cenſur d, and limited his Laws in- inſ 
pudently cavill'd at, and hit Kindneſs and For- wh 
bearance Arrogautly abus d, and 
tir d out, by repeated Acts of finful Infideti 
ty and Preſumption. © 
In both which Caſes of KHiohe altri 
ing, and inſolently confiding i in God and his 
Attributes, I produc'd ſevetal Inſtances. f 
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them. — and 
ket, and expecting he — — 
them, to remove their way ward Diſcontetits: 
When they captiouſly diſputed and perverſſy 
controverted his wiſe and juſt Governmerid of 
the World; imagining he muſt alter his Meas 
ſures of acting for the Satisfaction of theit 
trifling Seruples: When they ventured to li- 
mit his Power, ſuſpected his Veracity, and 
reſus d to believe what he had revealed, un- 
leſs he would add Evidence to Evidence, and 
Conviction to Conviction: As alſo when in- 
ſtead of ſetting heartily upon Repentance, 
they ſtood 14% diſtruſting his Mercy, and 
ye doubred;- whether if they did r 
1k as any left for Pardon ; 
And then 4s to the Caſe;of Prefiawption, 1 

inſtanc d in Mens tempting God that way; 
when preſuming upon bis. Favout and In al 
genee, they us d bim with -Irreyerence and 
Familiar unpremeditated 
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it: When in rheir ditated 
Prayers; they boaſted of rheir own Virtues 

and Election; or yentured to ask of him ſuch 
Things | as were an Affront to him to hear, 
and pi perhaps Damnation for them to receive: 
As aue when they unwarrantably caſt their 
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Bodies and Souls into unneceſſary Dangers. ex- 
pecting God ſhould graciouſſy extricate them 
out of thoſe Dangers; or neglected to make uſe 
of thoſe ordinary Means far the preſerving their 
Bodies, and ſaying their Souls, Which God and 
Nature had laid before them. hoping chat Mi: 
racles would be wrought in their behalf. 
And having then more at large ſhewn wha 
it was to temat Cod, and the feyeral'Ways 
of tempting him; I proceeded in the ſecond 
Pee ro ſpeak of the impious Folly, and fatal 
equences of zempring God; whete|after 
ving premiſod ſomething concerning Gods 
- abſplute, Dominion over his Creatures, his 
infinite. Power and Wiſdom, 245 Which be 
» Wrought all Things i — 
An. nyiplable. Order. and 
(Bie Ver. 
We ire Phu 
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God upon any account, was highly i injuri: 


ous, as making him capable of 
and in a manider denying bis Being; and 
conſequently when we murmured and repined 
at him; — yy, re Ret 
Plagues upon us: When we -cavill'd at his 
wile — of the World. diſpured his 
power and Veracity, and refuſed to believe 
what he had reveal'd; we contradicted the 
cleareſt Evidence of Reaſon, founded upon 
the beauteous Order and regular Diſpoſal 
of the Works of the Creation, we did in 
a manner make God a Liar, who reveal d 
the Myſteries of our Religion, and conſe- 
quently irritated him to give us up in his An- 
ger to Blindneſs and Darkneſs of Soul, au 
—— Delaſions to believe Lies: As 
alſo when inſtead of repenting. we ſtood idly 
diſtruſting his Mercy, we entertain da Wrong 
and reproachful Notion of him. and might aigh by 
continuing in that Diſtruſt, exaſperate him 


far, a$ to induce him to abahdon us to 4 re- 


probate Senſe, „ 
the Puniſhment of the damned Spirits. 
And thus having ſumm d up my laſt Dit 
courſe, in regard of the Connexion it bears to 
what ſhall. follow, I ſhall now proceed to 
ſhew the impious Folly ant nal Confer 
ces = of tenrng God by relumpric 
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here it will be requiſite; according to the 
Method propbſed, 197 h =D 
I. Firſt, To piomiſer mething ee 
the Nutune of FY pn. = 
II. Secondly; Pom onthe ſeveral Is 
fences Vfvenipting D bjy1Prefalmption, 
1. NOUWI Piefiriptien': is atjo0!immoderate 
Confidtaceyiop Exu f Hope f whereby ci. 
ther out of ah oven:weening Coniceit of our 
own Streugth', we attempt ſume hazardous 
Enterprize, enter upon pep eh difficultiand im- 
t Employment Above our Sphere to 
meddle with, beyond our Abilities 70 per: 
form ; or elſe out of vain Opinion of ur own 
Merit, we think we dan gain/fach:aix' Aſcen- 
dant over others ds to oblige cher to fivout 
and ſupport us in our phantaſtical Pretbmſi- 
ons ; and expect to uttain ſomę arduous Good 
either by divine vr humane Aſſiſtance, which 
twas not poſſibleb ier us td atctain by our 
ſelves. ' "Now! for us" tb) uhllortdke inſuperable 
ad! ere Power, — buy 
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out Habit of Sin at our on leiſure, , i is . | 
an abſurd and impious Peice of Preſumprion, * 
founded upon. Vain-gloryrand $elf-conceit, as 
often meets with Scorm and Deriſion, but ne- 
yer with any tolerable Succeſs. And for us 
boldly to rely on the Aid and Protection of 
others, ton hope to attain any great or. ardu · 
ous Good; by the Aſſiſtance] either, of God 
or Man, which we cannot attain, by, our 
ſelves, unleſs our Hopes are /buile upon more 
ſolid and ſubſtantial reh than cho thare 
Opinion of our own Merit rs ab great an In- 
ſtance of empty Pride; .and impudent Sclfilaxe;. 
as the of human Nature is capable 
of. A Man may indeed in o Cafes alloys 
ably nthe g ood Naturel Favors, and, 
Aſfiſtanck Eine nber is: cordially-hishdenda 
when) in cht equituble Requeſts; he aK 
him he ufer Hm withia:becoming Fatojlidris 
ty; of when baving undstgakag a Margerv 
which tho: juſt api lawn iniig he id voz 
ble to perform. he-ratioually,canfides;jg, 

known Abilities 50K eee OY 
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vour gl Gad,. * . walks wrighth 
in his Calling. and endeavour d to keep. bi 
Conſcience wid, of Offence, at leaſt 5 and 
unſpotted 1 . preſinmpruous | Offences 
— 1 having fi incerely and carneſily repented 
him. of his Sins, and firmly "ieloly'd for the 
future to lead a new Life, e expects to have 
the Almighty s Protection in all unſought for 
Dangers an d Temptations ; preſumes to ap- 
proach the, © Lord's Table, not truſting in his 
| ow Righteouſneſs, but in God's nun aud 
great Mercies; and hopes for Pardon for his 
| Tranſgreſſions, through the Merits and Inter- 
| e ceſſion of his bleſſed Redeemer, by virtue of 
5 whoſe meritorious Death. and imputed Righ- 
ouſneſs, he has «Crown of Glory purchaſed 
ar, bim, Which by, his ohn Picty be cannot 
7 deſerve Or. obtain. But then for any 
frequently to ule his Friend with Rude- 
. till growing upon his 
| — Nature and Indulgence, to teaze him 
rich vojuſt and een Bequeſt and 
. | Hays 1 ly, int various Exigences 
Is. sand 8 in 
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he Mn forbearance by a an 
breaking in upon bim; to ſound bis Loving 
kindneſs. by arrogant Petitions; to do what 
be has forbid; to experiment bis Patience: 
to run upon difficult Ufidextakings, which 
he has not ſufficient Strength to ſumount by. 
the courſe of Nature ant! common Aid God 
gives to the Actions of his Creatures. in the 
ordinary Ways of Providence; and yet to 
expect to —— ſome extraordinary Aſſiſt- 
6 eee 
mighty, which Aſſiſtance he has no Grounds 
to hope for, either from the Dictates of Rea- 
on, the general Promiſes of Scripture, or 
any immediate Revelation; is ſuch a daring 
laſolence in Fleſh and Blood, as entertains a 
low and unworthy Apprebenſion of the Deity; 
a5 if the Divine Attributes were only to be ſab< 
ſetvient to Human Raſhneſs, and God was 
obliged to proſtitute his Power and Metcy as 
oſt as the inordinate Will and corrupt Appe 5 
tite of Man ſhould call for it: Theproyoking 
Abſurdity of which, Notion one can bardly 
account for, conſideting the vaſt i 
beween God and Man, and the little Reaſon 
Man has for ſuch an h hardy and eacroaching 
preſumption. Aud ibdeed "tis ah amazing 
thing to think bow much the” Inſtigation of 
i Dr and the perry Phan 


Is 7 5 F Fall 172 


up 4, Guſpl-Crezzare, ſo as to make him ſtand i 
upon, Tenns with his Maker, und pertly to Ml : 
Pretend out of 5 profound Ignorance of his 
Soul, rei C of. 4 . Hab; to F 
give Lays ee has ne, Authorit rity, to 8 
dommmnod whoraſcis. his Dugy to hoy + look MI; 
for Barylog: Wirbonr. Repentance: for Prote- 1 
A Submiſſion, and Glory without 
— himſelf in chimetical Hopes, 
fruit speAgatians, land high Thoughts of 
himſelf; when Swe N he may qiſſemble what 
he is, hg; ness know upon Confidera- 
tion, that he is et ber lighter than, Va- 
#ity it ſelf: However Kleve may deceive 
him he muſt, capfeſs, chat if he 185 'tis 
the breeth: of: God:thatanimates him, if hc 
marches in the Ma e e 1s the 
Providence of the, ides and 
ſuppowg him: e e ate de 
is ipdebred to he Marine Graoes. if be has 


Faith ich the Gift.af Godz, if hg:is Jmpen'- 
tent, he is ſubject to eternal Juſtice and Ven- 


gene nit he is abſolyd, be 
eee aud undleſeryed 
is ngt ar dim 


will gelt it Nan Sad vel. 
Words and Actis tit 8 8 b 
will dd for An he bit wid 
provetflits Cre wad erdäs dud” 
woful ExpeHience" fern hi — "the Al- 
mighty mall Nwtar in hir Writh, nur 
ſhall never enter into bis ever}; lafting Ref! wy 

II. But the Gailt and Danger of emp ring” 


cod by Preſumption, wilt more full appear " 
by reflect rc on the m. 
ances in! Men cicher dirty; abby 
conſequende np God —— i 
Now'they ate Chieffy Teddeible uhdel cheſe 
two Heat 5v0l-th qt -N hike 
Firſt; Wien Nen ig He&Worlhip: of Gd 
treat wh mo ac, athiliavieys in 
their Un Wich a man PR 
faicat 5 Wee en Weft 
and let ef bp "18 
ate a Inllig | tr Hitt hear, Ant Paz 
intent, and Damttwu for tllem 
to receive. „if ar o e ef ad 37 
Aud ſtebdty/ When they hazurti their bend 
poral anbei Weisse, at their Boats nnd 
Suk e great Haun 
bly ate ly d braciousProvidence and 
Mercy, teh Tree "then tot choſe Dangers oy 
neglect to maler ul of thedriniry Mens for" 
n e | 
| 4 W 
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which God and Nature have laid before them, 
vainly expecti Miracles ſhould Meng 
* their hett. 

7 Bam e there are Tame Me: 

a ence, that having b 
7 Confidence and —. 
ape ge. 5 ke clamorous and over bearing 
2 wrung Benefits from their felloy 
es, who were either afraid or aſham'd 
to — — them; and having, by an evaſion of 
the — of Laws, ahuſed that Indulgence 
which was —.— only to Conſciences tru) 
ſerupulous, are CEE arriy'd to that Height 
of —— as 3 bold — 
their Superiors here on Earth, to make bold 
with. God himſelf, falſly imagining that he, 
like his Creatures. muſt be treated with clown. 
im and ſloyenly Deportment, unhallow d Po. 
ſtures, and coarſe Familiarity : And becauſ 
the Almighty does not immediately y break 
forth upon them with deſtructive Vengeance, 
level his Arrows at their Heads, and ftrike 


| cate - of che 7 
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1 * either ſtand, loll, or 
ty; bare whom: — 7 ——— | 
Chriſtian to lay himſelf /ow in — 2a 
the utmoſt Proſtration both of Body and Soul: 
And all this becauſe they proudly conceit 
themſelves to be the Ele? Children of God, 
that Heaven is in a manner entaifdupon them, 
and conſequently they have a Privilege above 
other Men to be ſawey. and come boldly to 
the Throue of Grace as they miſapply Scrip- 
ture; as if the profoundeft Reverence which 
is due to an earthly —— vr 
much higher Degr ee due to great King 
Kings, and Lord of Lardi, the Mater and 
Preſerver of all Things ; as if the infinite Di- 


— he Fehr foo 
ſome difference at 

rits, et t inuccelũbie Gry. and 
the Sans; 9 ho are viie Earth and 
(arruption: 18 ff there :could he any. Reli- 

gon Where ate — — 


nech: And though they 
ſhould carry their Preſumption from this 
with Abraham and I ſdar in the Kingdom 
#f Heaven, telling our Saviour how they have 
ami aui out Devils in hir Name; 
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| her ſhalirhewn make ſome Diſtin- 
Qiowberweew the Righteous and 'Workers if 
betwern the Meet and Lowly, and 
the Conceired and Highiminded; exalting thoſe 
to:Throner of Gy, and cafting rheſe down 
to tlie burtumi Pit vf Nenilitiun, where 
And ſas this fturdy: Cunfidenceiqnakes them 
rude id God's Preſence; {dif nakes them en- 
croach yer furthei upon his Jadulgeuce, and 
preſenr him withoſuch crude; obſcure. and 
tod Mrayers , as ate not fit for 
* Mat ofanHtolerible Underſtanding to hear 
dr ſpeakę much leſs bl y'tobe calld 
the Dictates of che Holy Spirit, or to bent: 
cered in the Preſence of the Divine Majeſty, 
not to mind what the Wiſeman . 
that he who prays to God without F 


tion, wofully and dangerouſly tempts his Ms 
ter. But theſe Men in their tedious and in- 


coherent Devotions (if they can be _ rep 
* has” 1 
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when they ſhould come to God with an bum: 
ble Spirit, a.broken and rontrite Heart, ac- 
knowledging their wretchedneſs and bewail- 


— ' * 
» * 
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— 
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ing cheir Neighbours for not 
their fackious: Societies; when ey ſhould le 
thoſe ſnort but excellent Prayers compos d 
and enjoirfd \by. the Church, full of patheti- 
cal Energy and exalted ſtrains of Piety, and 
above all, when they ſhould uſe that moſt ab- 
ſolute and comprehenſive Form preſcribd by 
our Saviour, they talk of /eaning on Chrif, 
and rolling on his precious Promiſes: When 
they ſhould proſtrate themſelves in the hum 
ble and deyour. Addteſs of Abraham, O! let 
not the Lord uf Heaven and Earth be angry. 
nw that I have taken upon me to ſprat to 
the Lord, Lithat am but Dit and Afhes 1 
they vauntingly plead their Merits: before. 
God, and to add Sin to Sin, in ſuch wildians 
intelligible Jargon, as a Chriſtian Ear cannot 
hear without Abhorrence, Deteſtation, and a 
charitable Prayer for their Forgiveneſs; Pray- 

er they ſcarce ever uſe for themſelves much 
leſs for their Enemies. When they ſhould- 
implore God's Pardon for Sin, and Grace to 
— and deſpiſe the . and. Vanities 
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of this wicked World, they intreat him to 
proſper their ambitious, covetous and revenge. 
ful Deſigns, and to give ſacceſs to Sacril 
and Rebellion, as oft as they ſhall call it the 
Cauſe of God. And indeed it is a deplorable 
thing to conſider how Men vf all Ages and 
Parties preſumptuouſſy rempt God in the ſub- 
ject Matter of their Prayers, offering ſecret. 
ly ſuch execrable Petitions to the eternal pu- 
rity as they dare not truſt to the hearing of 


wile and good Men; frequently importuning 
God for the Pleaſures —ꝛ—ę— the 


Life, which would but ſerve to encreaſe their 
Sins, deſiring of him ſach Honours and Dig- 
nities as would deſtroy their Humility; and 
praying for the removal of juſt Calamitics 
which were ſent for a Puniſhment for their 
Guilt, and a warning for them to repent ; as 
if the Almighty muſt grant us what we are for- 
bid to ask; as if he mult miniſter to our Pal. 
fions, add fuel to our Luſts, and give us tem- 
poral Goods to deſtroy our eternal Welfare: 
No Duty certainly requires more Preparation 
and Attention, more Reverence and Fervour 
than that of Prayer, wherein we are to re- 
member that we. who are wretched and abo- 
minable Sinners ſpeak to God; a Being inf 
* above us in Wiſdom, Power and Ho- 


| lineſs; a Being exceedingly on 
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' cathed with the brighteft: "awd moſt b 
ed Majeſty an Honour; e ey 
upon him for every thing we enjoy, 
and can in no wiſe deſerve of claim the let 
of his Meteies ; that tis a fupeN lar ivr Pri- 
vilge we are admitted 70 make knows our 
Wants to bim Who alone can /apply them, 
and nous ber whit is needful for us; and 
cberewre we Are o to putifie our Thoughts 


before” the great Hecht: of* Hearts, ſo to 
order und adapt” our Expreſſions as to bring 
About us Crteleſs 20d ifteyerent, lo- 


thing rafft or offenſive, nothing but what be- 
comes the rhoſk i and Hutuble Suppli- 
ants is 25 —— and the mo holy 
and to hear and grant, tough 
the grakious is li been 262 and powerful Inter- 
95 '6F otir B Redeemer: How then 
cit a ner bei au rebellious People falk 
of their wn "Righteouſneſs in the ce 
of God, in Hs hb, fays Job, the Stars 


are nor 
Wor 


Hiobt 
„ bo i Mat that it bit 4 
en Gi an impious Wretch ask the 
Author of Nature fot that Which rends to 
din, and would add to his Gullt to receive" 


and not rathief” ak for the remiſſion of his 
Tranſyyetfions ? Though our Heavenly Father 

has promis d to Bear and anfiver the Peri. 
WA . thut arb in" his Son's Name 
5 2 — he 
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Sell preſervation. and a deſire of 


Punger 
he has not promis d to anſwer them if we ak 
amiſ7 ; if our Prayers oppoſe the divine Will, 
are repugnant. to his Holineſs, and tend. to 
the Diminution of his Glory ; if they are of. 


fered up with impure: Hands and deceitful 


Hearts, with Impatience and Murmuxing, 


with Impudence and Irreverence, with Hy- 
pocriſie and Preſumption. As ſuch Peti- 


bons are a downright Affront 10 God, fo 
it is his great and unſpeakable Mercy that 
he does not in a Moment conſume thoſe that 


make them, or juſtly puniſh them by grant- 
ing them, that they may more eſſectually co- 


operate with fs Doril, 99. the-complenting 


their own Damnation. 


- But ſecondly, A 


| ſtance of Man tempting Cod by Preſumy- 


tion, namely,. when they — their Bodies and 
Souls into unn 


eceſſary Dangers, expecting. God 
ſhould meroifully preſerve and ſave them; or 


Saen 


God and Nature have laid before wy 
the preſerving their Bodies, and faving 
Souls, —— expecting. Miracles hon be 
wrought in their behalf. e 

* As God bas implanted in m a Principle of 


whereby we are induc'd to avoid what is hurt- 


a coo dic, hne an d, 80 4 


> F ng God. 

| | 20nd . of Perfection; ſo this acl 
and that Deſire are to be cheriſhed and purſued, 
as far as the Rules of Reaſon and Religion pre- 
{cribe. And therefore though God can ahd often 
does moſt graciouſly e us in extreme 
Perils, or arduous Baterprizes, which either 
he himſelf has called us to, for the trial of our 
Patience; Humility and Gratitude, or has per- 
mitted our Enemies to caſt us upon; and yet 
wiſely and -mereifully reſcues us out of them, 
to defeat and mortiſie their Malice; yet we 
are not unneceſſarily to hazard our Bodies, or 
expoſe our Lives, relying upon God's parti- 
cular Providence to $kreen and protect us, 
when wo after a raſh Manner p our ſelves 
out of his Protection. If the hty com- 
paſſionately vouchſafes to deliver us out of 
the moſt eonfoundiog Difficulties and Perils, 
(as every Man has experienc d, or may in his 
Life time) it becomes us with the deepeſt Hur 
ly, and moſt ſineere Thankfulneſs to acknow 
ledge and adore his Goodneſs, and not by ſeeks 
ing new Danger, make needleſs Experiments 
of his Loving : kindnẽ ſs. Life in it ſelſis a deſirable 
Cod, and given us for noble Ends and 1 
and conſequently not to be facrific'd to 

and Fool-hardineſs;to Oſtentation and — 
tion. He therefore that uncall'd for and uncom- 


ld, hall walk on dreadful Precipicrs, Goal 
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dur ſight Duels, ruſh furiouſiy Fett 
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vain Atterupts and inumderar Confidence. 
e a robuſt and vigorous: Body, 
and not finding bis Health impaired by Riot 
and Pebiiitery ſhall ſtill go on by amber. 
ing and wantonneſs, to try how far the 
ſtrerigtti of his Conſtitution and:God's:pari- 
_ evtilar Providenee fhall bear him out:; adds to 
the reſt of his Sins that grievous one of zempr- 
Ing Got by Prefumption 4- - who: flull perhaps 
Bi "bis Anger bring bis Teans to. an end" ai « 
oh pi bold, male bir Strength ant 
werb Mot? 


eee 


Emi Pl his Religion, 
ged to reform all Abuſes 


5 : 
hog be tho 


into avothe 
reſpect a Mars Life, moch Caution may be 
a Virtde; and: it concerns Men ſerioufly to 
weigh, Whether upon theſe Accounts they 
do not fondly miſtake a, vain Confidence for 
a well-grounded Hope, 4, precipitate Raſh» 
16615 true Courage, aud an obſtinate Spirit 
of Contradiction for the Dictates of Conſci: 
ence and. Religion. 1 
th as WE are not anwarrancably. ro expoſe 
out Lives, fo neither are we preſumptuouſſy 
K of & Souls. There 
ic ſame Men ſo daring in their /Þiritual 
Warfare, as to run upon Temptations, and 
challenge the 7. emprer to exhauſt all his fery 
Darts upon them, imagining that either by 
their own Strength, or the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
they can eaſily repel or gquench thoſe Darts; 
but let bim that ſtandeth tale heed left he 
fall; let not him that putteth an his Armour, 
aſt as him that puttethj it uff. It is eaſier 
10 avoid N and Incentives to Sin, 
A than 


Pro 
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than to conquer and baffle them; "eaſier to 
preſerve the Health both of Body and Soul, 
than to recover it when loſt. Our Saviour 
bas taught us to pray that God would not 
kad us into Temptation; and ſhall we try God 
how far he will deliver us, by caſting our 
ſelves into 7 emptation, or can we think we 
are able of our ſelves to reſiſt the great De. 
froher of” Souls , when we have provoked 
God to abandon us to his Malice ? St. Perer 
had been ſeverely reproved for tempting our 
Saviour, and forwardly taking. him to 
contradict the Deſign of his coming into the 
World, which was to die for Sinners: Nay, 
our Saviour had told him, How deſirous Ga. 
tan was to ſift and winnow him, and what 
hazard he was like to ran of mecting with 
Temptations to deny his Lord; a ſufficient 
Warning one ſhould think for Peter to ſhun 
entering the Liſts with' the 'Devil, yet he 
would confidently go on to the High-Prieſ's 
Houſe, and there no /efs than brice deny his 
Lord and Maſter ; all which he might have 
avoided, if inſtead of following our Saviour 
through Curioſity he had fled h the other 
Di eiplet; or retired to bewail in ſecret what 
he could not openly redreſs, and wept bitter) 
for his paſt. Sins, and thoſe of rhe World, 
Which were YO n f Chriſt's ſi er 


Without 
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e ſeeking any new Occafions of Re- 
pentance, which muſt needs bring upon him 
ſuch ſharp Anguiſh' and remorſe of Conſci- 
ence: A melancholy Inſtance into what great 
Offences God permits good Men to fall, when 
they run upon Temptations; and it is his grear 
Mercy that they ever riſe again, and come to 
2 due Senſe of their Guilt. There are Others 
alſo who preſumptuouſſy hazard their Soul's 
eternal Welfare, by delaying their Repentance, 
fincying they ſhall have time enough when 
they come to die; in the mean time weary- 
ing out God's Patience, and finning on that 
Grace may abound, fondly conceiving that 
God will not deal ſo rigidly with Sinners as 
he has threatned, or that he has particular 
reſerves of Mercy for them : But let theſe Men 
conſider, thar God is not only to be looked 
upon as a merciful Father, but allo as a ſe- 
vere and juſt Fudge; that his Veracity obliges 
him equally to make good his Menaces as well 
25 his Promiſes ; that infinite Mercy will not 
for their ſakes reverſe the Decrees of eternal 


Juſtice; nor the Almi ighty a SI his hogs or 
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$34 The Sin, Folly, and Danger 
flips:the. one, may vainly expect the gther; WM 
char Chery Sin committed in hopes of furure fl | 
amtedment, is a Sin of Prefumprion.and Pe. 
beratung and not only fendt to handen the | 
Hart, lay waſte the Soul, ftupifie the Con. il 
ſcizneegaud quench the Influences of the Ho- 
Spirit, but alſo: provakes God fipally to 
weirhraw the Aſſiſtance of his Grace from us; 

Auch conſequently no Man while he continues 
in Sin can build any rational Confidence upon 
God's Mercy, that he will permit him to live 
Moment longer, or that he will enable bim to 
teperit when he comes to die. or accept of 2 
Peath-bed- Sorrow for a long courſe of Ini. 
ng The Church indeed which knows the 
and Efficacy of gur Saviour's Blood, 
geſpalts not af a Death bed Repentenoe; ther 
menliyely and piereing Graces which imme. 
aden tamen che walignity of Sin; then 
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0 ed, Wit bis Spirit renewed with 
eee ſolid and firm Aſſi 
abc of Remillion'er Sin, wichout perform 
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1 on, a paſſionate 2 
2 Dejection of Spirits, for Peace of ſunſei: 
ence, and the Shrieks and Grogns ariſing from 
a lively Senſe of acute Pains, for thoſe rung 
Cries, and Tears that fue fur Mercy. The 
Ancient Penitents in the Primitive Times uſed 
to proſtrate. themſelves at the Doors of the 
| Charch, and weep and groan to be forgiven 
before they durlt enter in; much leſs durſt 
they approach God's Altar before they had 
made t ear Peace with him, eſteeming them | 
ſelyes happy to be admitted at length to his 
Table by Humiliation and Contrition, hy Vi- 
gilance and Prayer, by Stripes and Pegance, 
by Faſting and Mortification, and to appeaſe 
his Juſtice before they preſumed to taſte of 
his Mercy. But now Men by a carnal. Secu- 
rity are apt to caſt their Conſciences into a 
a dead Sleep, a fatal Calm more dangerous than 
a Storm, fooliſhly hoping to be happy with- 
oout ceaſing / to be guilty, to enjoy the Re- 
wards of Virtue, and yet practice Vice, and 
grow old in the Pleaſures of Sin, without 
faring its Puniſhment. z not, conſidering that 
e that Sins, preſuming on Forgiveneſs, may 
Sin on and never be pardoned; and that by 
the leaſt Offence a Man commits, he wounds 
bis Soul. And if Men are not thus preſump- 
g hazard their Bodies and Souls, 1555 
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Salbiv@ultinkio&him;:or rather: what Trem- 
bliogpdnd -Horkr Hoes he create in us, who 
5 
puts aniEnd to his Life, and yet 
— — be room left for Mercy, 
when the aRtrually:dies. in a moſt woful and 
excaablc, an hoi and unnatural Tranſpreſ- 
Gony Andi there neſther is, nor can be any Re. 
prritance in th Gram ! But that we may not 
put ounds to Gods Mercy; let us proceed 
dei conſider their ive Guilt who re- 
fuſe comake uſeoef the ordinary Means for 
preſtrvitiꝑ their Bodies, and ſaving their Souls 
drhich are laid before them. fandly hoping 
Miracles muſt be wWonght in their behalf 
Now when theſt Men. by honeſt and con- 
ſeientious Labour / ſſiquld make human Means 
fupply g their Neceſſities, begging Gods 
*Plediing) upon cheif Andertakings and ln. 
Aubry, 2 ling u Ground from whence 
" then dbewe) talen uni eating the Bread f 
F the Nucat of their Brows, 
4f they y could have: Their Will, they muſt 
Hare) Quiaits antl i. Mauna from Heaven , or 
:Ravars: in nome feed them, as Eijab 
ud ile they ſitoidiy utider a Free: They 
vill do nothimg at call for det God 
mutbectadin bald im d tings, 0k all in ul 
E Oy Methods 18 
Caulcs 
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cal FR to them weak and inſuffi cieut 
they muſt have continual Wonders before 
their Eyes, Voices from Heaven and Hell to- 
move them to repent; new Inſpirations to 
illuminate them, ſudden Influences to con- 
troul their Paſſions, and work ſtrange Changes 
in their Hearts, the Holy Ghoſt to defcendt 
upon them with a mighty Noiſe, and Lam. 
rus to come from Abraham's Boſom, to aſſure 
them that Moſes and the Prophets ſpeak 
Truth. Their Faith here 'on Earth muſt be 
rurned into Viſion, and God act after: an a- 
ſtoniſhing manner, contrary to the Courſe: of 
Nature, the Harmony of the Univerſe; and 
the eternal Order and Reaſon of his righteous 
Laws, to ſatisfie the impious Demands of Pride, 
Sloth, and Senfuality. Now tis chat 
God is the ſole Author of our Being, h 

ther he continues our Subſiſtence by 
Means, or by a viſible Miracle. We indedd 
are faid to ſupport our Bodies by Noarifhmede, 
but God produces that Nouriſſiment, accord- 
ing to the natural Order of Things which he 
has eſtabliſh'd, and the Riches of hi Goud- 
nels and Providence, whereby he extends is 
Care over all his Creatures} even in the moſt 
ſecret Principles and hidden Cauſes ofi cur Byb- 
ſitence. Whether therefore God ſuſtains bur 
Lives after a common or:extraordinary* man- 
| 95 ner, 
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ae hight Pride in Meri to neglet il 
read: to lorct Goff to AR aſtet p 
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thebgh he ccbld have Controub d Nis Enemies, d 
and aer d the Coüffe of Nate at bis Ples- i 
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ly braught ant of Priſon, StolPavbalid: not. 
prchumerupgn the — —-— 


vine Power hut wie 

in:q Bunter D not gor Wa⁰ 
of Faith or- 1% but becavierche; 
would nat tempt him by omitting. fan- 
thar Means of eſtaping . The fame: gt. Pau. 
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» whether. their, 
bop is mage; dhe Jſtramgns of heit Mainy 
tenance, or God provides for them (Khan 
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I 2 aite for, tham fo frenide iam ben 
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394 The Sin; Fall; and Danger 
= eanfep'the'Srars:tonſhed: their malignant and 
tnkfltnfſacnces upon ns, curſes tbe Ear: 
| ulhzaxeas all Nature againſt us; 


when whotbNarionvinourn under the Scourge us 
of ih „and his deſtroying Angeli, Nel 
wwe ſübtter Oabrbäd Wars, Plagues, and Fa. Ich 
mne „ndr unſftäth the; Sword of divine th 


Wougrance t Fs og iarred with Slaughter 
and Deſtrutions, bokts dt is Time to have 
Recoutfe: be Y Prayer for bis extra. 
6 i Aſfiſtance, and Mer- 
ea But oitatilyche axpeds we ſhould tie 
the con Means'laid- before ns, leaving 
Him Ito #6:0ut Eudeavours, when 
wethaveexerted//onr-Forec:and Diligence to 


the. uttermoſt? Labour Being the Doom of 

fall's Man ——— Candle of the 

Sori. bethg'oiver to Sleep over by a 

Möwfe Ghee but 40 uſe 8 Vigor de! 
2 NH Perfſeverance and Succeſ, t 
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testi grent Pfuiſe Fd; ad our abundant 
oe 1He bg an dg des labour (fs our f 
0 Aim. Mn c and indeed tis ft N 
Bus Hager Bonk ve bib Los, Poverty com: "i 
E Hot" Dit Wich Rage ; bi Bi" 
Flas be her. an Net 
rn bir Hlouſſa full unto miſorable De. wi 
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Oude of Cauſes which ſeem natutal p πτ- nn 
but gueſs at ſome of them 25a8-hertbyhei 
keeps us from Idleneſs, exertiſas and puniſhes 
us. by laborious Employment raden m 
eeem What Soſts us Pains, Bun on of hit 
chief ons is ro conceal bis Conduct frau 
thoſe that deſerve not to knn it nyet pry: 
into it and enereaſe the Humility and Faith 
of the Righteous: Did God al 
2 miraculous manner, ſueb a dazling and ama 
zing Exidence of his Power and Wiſdom. 
vould draw O Souls out of that State of 
Fath by Which we are humblyr to adore him 
vithout beholding him after a ſenſible Mam 
ner: Therefore. in the Conduct of our Souls, 
ke ulually zmparts his Grace by a Series af 
Rank, whigh appear humane and ordinary. 
and are proportioned to the Ends for which 
icy arg delign d. He would-baxe;us-defie; 
irtues, endeayour to acquire them; cc On 
ions of practiſing them, and avoid what: 
ends to Sin, maturely:cenfider bur Mons 
uch out hate pleaſes him. wand conſtangly⸗ 
urlue it: Ils he that inſpires us wich, this 
lire, werks in us this: Fnqdeavout. mates 
to this Conſideration, aſſiſts as in this Cira 
nipecion,; and animates u —— 
vere — — 
ur Souls, without this Omen and M 
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— WE arid inflamie on. 
Hearts with — — 


thoſe of the Elec whom he has choſen a; 
Haſſeis of Honour: But by covering his O. 
peratians under ordinary Means, he enereaſes 
dur Humility, and preſerves our Faich; ! 
+ Bur ſome will ſay, Is not the Lift of: 
Chriſtian 2 fapernatural one, above human 
Strength? For what is Man that he ſhould be 
the Author of his own Virrue ? And what is 
that Virtue that is but the Work of Man? 
Ve can do all things thro' Chrift that firing: 
thens us, with God's Aſſiſtance, and without 
—— eg 


wait for God's extraordinary Aſſiſtance ce. Bet 
theſe are the Suggeſtions of pteſumptiye Sdoth; 
Grace in om /Pirituel Calling. heithet does 
exchude Labour, nor Labour Grace. I 
| has ever been acknowler bey Me 
that God is the Caaſe of all our good 
on that he turns our Hearts by his ſec 
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file 0 fill our Minds es 
to read often; and AAP dp be rh 
ture, to Rain . eh 
our Bodies in Subjection J — 
reſiſt our Paſſions, eximinè Ard cbtreck but 
Actions, cleauſe dur Hanes And 
Conſciences. ee re 
that God could faridtificttts 

Graces; without * rhis" 


Duties a —— 
and Perfection 3 he being the Rinhor 48 W. 
of the Actions SE 
of the Virtues” acquired 


But tho? 4 — — 

xc the Gi of Gd; eig, that | 
reſts them: God gives us Talents to * 
r0ve; not to bun Phe y ünd Ho bim chat 
veglects to muprove the Grate given him; hal 
e taten eve" rhat bi he hath; Eyery 
ting indeed comes men God, ya arr we 
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verſe. the Order by which 8 ſet 
the M iſdom of the FleſÞ\ above. that, of the 
Sirit, It becomes us rather obodiently to 
perforni our Parts of the Evangelical Cove- 
nant; leaving every thing to God to order 
as he ſhall deem beſt for this Life pr the next, 
for Time ot Eternity. But ſome profligate 
Sinners will ay, they daye not now ſo many 
divine Teacherò. nor ſo many Miracles wrought 
⁊s in the Apaſtics Time: If they could ſee the 
Glo fine tound them, or ſome bright 
Angel would come downto teach them; ifthey 
eould hear Voices from Heaven and Hell, ſee 
the Tombs once opened, and the $0r20m//s 
Gulþh diſtloſed, they would'be convinced and 
teclaim their Lives. But muſt God nom a days 
work all thofe Miracles for 1 
which were ar firſt deſign d to ſet a 
on of dur Saviour, arid deſtroy that of Saran? 
Twas necefſary- that che 
eſtabliſh by Miractes,ſhould be-aboliſt'd by 

reater, and-Heathew Kdolatry extipated by 


2 
* * 
a 


— Col. | R 


In come into the World, but they love 8 
neſe, becauſe their Deeds are evil. If they 
ſee one tiſe from the Grave, it might 
ſtrike their, Imagination, but not their Heart 4 
perhaps they would take it for Fancy or Illu- 
fon ; and thoſe whom neither the preaching 
of the Word, the Authority. of Scripture, nor 
" Voice of Conſcience can move, neither 

can any viſible Miracle convince;. The Holy 
spirit indeed with great Benignity and Long- 


Thoughts and Deſires, and 


prompts good 
would aſſilt and comfort them in the diſſicult 
and irkſom Task Ser jfchey70 


bur ſerionſly begin it. But if Men will fill 
90. on / to reſiſt and abuſe all Means Zar 
to proxoke and 2 griens the bleſſed Spirit, and 

ſand upon ſuch extraordinary Terms of Sal. 
ation, as the Saints themſelves preſume not 
to beg, flipulating tot. Miracles, when. they 
&ſerve,,vo Pe 
unk chem; tis niffit they defi 
rene phe Wie wick Cont 
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_ verſly doubting or diſputing his Attributes; 
| miſſion of Soul, embrace his Doctrines, and 


male our Calling aud Election fure, with Di 


being (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) grie ved, yet re. 
joicing. troubled; but not in Diftreſ7, per. 


phexed, but not caſt down, or for ſaten; mourn: 


1 OO ———s__ — 
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& filthy ſhall be filthy feats" till he" ſhall: fall 
under God's incenſed Juſtice, who" N 
ai conſuming Fire to alb thoſe that "by pre 
fumptuous Sint; tire out his Merey. 
And thus having ſhewn the Cult and Dan: 
ger of tempting God, 1 nee =_ ſome 
eating by way of Application. 

"Now if it be ſo grievous a thing, "_ 
ſuch fatal Conſequence to Fempr Cod by Di 
ſtruſt or Preſumption; let us not ſtand per- 


but* with all · Singleneſs of Heart, and Sub- 
pay Obedience to his Precepts; Jabonring tr 
ligence and Reſignation, with Solicitude and 


Meekneſs, with a Faithful Exactneſs and an 
holy Fear. Let us bear our Afflictions cam). 


ing for out Sins, not our Sufferings; ſorrow- 
ing! for our Faults, not repining at our Wants; 

ing our Hopes within the Bonnds of a r- 
tional Confidence; ; truſfing in and reyeting 
God's yet trembling at his Judgments, 
1 Pj our Guile By Defporidency, 
the Haven of Repentancebeing open ; not avg 


mentiog it by 1" Sits the Day of — 


-of Tempting God. 


| being uncertain.” Let us not be too inquilitive 
into the hidden Things of God; ſuch Know. 
ledge is too high for us, ue cannot attain to 
it; neither 4 the Ways or Works of 
the Almighty by our Ways or Works. The 
Righteouſneſs of the Lord (ſays the Pſalmiſt) 
ftands firm and manifeſt as the high Mountains, 
but his Judgments are as the great Deep, 
unfathomable : Let us firmly believe what he 
that cannot lie, has revealed in Scripture, 
and not pry too curiouſly into the Myſteries 


„or our Religion, which in chi dark Vale of 
7 AMiſery, and Shadownf Ignorance and Death, 
ve cannot 2nd. They are facred and 
- WH undoubted Truths that have a wonderful Mix- 
+ Wl ture of Light and Darkneſs; like the Pillar 


of the Cloud by Day, el Fee: by Night, 
that conducted the Iſraclites. To look clear- 
ly into them, may be the Privilege and joy- 

ful Contemplation of the Saints and Angels, 
who. ſee. Cod Face to Face, but to believe 
and reyere them now caſt into a Shade, ſounds 


the Hopes, and;Happineſs of the Saints on 
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Power to ſupport us, were there is no 
8 for it, from Reaſon or Scriptute. Let 


and Meditations of our Hearts, that they 
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Reed will faib us, nor yet preſiune on Gods 


us cheriſſi every Grace and good Giſt that 
comes from above, liſten to every pious Mo: 
tion and Dictate of God's Spirit ſpeaking ſoſt· 
ly to our Hearts, not daring to approach the 
divine Preſence with Rudeneſs, or uttet any 
thing before him without due Preparation 
but fo regulating the Morat of our Months, 


may be akvays acceptable to the infinite Perſe. 
Aion ; not articling with our Maker: for fu- 
pernatural Aids, but aud circum 
ſpectly like wi/e; good, aui falt Ser: 
wants, walking in his Laws whichbb bas fot 
before us: 80 ſhall we be neither blinded 
with Error, nor eneryated” with Sloth; 'nei- 
ther dejecte & by" Labour. nb „ndr klated with 
Pride, die heating our Strength cbuſummated 
in our Infirmities, and bmg able tu db al 
tings through® the Afiſtuts of God that 
e tg: [we ſhall Akally arrive at the | 
N 4 of Hebei Bre pu e for thoſe tha 
„„ 
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bor their ſchiſmatical Factions and 
SS . licentious Practices; their ſiding 
nith, eloquent Teachers againſt himſelf, the 
ſpiritual Father and Founder of their Church; 


their tolerating an inceſtuous Her ſon among 
; Wh them, without to cut him off (for 
; Wy + while) by — theit abuſung 


; Brethren, by frequenting Taol Feaſts, by in- 
dulging themſelves in Fornication, by their 
irreverent, luxurious, and ſcandalous Cele- 
bration of the Lord Supper: And having 
allo (for a farther n of their Faith 
and Nn fully diſcuſs d to them ſundry 


2 4 weighty 


1 
3 
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their Chriſtian Liberty, and offtuding weak 


1 — 


welflrpcPolarspivoncerning Marriage and 
Sur the Uſe and Preſe. Wi 
rence” of pie Gifts, the never:failn (iſo 
Buri „ aud the fundamentl 


ArticlÞefiourCred, the Refterrettion of the 
Aua Towardevthe-Cloſe of the Epiſtle, he 
charges them not to renounce their Chriſtian 
Piafoyſion, for um Tempration or Per ſecu- 


J. 13. of ty watch, to fand faf, 010 
Chap. 16. 2 üb gota:Heorks, to be ſtrong in the Mili 
2 70 15. Barth, band ir themſelves like Mex: And g 
then Kaluting them With Tenderneſs and Be. Ch 
nignity3chefore he honciudes all wich bis pater l 
nal-Benedidtion; though 4 /ent in Boch, yet ito 
det in dhe ifpirtt R. eprehenſion, Convi- chi. 


Qion and Diſcipline, by the Aurhority con- 
mitted: th him it! he warns, he in 


ef fel he cum ab ;fuch among them, 8 co: 
in Thong to Mandi Deed, ' diſhonour, t. ri. 
N 1 4eby „the Band that bought them; ¶ dio 
laxingo down ghis zu he great Rule of 4- le. 


Ning and: Hecleſiaſtical Cenfure 
Such; I any Mum leut 
ee | let him be Asi. 
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Stated and Enforced. 345 
I. Firſt, * The Conſideration of the Per. 

y here recommended as the chief n of 

Car Love): the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. A 
Il. Secondly; An enquiry into bd Nine 
and Extent of the Duty here enjoined,” and 
hat is Love: PIPES we hg 
Jeſus Chriſt. © 

III. Thirdly, — cf tht wes; 1 
gious Guilt of not loving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
implied i in the Apoſtle's dreadful Curſe there- | 
upon, any Man love not the Lord Jer 
Chrift let him be Anathema Maranatha. © 
I. And firſt, for the firſt ; the Confidera- 
tion of the Perſon here recommended as the 
chief Object of our Love, the Lord Teſts 
Griff,” ; 
Herein the Apoſtle ſers forth to us the ſe. 
cond Perſon of the ever · bleſſed and glorious 
Trinity, by ſach Names and Titles, füch A- 
lions and Sufferings as denote the principal 
Reaſons which ſhould excite us to love him; z 
3 he is God by Nature, the Lord God ble: | 
fd for ever; as he is God manifeſted in 
the Fleſh,” our Lord and Saviour eſig 
Chrif?. | Greene 

I. Firſt, He is led 1 Pare: which Title is is 
ſcribed to him, by the Prophery, TE, q 
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minion. 


ah renn — addy: de 
1 * Angie, Death and Reſuxrection, and 
the Power. conferted on him of Judging 
alli Ns a Recompence' of his cue 
Sacribgs;: and the unjuſt Sentence be un 
cent here on Earth, which yet was 4 
Gift too vaſt to be beſtowed on any one that 
uns hunger Alan; but alſo he is: ö led ge 
2 re, with relation t0 that abſolute and pz 
ramoumt . Sovereignty, that inherent and in- 
1 Perfection he had from cycr- 
laſtioga by his ererna Generation, which no 
Mag can explain; by the myſterious and in- 
effable Communication of the Gadhead to 
him, whole and entire, without Divifion or 
Multiplication; whereby he became the only 
Nen Son of God, of one numerical Sub. 
- Nance: with the Father, and had a complex 
and\\uncreated Subſiſtence, not only. before 
dbdabam\.was, but before all Worlds were 
5 Mee s, both viſſhle and. invi- 
: Mug made by him, and fur his Pha- 
r all Thrones , Dominions, 
Phincipalities and Powers, originally owe 
their Being Oonſervation and Obedience, of 
whom therafore. aeconding to our Apoſtle, te 
bleſſed Spirit gives this Teſtimony, Thou, 0 
Hurd. in ebe ien 0 laid the Four 
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the work of #hy Hans. - ThyTbromyp νẽ’iäb 1.8 1. 
is for guer aud euer, Sc. tn owe 2d, Os 
Hence alſo be is called in Scxiptuazy by fcb 
nemendous Names as are, dpptopriatgd;.obly: 
to the ſupreme God, as. ¶ ha Lori nimm Jes 23-6. 
our Righteouſneſs, who is berame H h ' be 
dm and Righteaufueſs: Rade mp tiam and Ftv 1s. 13. 
fifcation! The: Lord of Hafts.,1 an bald Nom. 10 
Name whoever ſpall call hall ba delivered , 251 
from all bus Enemies. - The Lora Liſi aud 
Glory, the true God aud eternal \Lifgy ſin 
whom we true and maue, and haue our pris 
ſent Being, » through: ubm un hope fum i 
bliefub Immortality. Mho thereforelis unt 
thy of all Honour, Bhoſſing and Glory; as be : Tim. 6. 
ing in the moſt exalted Manner, he iñyad , 6. 
end only Potentate, the King af Ning undb. 16. 
Lord of Lords; the Alphia'and Omega; which. 
#, was; and ig to comet the holy: Lioxd>Gva. 
Amighty, the Searcher: auf call Heart 
Reins, who alone: can forgeve. Sang Je 
beginning was the 2 — 2.3 
vith God, and eſſentialſy God himſd i lndey 
pendent, Indefectible. Ornniſcient and Au- 
. the ſane uo Tifeniiny, avd 
e zi @2vie mage bottald 
"= Wade Le 4 thing, tha Son 
if God, equal to the Father, and one with 
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| 1—— divine Glory, and ex. 
Frage of his Perſon ſhould diveſt, and 
ditt eres empty himſelf of his inacceſſible 


_ mor} and calamitous Condition, al- 
| —— — — be made of 


2 Condeſcenfion, with the Sick 


4 
Nablidmt and Sinners, whom he was to /ave 


ly condemned under the diſmal Sentence 0 


Prvenrotonementtounfinite Wrath and Ven. 
| cho 
| Pace ra «the Other being not 


uke f ulb Satisfacti 
iaubiu Aru alone. ſhould than bring. Salus. 
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Spender ant tranſcendent Majeſty, to appexr 


, to converſe here below, in all 


Imporent, whom he was to heal, with 


and v to Repentance ; herein is intimated 


another forcible Argument to engage us to 
int him, as he is Jeſus Chriſi our Saviour, 
thednginted of God: Herein the 
moſtl a Inſtance of divine Love, that 


wheorhewhole Race of Adam lay deſerved 


Death and Eternal; when neither 
Mun nor ⸗Angel was able to make any con. 


a wretched. and abo- 


"Natur o\diffanent from che Perſon of 
har bf:a2Meritovallly inferior, to 

an to an oſſended Deity! 
that h Godau x here uuas 20 Jnterce}; 


mu Ouimipatent quſtior it ſelf; though 0 


3 99 is 


Stated) an Bf 1 
ly incenſed and exaſperated, the 
9 — —— 
Vineyard: fend bis Heir to thoſe u 
landen that Ihould bill him, ane 
ame bbs Servants; and that beloved: Sos his 
Lord from Heaven, become the crm 
to accompliſh the Will f bir Fathes, (the 
Violition of which not all the Blood of Bids 
ard Goats ronld expiate) that by beingiſſan 
j well as Cod, he might voluntarily give him 
elf a Ranſom; and taſte Death for all dau 
ad being God as well as Man, mightaccards+ 
ns to the adorable Dignity of bis Perſom 
make the ineſimable Sacrifice of bimſeiſꝭ in 
finitely Meritorious,” and entirely commeni 
fate to the comprehenſive Guilt. of. Man 
kd, Sem the beginning ro che end af d 
World. FY 7. 417 3029 rabies vl 

Hence Wwe eee do: d conctived 
u the Womb, he was named Jeſus, tec] 
le was to ſave the People from: thin ius 
(there Jing: e no other Name given: 
Heaven, ' whereby we can "be" fru 
Emmanuel) or God eminently. and \\confÞedite 
uſy with ur, in a gracious arid unparalleled 
dlyation ; + Salvation which Helifiot only 
brought ro Light by his Goſpel” ( Neuen 
lalvatiom to ——— 
rar for us, by hjs Acre ande e 
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Curſe 

—— bai made «Corſo 
ne Remidion;. for Captives Redemption, 
FforciEnettiies/Feconcibation ; and applying 
this Salvation to out Sculs, by the preaching 
of i Word, the: Adminiſtration of his Sz 
amen, and the Iuſluence of his Spifit 
aud conſequenthy,} be Was more truly great 
than Joſe according to his Name. — the 
ming uf the ect, delivering them by the 
Matit of his Paſſion che Power of his Re. 
ſunectidn, and the Afſiſiance of his Grace, 

frptiths Guile and: Puniſhment of::Siv, tbe 
Wrath of God, the Dominion and Vidtbryof 
— 1 giving us Peace 
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on, the more abundant Union ofthe 
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e moſt 'exa/ted Offices,” ſuch as were ths 
Prophetic,” Sacerdotal, and Regal, hiel? 
were to be united in his Manhbod; thut 48 
1 Prophet he might gels the ſetreo Pubs 
ſis of God's free Grace, in our 


Nellempi 
tun, which no created Knowledge could 
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After the nobler Or der of 
Melobiſeder; he might make an araplo-Propf? 
tation for gur accuhulated Guiltz and d 
Wine ſet on the boy? Hill of San) he might 
rer, give Laws kö. protect. Ianctifie and 
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1 COR. xvi. 22. 


If any Man love not the Lori 


Telus Chriſt, let him be Ana- 
thema — 


— 


N upon theſe 
F | Words, I obſerved that they 1ug- 
— | bw to us theſe three Heads, 

Firſt, The Conſideration of the 


| — | here recommended as the chief Objech 
of our Love, the Lord Fefus Chriſt. 


Secondly, An Enquiry into the Nature and 


' Extent of the Duty here enjoined, and thut 


is Love, If any Man love not the Lord Je 


2 Cbriff. it 
wr „4 3 fo Ws 5 the -prodigic 


14052 re 


Guilt 5 nor ts Apr eſis Chris 


4 5 na 11 Lot 4 * 
It 


4 prodigious Sin. 
fis Chriff, let him be Anathema Maran- 
ab 55 | b 3687 kel 
The two firſt; of theſe Heads I have al- 
ready handled, and therefore ſhall now pro- 
ceed to the third. viz. A Declaration of the 


2370 


great Guilt of not loving the Lord Jeſur 


Ciriff implied in the Apoſtle's denouncing 
2 dreadful Curſe thereupon, I any Man love 
wt the Lord Jeſuùs Chriſt, let him be Ana- 
thema Maranatha. J 


* 


And here 1 ſhall firſt ſpeak to the Guile, 


and then to the Curſe. 
And firſt, for the Guilt. 
Now if we refle& upon how many impor- 
unt and deſerving Accounts our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is the proper, adequate, and ultimate 
Object of our religious Love; it will appear, 
that for any one who profeſſes Chriſtianity, 
not to love and honour, to believe and traſt 
n, to obey and adore his Lord and Saviour, 
5 to offer ſtrange Violence to his Reaſon ; to 
be Guilty of the baſeſt Ingratitude to hisgreat- 
et BenefaCtor 3 to renounce his Vow in Bap- 
in; to deſtroy (as much as in him lies) the 
foundations of his Religion; to eyacuate his 
Redemption ; and exclude himſelf. from the 
Mercy of that powerful Mediator, who a- 


E 1 nene 2 — 
me can reſcue him from everlaſting Ven- 
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Not loving ; Chriſt 5 

For ſuppoſing our Lord's immenſe Benefits 
did not entitle him to our Love, yet his di- 
vine Natute might in ſtrict Reaſon challenge 
it; if we owed him not for what we are, by 
his unparallelled Bounty, yet we are bound 
to confide in, and worſhip him for what be 
is, and always was." 

For if thefaint Reſemblances of his Under- 
ſtanding and Might, his Goodneſs and Truth, 
in his Creatures, be in them fo highly ami- 


able; what is he in himſelf, in the ſurpaſſing 
Excellence, the immutable Stability of his im- 
mortal Exiſtence, the raviſhing Wonders of 
his eternal Eſſence, the never-fading Beauty 
of his infinite Perſections, the infcrurable fl © 
Reaſons of his all- governing Providence, and h 
the incxhauſtible Treaſures of his unerring Wl 
' Wiſdom? © p 
Whether then Love be the innate Propen- t 
ſion of che Will: Towards a ſubſtantial and do- 
rable Good, or the Complacence and Delight 0 
reſulting from the Purſuit and Acquiſition of 
that Good, (as moſt ſuitable to irs Bent and 
Capacity) or whether it be the ardent Deſire — 
of ſomething which appears fair and lovely | 
to the Underſtanding, which therefore cou * 
it, and ſtrives to be united to, and poſſeſs it; ho 


what Object can there be ſo tranſcenden. 


ho Good as the Lord our God, the * 
er 


4 prodegious 

Ciftern, the Source of ſolid _ the 
ever-ſpringing. Fountain of all Good? What 
ſo agreeably adapted, and ſo efficaciouſly con- 
ducive to the Being and Well-being of. Man 
(as a rational Subſtance) as that /apreme in- 
tellectual Good, which the Soul in its primi- 
tive Innocence happily adhered to; which 
neither original nor actual Pollution can make 
ir wholly deviate; from, without ſome Relu- 
tance; which when ſeparated from the Bo- 
dy (as being derived from above) as natu- 
rally 9 to it as the Body does to the 
Earth, out of which it was formed? Is there, 

or can there be any ſincere or laſting Satis- 
faction found in all the Pleaſures or Honours 
here below, which are at the beſt ſubject ro 
neceſſary Decay, and mixed or attended with 
ſome alloy of Bitterneſs, in compariſon of that 
that fulne ſa of Foy, thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, 

that are at God's right Hand for evermore? 
Or can any Beauty be fo univerſally charm- 
ing as that of the Lord of Love, the Bride. 

groom of the Church, who. is chief among 
ten Thouſands, and fairer than the Sons of 
Men? For though whilſt he as args with 
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| Ported Mirror of his Wiſdom ſhines; he has | 


Not loving Chriſt, 
rows, he manifeſted his ineffable Love) yet 
furely as he is God, in whom all the Fathers Ml ; 
awful Majeſty, and attractive Goodneſs, the 
Brightneſs of the everlaſting Light, and un. Wl | 


a Beauty ſo powerful, that Moſes having a few 
Rays of its Glories darted upon his 'Face, 
the weak Mortality of the I/7aelites could 


ſcarce ſuſtain them; a Beauty ſo conſummate ¶ fu 
and dazling, that the moſt excellent Lumina- WI ": 
-ries of Heaven, (though pleaſant to behold) Ml |: 
are but as ſhadows of it; and the Angels that a 
Stand before him, are forc'd to veil their o. 
Faces with their JW; ings, in profound  Admi- V 
ration of that immaculate Effulgence which WI / 
is to be the Light of the new Feruſalem. Se 
+ Tris but 711 therefore that our Love ſhould WM 
aſpire (as far as its poſſible) to be commenſu- me 
rate to his: unchangeable and adorable E. S 
fence; who is ſuch an exalted and infinitely Wl ©: 
: defireable Good. Wi 
For ſince other Paſſions (ſometimes to our 7: 
Shame) riſe as high as their OCſecte, ou | 
Fear encreafing with the Greatneſs of the e 
Danger apprehended ; our Hatred ſwelliꝗ De. 
according to the ſuppoſed Malignity, and - a5 © 
 otaſneſs of the Perſon we are averſe to; (cer 
Anger raging according to the Height of " rey: 
= wa Tx; n or the Meanneſs of bis 


hin 


a prodigious Sin. 
him that offer'd\ it; our Foy: being diffuſed 
and 'expanded, as the Fruition of the thing 
ye long'd for, more abundantly and conſtant- 


ly contributes to our SatisfaCtion ; Is it not 
highly unreaſonable, that the Love we owe 
to our Lord, ſhould nor perpetually riſe, en- 

creaſe, and continue, if not equal, yet in 
ſome degree at leaſt, proportionable to the 
ſublime Dignity and uncontroulable Pre- emi- 
nence of his Being, the ſuperlative and abſo- 


alone can rectiſie and cure the Diſtempers of 


Miſdom; turn our Auger into a rational, 
ſcaſonable, and charitable Concern for his 
Service ; make our Hope wait till his King- 
4m ſhall farther be reveal d; mitigate or re- 
move our Sorrows by the Conſolation of his 
Spirit; and by the ſecret inviſible Communi- 
cation of himlelf to our Hearts, fill our Souls 
with the moſt tranſporting Extaſies of inex · 
preſuble Joy. 

But if his Power and Majeſty, his being 
the Sum of our Happineſs, and End of our 
Deſires; if his being c/orb'd with Splendor 
s with a Garment, and deck'd with tran- 
kendent: Comelineſs, ſhould not induce us to 
reyere and love him; yet the Emanations of 


ute Perfection of his glorious Attributes; who 


our Minds, regulate our Fear by a religious 


_— 


lis Grace and Goodnels, the tender Mercies, 
Bb 4 og: 


* 
1 
; 
\J _ 
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vour and Excellence of his Promiſes ; his ey- 


and Refreſhment, and the Support, Directi. 


Love) who 10 us when we were the moſt 
that Love, in making Interceſſion for us. 


| how much are we obliged to /ove and ho. 
nour our Lord and Maſter, who not only 
was without Stain or Guile, and: merited for 


| hath no Man, that he lay down his Lift 
for bis Friend, what manner of Love wis 


Not þ loving Grin. 


of che Son of God and Bomelr of Chrif 
Jeſus; the Remembrance of what he wrought 
and ſuffered for us; the Sweetneſs of his Fa. 


dearing Invitations to come unto him for Eaſe 


on, and Comfort he affords us in the Night of 
Affliction, and Gloomineſs of Deſpair, ſhould 
(if we have any Gratitude, any Senſe of his 
boundleſs Loving-kindneſs) inflame our Hearts, 
and turn all our Afettions towards him, the 
great Lover of Souls; who loved us as wel 
before as after our Exiſtence ; (for our Crea. 
tion and Preſervation, is an Effect of that 


polluted and execrable Sinners, and waſhed 
us in his own Blood; and perſeveres ſtill in 


- If Honour and Love be the Price of Vir- 
tue, and the natural Recompence of Merit, 


us everlaſting Happinels, but being equa/ to the 
Farher in his ſupreme Empire over us, is to be 
honoured with the ſame Honour that we give 
the Father? And if greater love than thi 


4.3 ; his, 


a prodigious Siu, 


his, and how ſtupendous was his Condeſcen- ; 


ſoo, in that the eternal Word took 


EL | 


him our Nature; the holy One of Iſrael was 


made Sin; God bleſſed for ever, became 4 
Curſe ; and the Lord of Life and Glory, un- 
derwent an ignominious Death for us; his 


gaceleſs and inveterate Enemies? How then 
can we reſiſt ſuch Love, without reſiſting the 
Light of Nature and Revelation, and being 


chargeable with ſordid Diſ-ingenuity, extreme 
Hardneſs of Heart, daring Preſumption, and 


gel ſhall anſwer for him who refuſes thee, O 


In whoſe Name can he be juſtiſied, but in 


we thy Name? Or how can that impious 
Wretch hope to eſtape, who treads under 


ite to the Spirit of Grace, rejects the gr: 
«vation tendered to him in the Goh 

yeat in reſpect of the un ſcarchable M 57 
the bleſſed Trinity that contrived it, which 


o the intolerable Evils it delivers from, and 


a .j.cD <P eld 


Ct of the Author of it, the Son 0 God; the 
/imable Price of it, his Blood and the 
| Almighty 


the blackeſt Iugratitude? What Man or An- 


by Name, O God, who art faithful and 
uſt to forgive ur, and merciful to thoſe that 


wt the Blood of the Son of God, does Des 


Lord Jeſus the Righteous, for his Advocate? 


gels deſire to look into; great in relation 


de endleſs Felicity it procures; great in re- 


by his Grace, who are dead in Sin; no leſs 


and Similitude, his Deſign was, that Mar 


Creator. "4s 


a new Creation of him, but by making « 
| himſelf Man, by an unexpected and unfathon 


Man might in part, and in ſome meaſure, 0 


Not loving Chriſt, 


Almighty Power he exerts in quickning thoſ 


Power than he ſhall exert in the uniyerſy 
Reſurtection of the Daa. 

When the Father of Spirits, who is eſſen. 
tially Love, made Man after his own Image 


ſhould reflect and return his Love, by being 
holy as he is holy; it being as natural fo 
Man thus to /ove his Maker, as to be a Cres. 
ture; and the Perfection of his Nature, con 
ſiting in ſuch a Love and Imitation of hi 


; When Adam notwithſtanding this, (thong 
in no wiſe conſtrained) fe from his Inno 
cence by his own Free-will and Choice, aro: 


| defaced the Image of God ſtamp'd upon li 


Soul by his hateful Tranſgreſſion, in Conteny 
of God's equitable and eaſie Command, ye 
even then, the Almighty, to ſhew that f 
Love and Nature was ſtill the ſame, infinit 


and unchangeable, was graciouſly pleaſed: 
reſtore and renovate loſt Man; not indeed iice 


able Miracle of Mercy and Humiliation; thi 


come his own Saviour as far as he was ſu 


ported and dignified by the _— oh 
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Godhead to his Manhood, in the Perſon of 
Chriſt. Here then aroſe a freſh Obligation 
won all Mankind, to expreſs in themſelves 
a new Similitude to their Creator and Re- 
deemer; to evidence a new Love to their 
Lord and Saviour (which ſhould be the Spring 
of their preſent Happineſs, and Pledge of their 
future; ) and that by performing the Condi- 
tions of the Goſpel Covenant, in a lively 
Faith and, unſhaken Truſt in the Name and 
Merits of Chriſt; in ſuch an Obedience to 
is Precepts, as ſhould induce them to /ove 
God with all their Soul and Strength, and 
their Nezghbour as themſelves; and in ſuch 
2 godly Sorrow for their frequent Lapſes, as 
roduces and conſtitutes a Repentance not to 
e repented of: lu the Demonſtration of this 
we, by fulfilling theſe Conditions, to 
hich we are bound by our Baptiſmal Co- 
renant, conſiſts the Subſtance of the whole 
aw, the Nature and Perfection of a Chriſtian ; 
nd he that does not thus in Heart and Pra- 
vice, manifeſt his Love, has not in him the Na- 
we, much leſs the Perfection of a Chriſtian; 
nd therefore cannot partake of the Adyan- 
ges and Bleſſings which belong to ſuch a 
joble and ſalutiferous Profeſſion ; and conſe- 
uently (however ſpecious his Pretences may 
) 'twere better for him he had never been ad- 


mitted 


380 


continues a rotten Member; for he is as nc. 


| _ Chriſtian; there 


Syn of God, as works by Love, and produces 
Obedience; and nothing more effeCtually o 


Pride, and contemptuous Singular 


neſs it is to publiſh, enforce, and defend thol 


ſider that however ſome Men may imagine, 


Not loving Chrift, - 


mitted into the Told of Chriſt, of which be 


ceſſarily accur/ed, and ſubject to divine Wrath, 
as he is by his own voluntary Choice, no real 
being indeed no ſuch thing 
as true Chriſtianity without ſuch a Faith in the 


verturns our Religion, and evacuates the 
whole Work of our Redemption, than the 
Want of that Faith and Obedience. 
' Which yet may appear farther, if we con 


that the diſavowing the Divinity and Sati 
Faction of Chriſt, is no Argument of theit 
Want of Love to him, or their being bac 
Chriſtians ; yet it is certain, that he who bc 
lieves not the Divinity, nor acknowledges 
nor truſts in, the Satisfaction of our Lord and 
Saviour, does not only our of a ſuperciliouſ 
ity, Contra 


dict the Miniſters of the Goſpel, (whoſe Bu 


ſablime Truths) and thereby reproaches Chrise 5 
himſel6, 1who Tete Miniſſens i; but 
2 him ies, — deſtroys 


Sn reads united Tel 
ail 


ee 
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Prophers and Apoſtle | 
roneous and falſe; and conſequently makes 
Gid a Liar, who gave them thoſe Scriptures 


381 


les concerning him, as er- 


by Inſpiration ; and by taking away the Ve- 


ncity of God, denies his very being; for if he 
be not a God of infinite Veracity, or may ei- 
ther deceive or be decei ved, he neither is, nor 
properly can be God. re 


then was he not effectually a Saviour; for 


be propitiatory, barely as Man, however in- 
nocent. And if he be not effectually a Savi- 
our, then there is no ſuch thing as Remiſſion 
of Sins through his Blood, but we are „ill in 
Bondage to Sin and Satan; then alſo as nor 
having died for our Sins, he is neither ien 
pain by his divine Power, for our Fuſtifi- 


ation, as not having Power to take up his 


Life as well as lay it down; nor ſhall we 
% again by the ſame quickning Power: 
Ney, all the Expreſſions of God's exceeding 


gible; our Faith in a crucified Jeſus, our 


olatry in worſhipping Chriſt 2s God, who 
4s but a meer Man; his Teſtimony concern- 


And if Chriſt be not God as well as Man, 


heat Love and Mercy in the Redemption 
ad Sanctiſication of hoft Man, by the Death 
if his Son, are either frivolous or unintel- 


ole Religion, is vain ; we are guilty of I. 


his Sacrifice of himſelf neither was, nor could 
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neither our Lord and Saviour, nor having any 


im as oft as it chunders; they having more 


Not loving Chriſt, 
ing himſelf is deſervedly to be rejected; the 
Jews were no way guilty in condemning hin 
to Death, foraſmuch as he who was but a 
Man, made himſelf a God. And thus being 


neceſſ- ary or abiding Principle of infinite Know. 
ledge in himſelf; he could not be the pro. 
miſed Meſſiah ; he neither reveal d the ſecret 
Counſel of God concerning our Redemption, 
as a Prophet; nor effected that Redemption 
as a merciful Higb-Prieſt; nor can confer 
Salvation as a King, on thoſe that believe 
on him; nor has he any Power to zuage the 
World, as not being Lord of the Quick and 
the Dead; nor enabled as God, to do 1ight 
to all Men; and therefore the Meſſiah is nut 
already come, the Fews do well to expet 


reaſon to pray for our Conyerſion, than we 
for theirs ; and though Chriſt diet h no more, 
and will never appear to make a new Recon 


ciliation for thoſe who ſlight his firſt Appeo 
ance, yet after this rate, we muſt expect er 
Lights, and another Teacher; a new Rel 
gion, a new Foundation is to be laid by ſom 
Apeſtate Heretich,.cori reprobute” Angel. be 
Ader hat Chrift andchis Apaſtier have taugi 


and laid, notwithſtanding! St. Pauls Ant 
thema to the contrary. _ . 


a prodigious Sin. 


Tis-in vain here to urge, as ſome do, in 
excuſe of their Infidelity, that Chrift was made 


Cod by Office, who was not ſo by Nature; 
and as God by Office, they believe in him : 


for this is to deſtroy the Unity of the God- 


head, and ſet up/#wo God's, one Superior, 
the other Inferior; the one Real, the other 
Fiftitious ; one by Eſſence, the other by A- 
doption. As little will it help them, to plead 
that they believe the Man Jeſus to be the 


true Meſſiah, and that's enough for any Chri- 


tian. For ſince we can have no Lie thro” 
the Name of Jeſus, unlels we believe him to 
be the eternal Son of God, it is not ſufficient 


ſh, unleſs we alſo acknowledge him to be 
the eternal Son of God. His being the Me/- 
ab indeed denotes his Office, but his being 
the eternal Son of God denotes his Eſſence, 
by which he was God, before he became the 
Chriſt. He could not barely as Man, have 
perform'd the Office of the Meſſiah, had he 
pot been the Sox of God by a natural, nece/? 
4%, and eternal Generation. 


pretended Reaſon run into, that will nor c= 


their Lord and Neuem zi and ſa wngrdres 
| ©, 1817002 2413 01 ll} 


barely to believe that he was the true Meg 


och range; Ablarditint ria thafe Mew og 
ks the, Diuinity ono the Sari 


. 


— — 
— ws. — 
w 2 * . * — 


t 
1 
f 
1 
| l 
t 

x 


. 
. — Tt, A... ee en —— ei Re — — —— — 


utter Ruine and Confuſſon, do they overturn hill /r 
their Religion, pervert Perrert the Seriptures, ander Ch 
dervalue Chriſt's +nfinire Lous u | 


the greater Love is due to him from us; to 
him. And if the e and coming 


dieent to that infitlite Love; hat Retum 
cannor be made Without' à true Senſe of thi 


to 1 5 our ſelbes 


Nut loving Griſt, 


. as well as-perniciouſly. to their Own 


If che 8 . 
22 for , che greater was'his Love, and 


then ftom the Nature or Perſon © 
Chriſt w ho ſuffered is to under value the Love 
of God, and to come ſhort of that Acknoy. 
ledgement and Thankſgiving which is due t 
of Chriſt 
into the World were the higheſt Act of Lore, 
an Ac of infinite Lobe, We are obliged 
to return our Tanks ſorne WA "cbtreſpon 


Infinity,” and a fe of chat Infinity cannot 
conſiſt nico in 5 Ie infinite 
Dig 2 the Per #; the! 
85 dale 3ſt" co b 8 ; Well a) 
"or nd n al believe 1 U r 
Hints che kigheft Pieſuwption: 

"and cheat bur Souls wit 
Lions as the Ag ents of 
with, asttie have a mind 
as f tives, and even in one 
5 e ach, vie 
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" Ala * Sn 
though he delights' in no good 


In like manner, Aale who being; called im: 


to a State of Regeneration, adopted into the 


Family of Chriſt, and conſecrated to his Ser- 
vice, Mall n 


ready Obedience and extenſive Charity 
and to bor out their paſt Tranſgreſſions by 
an and ſeyere Contrition ; what do 


they but defie the Authority and Majeſty of 


cur moſt holy ILaw-giver, reject his natural 
ind acquir d Dominion over them, to which 
he has an ir 
deſpiſe the Richis of his Goodneſs and For- 
learance, which ſbould lead them to Repen- 
once; repreſenting our Lord's facile and pleas 
ant Prece 
hemſelves are ſlothful and perverſe; com- 
plaining of want of Grace when they bave 
grieved and quenthed the Hpirit, whoſe Of- 
ce it is to work in our Breaſts, the Love of 
Criſt ; and apply his Paſſion to our Souls; 

having no regard to the Juſtice of God, the 
Sanction, ; B 


their ſolemn Vow; 
1 —— Faith and Hope by 


nt and unalienable Right 


as harſh and difficult, becauſe 


3835 
good Work, yet he 
believes and trembles, — and owns 
Chriſt to be the Sow of GO ora 
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Not loving Chriſt. 
dom and Gomorrah ; the Deſtruction of the 
old Workd ; the curſing the whole Earth or 
the Sin of our firſt Parents; the itremiſſible 


Puniſhment of the apoſtate Angels, and the 


frequent Manifeitations of his Vengeance, in 
Kingdoms, by Fire and Sword; — 
tions: Vet none of all theſe Inſtances: ner all 
of them put together, ſhew God's: Diſpleaſute 
againſt Sin, ſo much as his not uring bis 
only Son, but making lum berumm an Offer. 
ing for Sin, that Mem miglit 8 

the Practioe of it, and be 5 
in his Name, and Obedience vo his righte 

Laws: If thereſdre hotwichſtanding all this 
they ſhall er 8 — 


thods of e e , bee e 
which ſhould induee them to wworkovy 74 


Salvation WIr Far uu, rembling, m 
in their- Lives; che Nuit of Holt 
neſs, Temperance;| Mor not und Brother! 
kindut ; if che y halb mock Gd Hype 
criſie, * hate and te their Brethren, ane 
like the s inthe Propher Amur, in 
- ſtead e N 
of Shober, Religion ſubſervient to 
2 and Intereſt} a nde Herwuicebf Gd con 


ſiſtent Wirk that of eee eee, 
— 82 & 
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like Abs they ſhall fell themſebves to 
— ſell themſelves too for 
nog bite the Fuifſes and Vanities of this World, 
iter they axe been reqeemrd by the preci- 
w Bina f htiſta no wonder, if the Al- 
nighty ea ves hem to a rprobare Senſe, the 
Conſequentt df: thetr being yrſolute and un- 
relentihg Chuunen o Diſoledience; ſuffering 
dem to cuñiu the» Cn of, Shumbring , the 
Dregs of biz a hatlh. till hy drawing Iniqui- 
ty; ar it were with- a Cant. Rope, and ſin- 
ing on wich a Conſtience that has no Re- 
morle the bate ſuddenly evertaken by ine- 
Wable\ Dey ru ian. Foxit it was eſteemed 
i uſſicient· Moti ve to the fr aelites to obey 
he Lay, chit: Gd: hach delivered them from 
he Bondage! how much ſtronger 
- haves. wer to Obedience, who! if we are 
4 good\-and faithfid Servants, are re- 
emed by the Paſſion of pur Saviour from 
he conuemnHatver of the Jaw, the Sting 
'« wounde# Gonftiearetitheneging: Malice 
f Safan. ir The jvextimgniſhable; Tarments 
ell Fired "An if he Ve Mags 
uw, died without Mengy ewes terrible In- 
uation waits Him wiki Traub ler aun . 
in CD. af Cbtiſt h) doe may 
ve with Darknhſs, and Crit have.. 
wes W a proſligate phe 
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der, who lives and delights i in Iniquity, be 01 


bandoned to the Puniſbment of the Law, the 
Slavery of Sin, and Power of Hell; diveſteſ 


holy Laws, ungrateful amidſt immenſe Ben 


Not RE n Chriſt, 


pable of that Bliſs which Chriſt has prepared 
for thoſe that execute his Will, and adyance 
his Glory. | 

\ This then is the flagrant Cult of the uube. 
kevin, rebellious, and impenitent, that be- 
cauſe they will not have the Lord Chriſt Je. 
ſus to reign over them, hate to be reformed. 
Hut their Eyes againſt the Light of his Do- 
Ctrine, and Conviction of his Miracles; with 
the e even when the Sos Way 
echpſed, the Earth trembled, and the Rocks 
rent, mock at the Extremity of his Sorrow, 
wherewith God afflicted him for the Sins 0 
the World, in the Day of his fierce Wrath; 
they are therefore alienated from Chriſt, a 


of all Right to any real Good, having nc 
Part in the Attonement or imputed Rig 
zeonſneſe of Chriſt, whoſe Sufferings 
heighten and enflame than expiate = — 
who living as to all religious and graciou 
Purpoſes , without God, without a Sayio 
in the World; are condemned already ; ſot 
aſmuch as they neither believe nor obey tt 
only Son of Cod; but are incorrigible und 


firs, proof againſt Arguments and Inſpiratic 


a \prodigions Sin. 389 


and like Antichriſt, ſer themſelves in open 
Hoſtility againſt the bleſſed Trinity. . | 

on all which Accounts it cannot be 
thought unreaſonable, that the Apoſtle ſhould. 
denounce ſuch a dreadful Curſe upon them, 
no leſs than an Anat hema Maranatha, 
which Curſe comes, 

Secondly to be conſidered; *a any Man 
lue not the Lord Teſts. vgl. let 3 be. 
Anathema. Maranaths, , 

In which Expreſſions this Aboſtle manifeſt. 
y refers to the euere Lind of Excommuni- 
cation; in uſo among the eur, and not un- 
luown to the Cor int hiuus; whereby a grie- 
vous Offender was not only by a private. 
Court caſt-6ut of the Synagogue, and debar- 
Wicd for a ſtated ſeaſon from, familiar Inter- 
wurſe with his Neighbour at a certain diſtance; 
Which was a dower degree f Excommunica- 
ton; not only (if he continued obſtinate) 
ficluded for a much longer Time from any 
\yproach to the: Gten o the Tempis, and 
e Society oft all / good Men ( which Was yet 
n higher degree of it ) but ſtoodꝭ farther ſtill 
n ſed, and declared ſo in the Hſembiy of 
e whole Church, by the higheſt\Anathema,- 
engthened ee by the Addition 
Alaranat ha, or the Lotti cametrhi; allu- 
eicher to the Coming of the Meſſiah tq 
. extirpate 
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eternal Perdition, and abandon'd to the 4 


Not loving Chriſt, 


extirpate his Enemies; or the Coming of G4 ll 1 
to take an Account of the Obſeryance of the R 
Law, in a far more terrible manner than he b. 
delivered it on Mount Sinai. In which hat- J. 
ter fort of Excommunication, (importing P. 
Death and Deſolation for Sing unto Death) * 
the Zews after having caus'd to be read by ſo 
the Prieſt all the Execrations of Mo/es's Lay Wl © 
over the Head of the Perſon condemned, dd e 
by Sound of Trumpet, and ſinging of m 
Levites, finally Abe him, worſe than « cer 
Samaritan; totally ſecluded aud cut off fri ap 
the People f God; his Name raſed out er 
the Book of Life; himſelf ar @ forlorn an "2 

l 


deſperate Perſon, obnoxious to greater Pi 
niſhment than Man could mfiitt, devoted 


vine Vengeance; the Lord ſuddenly comin) 
(according to Exoch's Prophecy) to execut 
Wrath upon all fach difſolute and zxcorri 
gible Tranſgreſſors, and to ronvince all I 
wngodly of their ungodly Deeds, and tht! 
hard Speeches they bad ſpoken againſt hin 

This ſtrict Diſciplise — wiſely ipſtin 
ted under the Jeuiſb Diſpemſatiom, if not 
God's immediate Direction, yet at leaſt, b 
his Allowance and Permiſſion, to e 
vil-doers, and drive them to R 


peoſerre the innocent _ being rain 


— 


4 . Gs. 
:bominable Examples; to ſecure the Churches 
Reputation, that it might not be ſcandaliz'd 
by conniving at Sin, and ſhew that God's 

Judgments were as ſevere and certain, as his 


and admirable ; it was not without great Rea- 
ſon, that theſe ſeveral forts of Eccleſiaſtical 
Cenſare, were for their Subſtance (at leaſt) 
retained or imitated in the primitive Chriſtian 
Church; our Saviour having no where con- 
demned them; but rather enjoining his Diſ- 
ciples to rebuke and admoniſh an Offender, 
not only friuateiy but before Ii itneſſes; and 
if he perſiſted to be contumacious, to teil his 
Crime to the Church, which if he refuſed to 
bear, he was to be cut off from their veligi- 
ow Aſſemblies, and deem'd no better than an 
Heathen; as alſo having farther enforc'd thee 
Church Cenſutes by the Authority of the 
Keys , the Power of biuaing or laoſing „re 
miting ar retaiuing Men's Hau „given to 
the Apoſtles. = 

Therefore St. Paul, to che va· 
nous Exerciſe of this Church- Diſcipline, in one 
place of this Epiſtie, admoniſhes the Corin- 
b:eu5 not to hold any amicable Correſpon- 
dence, or Fi, , nor o much as to eat 
with habitual Fornicators, Drunkards and 


Patience and Long · ſuffering had been ſignal 
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Lane in another, by the Authoriryx 
Cc4 devolved 
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e __: erde of Cod abideth 0 


fon, by driving him for a while from thei 
religious Aſſemblies, and excluding him from 


as fell under the Apoſtolical Nod. And in the 


ſhould out of Fear of Perſecution, or Hopes 
of Gain, or 


Not dg vil. 


devolved on him by our Lord. charges then 


to deliver over to Satan the inceſtuous Po 


the Parti cipation of the ChriſtianOrdinance 
the beſt Means, under God, /to; quench the 
fiery Darts of the Tempter , and keep Men 
from thele ſtrange Plagues and Diſeaſes, the 
Devil was then permitted to inflict on: ſuch 


Words here before us, the Apoſtle proceed 
to a yet greater Condemnation of him, who 


perverſe Infidelity, or treache. 
rous. Diſobedience, diſhonour and deny his 
Lord and Saviour: Let him (ſays he) not on. 
ly be Anathema, but Auathema 5 fore 
not only be accur ſod who lover not the 41-Wnti 
ointed of God, the Diſpenſer of all Ble rive 
ſings; but fland accur ſed till the Lord hal 
come : Let him not only as an Heathen be de: 
prived of the Benefit of the Converſation and 
Devotion of all pious Chriſtians, as well in time 
of Proſperity, as Adverſity here, but ſhut ouWvon 
from the Benefits of our Lord's cuming vere: 
ter. For this Sentence, as previous to the Jud 
ment to come,isdcalar ative and judicial bet 
below, upon him that is pre- condemned alle 


59 10 's bom 


/ 


IE 127 a 
4 prodigious | Sn. | 
uin. And 'tis not only I Pay that hold and 
iclare him thus accurſed, but the Lord in 
Inne great Day of Diſcrimination, when he 
1a/l come with Myriads of Angels, to judge 
the World. and ſeparate the: Sheep from the 
Goats, ſhall prove and confirm this Cu ſe to 
be a fatal Truth: For ſince by his Words and 
Actions, he does perſiſt to deny the Son of 
God to be come in the Fleſh, to be his 
Lird and Saviour, that Lord and Saviour 
all aſſuredly at the laſt Day, deny him be- 
fire his Father, and all the holy. Angels: 
And then it ſhall be ' more 4 glerable for .thoſe 
P;ans that never heard the Name of Chriſt, 
than for ſuch who lived in the full Luſtre of 
he Goſpel, and would not believe in, or a- 
ore him; who being inſenſible of his pre- 
enting, having ſlighted his aſſiſting, and de- 
rived themſelves. of his confirming Grace, 
nuſt for ever continue in Dar ne ſe and the 
badow of Death. + Re omwio of! 
lt is indeed the Opinion of ſome, that the 
\poltle levels this dire Imprecation directly 
pon the unbelieving Jets, who did, and do 
ll hate the Lord Jeſus, calling him the ac- 
wſed MalefaFfor, and driving from their 
nagogue all that own him to be the Chriſt: 
hom therefore as the Lord already has made 
landing Monument of his Diſpleaſure, by 
RY. -. ? deſtroying 


| | | 

394 Not loving Ghrift, 
upon the Face of the whole Earth, makin, 
them a By-word and Proverb to all Natins 
and leaving them to ſuch a reprobate Senſ 
chat the Sunſhine of the Goſpel is becom 
Egyptian Darkneſs, fo alſo when he ſhall con 
in his Kingdom, in Clouds and great Ghry 
he ſhall finally ſte them with an cverlaſtin 
Curſe, with a Depart ye curſed into etern 
Fire prepared for the Devil and his Angel: 
But then it is conceived by theſe Inter 
rers, that with relation to Chriſtians, thc 
Words of St. Paul are not fo much a 
abſolute Curſe, much leſs any particular Fi 
of Excommunication; but rather that the De 
nunciation of this Anethema Maranaths 
like our Saviour's Woes in the Goſpel, not 
the leaſt an inſtrumental Cauſe of any i: 
Exil or Puniſhment, as a compaſſionate Pre 
diction of it, in order to prevent it; a 
| therefore St. Paul being a Man of extraord 
nary good Nature, and diffaſive Charity, ſe 
| ing this Curſe was already due to ſome « 
the Corinthians, and foreſceing the Danger 
its becoming due to many Cbrifttans in aft 
Ages, ſhews herein more Mercy than Ind 
nation, making this Form of Speech which 
might indeed juſtly have uſed as a Condemn 

tion of ſome of the Corinthians, a kind 
: *. prophetic 


prodigious Sin. 355 
ropbetical Warning aud Threatuing, not 
ly to them but to all Chriſtians in general ; 
hat falſe diſſembling Hypocrites, Judaizimg 
Chriſtians, Fornitators, Adulterers, lovers 
if the World and themfetoes more than of 
Cod, might tremble at any time to hear or 
feel it; and thoſe who were ſteddy in Faith 
and Holineſs, might perſevere to avoid it. 
Now whether theſe Words of the Apoſtle 
ue an Actual Carſe, or Form of Excommu- 
xication, or both ; or whether only a merci- 
ful Warning, is not fo material for us at pre- 
{ent to diſpute, as from thence to obſerve, chat 
beſigned for the laſting Benefit of Chriſtians 
in all Ages, take them in which Senſe you 
pleaſe, they contain ſufficient Matter of Ter- 
cor to all unbelieving, refractory and obdurate 
daners, that ame the Name of Chrift, and 
et neither depart from Iniquity, nor own 
wr rely on his Divinity and Satisfaction, but 
by their repeated Guilt and diſſolure Con- 
dt of the Goſpel, erucofie the Lord of 
Life afrefh, and put him to an open Shame. 
Though at the fame time I can ſee but 
ink Reaſon, why our Apoſtle ſhould not be 
loved by the Commiſſiom be roceived from 
ar Saviour, and the extraordinary Preſence 
"Ur Spirit alliſting bim wo exerciſe che Pow: 
Ly 
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The ancient Chriſtians who beſt witkderſtor 
the uſe of che Hpoſtolical Rod, Aud frequent 

"exerted E celeſraſtical Di/eip ine, as 10 

Hy a dofrinat, but a Min; erial Pow: 
er, in remitting and retaining Nes in 
| chougbt that the Light of Nature as well az 
Grate, obliged them to remoye ſcandalou 
 Thbettines from their common Conyerſation 
from their religious, Aſſemblies, t their Pray 
vis tht the Table — the _ a mot; end dul 


Hat, 
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they h ad y. 
of G od and 955 wy: 
ticks 3 2 denied x — 8 Ho TED then aw 
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Day of 55 an they were afyally ſtruck 
y the greateſt Councils, with the ſevere? 

1 Ke? would the orthodox Fathers. 
e induced to hold any He e ſuch 
; were cut off from the. Church by the Spiri. 
ual Sword, no not ſo my h as to ſalute 
em, though | for their re A (in. the ſpre· 


of Arianiſin) | 
hey were baniſhed, perſecured, afflicted And. 


rrmented. 43 4 5fT 
Ir is the pious and zealous \ Wiſh of. our 
hurch, that the primitive Diſeipline Were. 
uly reſtored to its weighty Strictneſs, and 
nbiaſs'd Purity, which however it may ſeem 
ricyous to be born. yet is neceſſary in the 
ge we live in, wherein Scepticiſm, Infidelity 
ad Profaneneſs, have by the Judgment of 
od almoſt arrived at that Height which 


be curſed and enyious SP of Dee 
ould wiſh. 


And tho? Pais Sons of Beliat NY we | 
demy, who by their debauched . Lives 

ace, by their Schiſms divide, and by I 
onſtrous Doctrines corrupt our Church; not 
ay abuſe her preſent Indulgence, but een 
hence plead that ſhe has no Power to Exerciſe 
uy Eccleſiaſtical Juri ſdliction at all; yet we . 
my venture to ſay, that as the Curſes in the 
ay ſtand yet in full F orce againſt all lawleſs 


and 


Nt dovingGbriſh 
_ abditheniriht e 


wickthtitaldoiths ox un ible; y 
Precatioidin thebexoveathes; oven ant 1 
roaliewd, Jan er 


Mumiſters For finoerhey have Wesen bidde 
r f 
formation (the Sptiptures bei to fer 
re wick v dee ſs 
devont Tempet ;) bht rather re willfall ei 
bünded by then Wordid Alndicicd and Int 
reſt, their ĩuſatiblè Covetouſtieis hd ener 
mous Luſts ſinoe d theſe, nd fatty like ai) 
daoious Miſcreants -E talk 68 Chiti 
Lilerty. and tunn the Gravengf"God int 
Levioaſue ſe, ire dhieſſy owing! the ſcandi 


ous and irreverent Reflections daſt upon tf 
cal Prieſthood, the butofaced Cone 
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itim ſome Mens Bives ; che iuſdting Den 
of iche ſacred and! adorable My ſteries of Gal 
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